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					Books are made up of many pages, and shaped by the many kind and generous people who help stitch them together along the way. Immense thanks, firstly, to my family:

					Thomas Perrin, to whom I dedicate this book, for always being by my side, up and down the hills. Without you, there would have been no cycling, no walks, no home to come back to. Exploring along the line with you has been such a companionable joy. May we find many more visible and invisible things to follow together in the years to come !

					Rosalind and Arthur, our children, for your joy, enthusiasm and encouragement along and between the lines. Thank you for keeping me grounded and for saying clearly when you had seen enough border stones for one day. 

					Angela Fall, my wonderful mother, whose careful eyes read the completed manus-cript, and followed our adventures from along the lake. My late father Merrick didn’t have to live through the pandemic, but I am sorry that he cannot read this book. As I make clear in the manuscript, his adventurous spirit opened the world for me in so many ways. Being blessed with kind and encouraging parents has shaped my entire life, and for that I am truly grateful.

					Ilse and Eric Perrin, my lovely in-laws, for welcoming me into the family more than 25 years ago. You walked and cycled along some of the line with us, sharing your deep knowledge of the landscape on both sides of the border. Your expert knowledge of classic cars, Eric, also came in handy for dating old photographs !

					The cats, for seeing me through the pandemic by covering everything in a fine layer of fluff, and because they really do think they helped with the drawing, writing and editing by lying on everything each time I sat down at my desk.

					Beyond home, I have been blessed with amazing colleague, in the Department of geography at the University of Geneva and beyond. Many have led by example, being inspirational role models, while providing tea, friendship and help in ways too numerous to list. I fear that I will forget many if I start naming them individually, but members of the Laboratoire du Visuel as well as the participants in the informal Spritz Club know how dear they are to me. I mention in name only those who have directly contributed to this book: Armelle Choplin, for your kind encouragement (“ta BD vaut largement un article”) and for proofreading the French version of the comic, helping me to make sense of my verb tenses. Julie de Dardel, for sharing stories and ideas about feminist history while parading down the streets during the Women’s March, a day after the Geneva Summit, and writing with me about it. Karine Duplan, for cleverly and appropriately recommending literature on the global intimate, when 
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					I was playing with photographs during the pandemic. Further afield, Giada Peterle, for being an irreplaceable source of advice and encouragement on creative methods and techniques, as well as being an endlessly inspiring scholar, friend and artist. Carolin Schurr for detailed reading, expertise and constructive suggestions for the manuscript, as well as for her inspiring work in helping more women thrive in Swiss academia. Marcello Tanca for inviting me to teach in Cagliari, for good conversations, cocktails, laughter and friendship as we taught together and watched our students make comics. Luiza Bialasiewicz and Joe Painter for first encouraging the publication of Fenced In; and Eugene McCann, managing editor of Environment and Planning C: Politics & Space who saw it through to publication, offering careful feedback and suggestions. All those named in the reference list at the end of this book also need acknowledging here because it is through their careful scholarship that others can continue to think and write.

					I acknowledge the support of the Visiting Professor Programme of the Università degli Studi di Cagliari (2023, 2024); and the financial support of the Fonds National Suisse de la Recherche.

					During fieldwork in Geneva, my sincere thanks go to the professional people who helped me, suggesting others to speak to, opening doors, and assisting me in finding relevant documents, including:

					Pierre Flückiger, state archivist, and his colleagues at the Archives d’État of Geneva at the Rue de l’Hôtel-de-Ville and the Terrassière sites, including Véronique Probst Noir.

					Laurent Niggeler, cantonal géomètre, and his colleagues at the Service de la Mensuration Officielle of the Département du Territoire, in particular Fructuoso Sanz.

					Matthieu de la Corbière, Director of the Office du Patrimoine et des Sites of the Service de l’inventaire des monuments d’art et d’histoire of the Département du territoire.

					Sarah Chapalay, at the Centre d’Iconographie de la Bibliothèque de Genève, for help in locating photographs, maps and postcards.

					Corinne Pralavorio and Youri Robert, at CERN, for spending a morning with us seeking out border stones.

					And finally, last but absolutely not least, to Herji and all my students at the University of Geneva and at the Università degli Studi di Cagliari, for accepting to have a go at making comics and for producing truly inspirational visual work.
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					The human body, geography and the state, long acquainted by hearsay, met in real life on 16th March 2020 in Switzerland. Luckily, Juliet Fall was there. I say luckily because, as a professor of geography at the University of Geneva, she had the means and tools to observe, record and comment on the event. This book is her testimony. The evidence is drawn across its pages.

					16th March 2020 was the day the Swiss government declared a public health emergency under Article 7 of the Federal Pandemic Act. Covid 19 (Coronavirus Disease 2019) had already infected 3 700 people, around a hundred new cases were being detected every day, 34 people had already died and hospitals were bursting at the seams. The situation was similar or worse in Switzerland’s neighbouring countries. Authorities closed borders. Schools and public places were closed and their users placed under house arrest, with varying degrees of severity depending on the country. The author of this book realised the spatial shockwave that was taking place : her two children, her husband and her were now four bodies, deprived of their usual geography, subject to hygiene regula-tions and instructions dictated by the state in the name of public health. Bodies confined to an intangible national territory and subject to strict administrative discipline.

					Juliet Fall wants to see this up close. She wants to understand what it was like to be suddenly subject to a border whose discreet existence seemed to have erased its usefulness, if not its meaning. She takes her bike, her camera and her children to test the effect on bodies and minds of a customs barrier erected between Switzerland and France, in the middle of a familiar road. Stunned ? Yes, but why ? That evening, she draws a picture of the barrier with her children in front of it. A family fenced in. There is a lot to think about.

					“If the bodies of the people closest to me represent the main threat of contagion, why close international borders ?” asks Juliet Fall in a speech bubble at the foot of a red traffic light flanked by a barrier. She suggests that this is a “spectacular staging” designed to discipline us. Yet she complies, “almost gratefully”, she says, because she finds the scene “reassuring”.

					By means of the sophisticated, old and constantly updated infrastructure along its territorial border, the state deploys its function of protecting “its” population against a virus, as opposed to an external enemy. It literally “cements” its own concept of security. In poetic terms, it “casts fishing nets across the landscape to catch a virus”. It devotes itself to the peremptory representation of geography entrusted to it by treaty (Vienna, 1815). 
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					This geography of the state, which has power over vulnerable bodies, is far from self-evident. We know that its borders are not natural, having been constructed over the years by a series of military, social and political circumstances. We know that it inspires a particular geographical imagination, shaped by the upheavals of international history. There are two sides to the border for everyone, and these are more or less connected depending on circumstances of peace, war or, from 2020, global public health. Nevertheless, across and despite this dividing line, daily life is lived along and across the border, combining work, consumption and leisure. This inspires Juliet Fall to use the lovely phrase “global intimacy”, a way for bodies to fit around and make sense of geopolitical demarcations. And in so doing, they them-selves shape the existing contexts. “I’m trying to understand, slowly, step by step, how humans have carved out a place for themselves in the landscape,” she writes. 

					Once the pandemic is over and the children have returned to their schools, the geographer spends two years walking along the 135 km that delimit the canton of Geneva and France in order to “make the territory real, inscribing the past and present in our rambling bodies”. She draws, photographs, takes notes, consults archives and old maps, and draws up summaries that she shares in articles and on social networks. The border becomes her place. She delves into its memory, its aesthetics, its furniture and gets a feeling for the crowds of workers dedicated to crafting its past, present and future. She collects postcards showing buildings or border guards. Her fascinated gaze misses nothing of the border.

					She has the idea that this complex line that created “lives and deaths, friends and foes, all created by the border we maintained” also “shaped us too”. This idea, specific to constructivist epistemology, leads Juliet Fall to produce a hand-drawn graphic narrative, in other words shaped through bodily investment, as if to ignite the senses of her readers. If a boundary line shapes us to the extent that we behave in accor-dance with it, perhaps a drawn line has the power to provoke a lively, unprogrammed intellectual response in the reader ?

					Because it is physical, this verbo-visual language brings down to earth the abstract geopolitical purpose of the border. Writing itself becomes space, allowing, says Fall, the double perspective of author and reader, geographer and cartoonist, researcher and artist. Drawing thus escapes the prepotency or authoritarianism of an academic position. Thanks to digital technologies that provide additional tools, the author has taken the liberty of drawing on a wide range of documentary resources to illustrate her point. The result is a collage of erudition and emotion, knowledge and playfulness, which makes the border a surprising and original object of attention.

					At this point, bodies and geography stand face to face. The State has temporarily withdrawn, keeping a watchful eye on the stone blocks and warning signs that could be used again if a coronavirus were to once again disrupt the intimate lives of border populations.

					As a discipline of knowledge, geography is branching out. It is discovering and analy-sing spaces that it did not previously frequent, such as those inhabited by women. A feminist geography detects the spaces produced by past bellicose patriarchal regimes and proposes them for de-gendered social use. Fall’s book bears witness to this context of research by approaching the Franco-Genevan border, laid out two 
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					centuries ago by Napoleon’s victorious great powers, as an accepted fact of history that local bodies are taking back for themselves with the force of a tide. The accumu-lation of details about the landscape and buildings along the border reveals its social and cultural productiveness. Yet the full-page drawing of a barrier with its “temporary closure” sign also points to the fragility of the place. In border zones, the intimacy of bodies is not left to its own devices. All it takes is a virus or some other unforeseen global event to force it to obey the history of war.

					Joëlle Kuntz
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					In February 2020, the small town of Vo’ Euganeo in north-eastern Italy was the first European toehold of an infectious disease caused by the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), often referred to as Covid-19, in reference to the year of its identification in China. As people became sick, restrictions of move-ment were quickly introduced, sealing off the area. Italy offered a premonition of what other countries in Europe would soon experience: a dystopian version of what was to be our daily life for a few months. Soon after, many other restrictions impacted everyday mobilities. The rapid international spread of this novel virus led the World Health Organisation to declare a pandemic on the 11th March 2020. Mobility was discouraged, except for trips considered strictly necessary to go to work, visit the pharmacy, or the grocery store. International borders were progressively closed. People used to free movement were suddenly restricted: encouraged or forced to stay in their homes and severely limited in their ability to cross international borders. The pandemic became an event which, extraordinarily, was shared in people’s lives around the world (Paasi et al. 2022).

					Like many other residents in the Canton of Geneva, surrounded by the border between Switzerland and France within a city-region, my family felt the impact of the pandemic. In March 2020, as Covid-19 cases surged, the Swiss Federal Council implemented a nationwide lockdown, resulting in the closure of international borders for all non-essential travel and imposing restrictions on both entry and exit from the country. Although Switzerland is not a member of the European Union, it participates in the Schengen Area, facilitating free movement among its member states. Starting from 13th March 2020, Switzerland enforced border controls at its land borders with Italy, later extending them to France, Germany, and Austria on 16th March. Additionally, restrictions were applied to Swiss air borders with Italy, France, Germany, Austria, and Spain from 18th March. On 25th March, Switzerland expanded these controls to include air borders with all Schengen countries except Liechtenstein (Carrera and Ngo 2020).

					On the morning of Monday, 16th March 2020, a state of emergency was declared, prompting the closure of schools, non-essential shops, and the cancellation of all public events, effectively initiating a nationwide lockdown. Anticipating the measures, I hurried to my university office on Saturday, grabbing a computer and a few bags of books. Unlike neighbouring countries, which employed police enforcement of emer-gency rules, Switzerland opted for a semi-lockdown approach. While individuals were allowed to leave their homes and move freely within the country, hosting parties or 
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					events was prohibited. Many border crossing points were closed, redirecting traffic to the limited open postes frontière. Various roads leading to the border were barricaded with concrete blocks, metal fences, and police tape. In an unprecedented move since the Second World War, conscript soldiers were mobilized and assigned to various tasks, including guarding state borders. 

					The landscape around my home on the outskirts of Geneva suddenly seemed to shrink. Seeing the rapidly-assembled ad hoc border infrastructure appear so close to home, at a time of heightened global anxiety, made it personal in a way that affected me deeply. I first became aware of the extraordinary mise-en-scène of the border closures during a bike ride with my partner and our two children. We had heard about them from my father-in-law who lived a short distance away, but who we now only spoke to on the phone. It is hard to think back to those baffling and scary early days of lockdown. The photographs on my computer bear witness to the creeping presence of fences, blocks and tape observed during our bicycle rides. Their number increased over the days, rapidly displacing the usual jumbled images of children and cats that usually haunt my personal visual archives. It seemed important to witness these incongruous places, and to show them to our children. I felt we were living through a particularly unusual historical moment. I had no idea for how long it would last.

					As I grew obsessed with visiting these improvised border closures, I became aware of how my relationship to my own body was changing. It was hard not to feel vulne-rable1. My family and I diligently learnt how to scrub our hands, stay away from others, blow our noses safely and evaluate social distance. I was aware of how much the state’s injunctions was creeping into my intimate life. I didn’t resent this2. Bodies, sick or healthy, had become the central focus for state power operating at larger scales. Our fragile bodies were the sites upon which the new ideas, ideologies, and the territorial politics of the pandemic were being performed and made meaningful, from handwashing to border closures. Somehow, putting words and theories to make sense of the changes to how space was enrolled into fighting an invisible enemy seemed to help me. It connected back to the geographical theories that I had written about and was familiar with. It made sense to put words to the poetic absurdity of bits of tape and cement being enrolled to fight a virus. The new border fences only began to make sense when viewed as curiously temporary, haphazard and intrinsi-cally visual performances of state security. They illustrated how sovereignty, rather than being a natural expression of state power, needed to be endlessly re-enacted and made visual to be believed. States, especially when surrounded by blocks of cement, were exposed as fundamentally fragile human creations.

					This personal, bodily, and lived experience of border-making through different scales needs to be taken seriously. In everyday thinking, we often think of geographical scales as a series of nested boxes, one inside the other. From big global to little local, like Russian dolls. Yet, in common with colleagues whose work I present in more detail later, this caricatural understanding of scale that couldn’t be mapped onto real places made little sense to me. How could somewhere actually be global ? Or uniquely and exclusively local ? In other words, rather than thinking about national and international politics taking place at one scale, and daily life taking 
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					place at another, we should have considered how human bodies allow and mediate processes that operate across spaces and scales. It made sense to understand how global forces haunted and shaped all places, including the intimate spaces of individual bodies (Massey 2005; Pratt and Rosner 2012; Paasi 2022). This connected to efforts by scholars to bring non-state political actors, including activist groups, local communities and associations, women, global and international social forums, and non-governmental entities, into discussions about politics, security and vulne-rability, broadening the understanding of each (Enloe 1989; Dalby 1994). Shifting the analytical focus beyond states introduced a more nuanced and multi-scaled understanding of what constituted the international, connecting the global and the intimate (Mountz and Hyndman 2006). This meant that the body was taken “as a scale and site upon which ideas, ideologies, and politics are performed and made meaningful” (Mountz 2018: 762) and where sovereignty was performed and claimed. 

					I realized geographical theory was helping me process and make sense of a shif-ting personal world in lockdown, stepping back from the immediacy of crisis, and reconnecting with my professional identity. My circumstances and expertise had not allowed me to write anything useful about the pandemic in those early days. I had been rather suspicious of colleagues who were writing and quickly editing books, feeling that there was something rather unsavoury and slightly opportunistic about it. There were some hints of disaster voyeurism. Did we really need insights from social scientists eager to centre themselves when we had no idea where this was going, and when other people were putting themselves at personal risk caring for others, often despite inadequate protective equipment ? In any case, I had no ability to concentrate or write, and I had a family at home all day to care for, so my uncha-ritable thoughts might just have been envy (Castree 2020; Dodds 2020; Gamba 2020; Sparke and Anguelov 2020). The best I could do was organise the day’s photographs on a tablet, roughly sorted thematically as well as chronologically.

					After a day of bike touring in the fresh air in the eerily empty lockdown landscapes, I started to play with images on my tablet, slowly building a visual account, creating a narrative scrapbook using a comics-making app. I had been writing and teaching about comics and geography for several years (Fall 2006, 2014, 2015) but hadn’t authored one. I was familiar with the work of Giada Peterle (2019, 2021), a remarkable geographer-illustrator. By the end of April 2020, I had a first draft. I sent it to Luiza Bialasiewicz and Joe Painter, editors of the journal Environment and Planning C, with the following message:

					I hope you are keeping well — or at least alive — in these very odd times. We’ve been strug-gling, like so many others, with homeschooling, remote teaching, ageing parent care, and all that. But, basically, we have the incredible privilege of living in a house with a terrace and a tiny vegetable patch that has kept me sane. Plus, Switzerland still lets us out for exercise. But still: this is week seven (or eight ?) of lockdown, and it’s starting to seem impossible and stressful to ever open up anything again. But, supposedly, schools will reopen for our two in two weeks. It seems daft.

					To keep myself sane, and because my truly academic brain is not really able to write, I have put together a comic based on the photos of borders that I’ve taken around Geneva, in implicit response to two recent papers: one by Joe Sharp (2021 in PiHG) and a collective effort by Jackman et al. (2020 in Political Geography). I’ve also got a (real !) paper in press with Political 
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							—	(2015): “Resisting through and with comics,” Environment and Planning. D, Society and Space [online].
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					Geography that also develops this intersection of feminist geopolitics and security studies. But this, at the moment, is just a comic.

					So now I can either try to find it an ‘official’ home in a welcoming journal or perhaps the online version or blog of one, or just chuck it ‘as-is’ onto Twitter. Before I do that, I wanted to ask you — as editors of Environment & Planning C: Politics & Space but also as friends and mentors — whether you think it might be worth submitting it somewhere ? So far, I have not tried to write a short ‘framing’ paper to go with it, but I suppose I could imagine doing this. 

					It’s 17 pages (A4) long.

					Thank you so much for your advice, if you have the time.

					I had expected push back or wariness against the unusual format. I was therefore impressed and incredibly grateful for their kind and generous responses a few days later, despite knowing that they also juggled fraught personal circumstances. Perhaps the extraordinary times we were living through created the conditions for stepping outside our academic habits ? Or were we all so bored of depressing news that something a bit different was a welcome change ? In any case, I too was jumping on the pandemic publishing bandwagon, losing my moral high ground. To my exci-tement, the comic was published a few weeks later as a guest editorial, with much help from Eugene McCann as managing editor, and after revisions, ethics reviews, and negotiations with the journal publisher about colour and format (Fall 2020a).

					In the following months, buoyed by the unexpected joy of getting a comic in print, I published two more on other topics (Fall 2020b, 2021a), still in scientific journals, as well as visual book reviews (Fall 2021b, 2024). One of the comics, on a controversial 19th Century public figure celebrated by my university, first appeared in shorter form in French in Le Courrier: a local newspaper, accompanied by framing articles (Mounir 2020; Bach 2020). Although getting my comics published was easier than I had expected, the visual result wasn’t ideal when these were downloaded, even if they were designed in black and white. Scientific journals hadn’t caught on to the technical potential of webcomics and were still bound by the limitations of page layout. 

					Beyond my narrow academic world, I was especially touched by the kind feedback to these comics from people outside my usual circle of readers. My mother’s friends. My in-laws. Neighbours. Journalists. This was exciting and pointed towards a different way of doing research right from the outset, rather than using comics only to commu-nicate research after the fact, as outreach. I was caught up in the creative potential of thinking through and from images and wished to find a format that reflected the potential of this medium to transform how we wrote. I had thought of my comics as scientific comics or graphic narratives, for want of a better term, because they had been published in scholarly venues. But I began to think that it might be time to step outside such familiar spaces. If the promise of comics was to participate in shaping new voices and writing for academics, then finding suitable formats, as well as new audiences, was part of the challenge. 

					The long-form comic Along the line / Bornées is the result. It builds on these critical storytelling experiments started during the pandemic and continued since. Published as a stand-alone paper and online comic book and crafted in 2023-2024 from a visual corpus collected since 2020, it is designed to be accessible to a non-academic audience. The English-language version of the comic is included here and should be 
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					read in parallel to or independently of this written framing text. The text is a sort of whispered making of background to the comic, setting out the theoretical, methodolo-gical, and practical conditions of its crafting. Methodologically, it focuses on the uses and transformative potential of visual methods, building upon and contributing to the broader so-called creative turn in the social sciences. Theoretically, it responds to the call by Jackman and others to diversify approaches to the key concepts of territory, borders and security by infusing them with feminist perspectives to disrupt, unsettle, and even rewrite practices, discourses, and scholarly contexts to provide accounts of the world closer to the lived realities of “messy, muddy, multiple and lively territories and terrains that have thus far remained all too neat and tidy” (Jackman 2020: 10).

					Chapter 1 starts with a discussion of the practicalities of this project, laying out how it took shape, and what steps I took to set up the ensuing discussion chapters. It presents the project designed during a crisis, exploring how this grounding of the research in variously gathered visual material can be connected to slow scholarship. It ends with a call to think of political borders as infrastructure, thinking of them as collective, social, and spatial.

					Chapter 2 lays out why it matters to think visually about territory in our fractured and fragile world, and why the discipline of geography has useful theories, tools and methods, specifically coming from critical geopolitics and feminist political geography. It uses three examples to discuss how thinking territory through infrastructure enriches the concept and reveals its fragility and tenuousness.

					Chapter 3 moves on to explore how the creative and visual turn opens innovative avenues for thinking about the nature of territory and infrastructures, focusing on using comics and graphic narratives to write open accounts of the world that suggest interpretations, leave things open and nuanced, rather than advance explanations carved in stone. This openness, I suggest, allows those encountering our stories to connect them to their own experiences, not as a way of making everything anec-dotal but rather as a way of crafting empathetic and shared accounts of social life in difficult times.

						1	Such a statement requires some careful nuance. The vulnerability was multi-faceted: but fear of sickness and fear of crossing the political border, getting into trouble for breaking confusing new rules and laws are not the same. The latter requires clarification: geographers studying the connec-tions between bodies and borders often study life-threatening encounters of undocumented and vulnerable people attempting to cross borders (Pallister-Wilkins 2022; Del Biaggio 2023; Vives 2017, 2023). This is clearly not only a very different situation, but also a very different take on the vulnerability of borders and state power. My intention is neither to trivialise such true lived vulnerability, nor create unhelpful parallels from my own position of white middle-class privilege, living in a stable and safe country. Instead, I am interested in the connections between security and scale and what they tell us about how territory is always already inscribed into the body, as I further discuss in the next chapter.

						2	Perhaps a distinctive feature of Swiss political life lies in the perception that the state fundamental-ly belongs to its citizens rather than being positioned as something external or superior to them. So 
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					far, this perspective largely persists despite recent attempts by populist political provocateurs to incite unrest against purportedly out-of-touch elites, or critiques of the number of state employees. Predictably, as the pandemic unfolded, diverse conspiracy theorists emerged, especially once vaccines became available, attempting to sow discord. Nonetheless, the authorities’ approach to managing the pandemic enjoyed broad support, not only during the lockdown but also beyond. This was evident in the referendum held on 18th June 2023, regarding the extension of the Loi Covid, which outlined the legal framework for pandemic-related actions. The results showed that 61,9 % of voting citizens supported the extension.
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					1 . Locking the line
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					A forgotten passport. The wrong visa . An unfriendly border guard .

				

			

			
				
					A pandemic .

				

			

			
				
					we’ve lived with states and borders all our lives, and we tend to take them for granted .

				

			

			
				
					We forget about all the laws, treaties, wars andnegotiations that put them where they are now .

				

			

			
				
					We barely notice the material paraphernalia onthe ground that makes these imagined lines tangible .

				

			

			
				
					All it takes is one event, one story,to make us notice them again .
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					This is a love letter to invisible lines,to transgression and belonging .

				

			

			
				
					A love letter to home, companionship and exploration .

				

			

			
				
					A visual story about where we live, who we are, and how states struggle to make us believe that we cannot live without them .

				

			

			
				
					It is a story that crafts a geography committed to writing about the world from the ground up, in images and words .

				

			

			
				
					A story rooted in observation and archival research, but shaped, interpreted and crafted .

				

			

			
				
					All geographies are flawed, imperfect, never-finished . This one is no different.

				

			

			
				
					In sharing this tale of borders, I hope to let loose other stories and whispered tales, other memories for those who take the time to look and listen .

				

			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			
			
				[image: ]
			
			
				
					I could choose to begin the tale at many different historical times,starting with the ancient days of the roman god terminus, protector of boundaries and sacred guardian of boundary stones .

				

			

			
				
					I could chase tales of imaginary lines and territories throughout the years, as other scholars have done .

				

			

			
				
					Instead, I will start closer to home with a personal tale, rooted in our contemporary world still haunted by terminus in numerous ways .

				

			

			
				
					A world paradoxically obsessed with globalizing while restricting human movement. A world awakening to new populisms and exclusions . A worried changing world of global change .

				

			

			
				
					This is the story of how some borderlines were born, how they changed over time, and what they might mean . It is above all a personal account, set against a backdrop of global politics .
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					The story begins when one tiny virus shook our lives and changed how we thought and related to our neighbours, our homes, our bodies and the lines on the map .

				

			

			
				
					A little speck of trouble, threatening human lives and shaping new geographies .

				

			

			
				
					A coughing, wheezing, sneezing and chocking threat, weakening, sparing or killing us .

				

			

			
				
					In march 2020, as human cases of the new coronavirus covid-19 cases soared across Europe and the world, the Swiss Federal Council imposed a lockdown across the country, closing the borders to all but essential travel .

				

			

			
				
					From one day to the next, our geographies changed .
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					Geneva is a small canton in western Switzerland, almost entirely surrounded by France .

				

			

			
				
					I lived in a village at the edge of the main urban area of the city .

				

			

			
				
					For years, the border seemed to be slowly fading away .

				

			

			
				
					It had been shifting elsewhere, to the limits of the SChengen area that allowed free movement, to the edges of other european countries .

				

			

			
				
					As a geographer, I knew not to take such invisible lines for granted . I knew they were both deeply historical and profoundly arbitrary .

				

			

			
				
					Human creations, not natural features .

				

			

			
				
					I could usually ignore the borders because I had privileges connected to citizenship .

				

			

			
				
					I was swiss and british so, since brexit, I was no longer a citizen of the european union but I was allowed to travel freely into France .

				

			

			
				
					The only Hassle was customs limits when shopping in France . Too much milk, meat or wine could get me into trouble .

				

			

			
				
					Simple, administrative constraints of a mostly peaceful life .

				

			

			
				
					Switzerland

				

			

			
				
					Lake Léman

				

			

			
				
					Canton of Geneva
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					I knew it was only the latest political and territorial arrangement in this corner of the world .

				

			

			
				
					Our landscapes had deep memories, inscribed in paper and stone .

				

			

			
				
					Map from D . von Escher, 1817
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					Territories had changed hands . For centuries, borderlines had been redrawn, peacefully or forcefully .

				

			

			
				
					But we lived in the present, and this was our home .

				

			

			
				
					Map created for Louis Binz, for the book « Genève et les Suisses » .
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					In the spring of 2020, everything seemed to change .

				

			

			
				
					The covid-19 pandemic arrived on our doorstep, and suddenly everybody was speaking about borders again .

				

			

			
				
					The lines didn’t move, but they were enrolled in the fight against a new sickness nobody really understood .

				

			

			
				
					Italy, to our south, was hit very badly . People were dying . It seemed vitally important to the Swiss authorities to contain the contagion .

				

			

			
				
					Danger came from elsewhere . Our world of connections, of rapid travel and exchanges was threatening us . Our borders would keep us safe .

				

			

			
				
					Our world locked down . The draw-bridge was raised . We stayed at home .

				

			

			
				
					Chancy, border stone 24

				

			

			
				
					From a photo of a sign at Sentier des Bornes à Dardagny .
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					In our strange new world of lockdowns, our family of four had been going round in circles inside at home, day after day .

				

			

			
				
					I’d been finding it hard to concentrate, learning new online teaching skills . My partner had been equally glued to his screen .

				

			

			
				
					The children, then aged 11 and 13, had been struggling with their workloads, free times and lack of social lives .

				

			

			
				
					We all swung between extremes, feeling as if a wave could sweep us away any moment.

				

			

			
				
					One weekend, we took out our bicycles, lucky to live in a country having chosen only semi-lockdown .
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					A bike tour promised some fresh air and exercise . A welcome change of pace at the end of a day . But these were not ordinary times . Daily choices seemed fraught with risk .

				

			

			
				
					We chose our route to avoid meeting others, newly mindful that any sick body, close to ours, could harm us most. A friend . A neighbour . A passer-by .

				

			

			
				
					Danger could come from those close enough to touch or sneeze on us . We carried hand sanitizer and homemade masks .

				

			

			
				
					Magic talismans that might keep us safe, even if we never used them .

				

			

			
				
					Looking back, it’s hard to remember how scared I was then, with a deep physical fear in the pit of my stomach .

				

			

			
				
					We were doing our best, for ourselves and our family, with news and information changing all the time .
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					The children’s schools had closed a few days earlier . I can remember telling them to take an extra bag to school on the friday morning, just in case they needed to bring things home . They had looked at me sceptically .

				

			

			
				
					It all seemed so unlikely .

				

			

			
				
					I had been reading the italian newspapers online . Our close neighbours were already living on another planet.

				

			

			
				
					We lived barely ten minutes away from France, by bike . The sun was shining .

				

			

			
				
					We stopped to read the map under a surveillance camera, close to a large border crossing . I was feeling oddly nervous .

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex
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					The motorway was spookily empty, as though the world had ended .

				

			

			
				
					We thought we’d take a brief detour to look at the border . We knew it was meant to be restricted to essential traffic .

				

			

			
				
					Plan-les-Ouates
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					As we cycled along an empty field, on a rough track, we saw a metal fence along the border blocking off a small path across a bridge that connected two empty fields .

				

			

			
				
					It must have been put up in a rush, following a quick decision . I wasn’t expecting that.

				

			

			
				
					It looked both official and improvised: an odd mix of fences, tape, chains, printed signs and references to emergency laws .

				

			

			
				
					"No crossing or attempted crossing allowed for shopping, leisure, tourism or visiting ."

				

			

			
				
					The border we usually crossed without thinking was suddenly completely shut to us . We were fenced in .

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex, border stone 64

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex
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					The Schengen agreement, allowing free movement of people, was suspended .

				

			

			
				
					Croix-de-Rozon
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					Overnight, all roads leading to the border were closed . Our permeable border was completely transformed .

				

			

			
				
					Only six points of passage remained for key workers and those with special passes, with an additional two opened at certain times of day .

				

			

			
				
					But beyond the changing rules, the landscape itself was transformed .

				

			

			
				
					Pierre-Grand, Troinex

				

			

			
				
					Soral
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					We lived on the edge of the countryside, in a small village . The border was very close . We had never really taken much notice of it.

				

			

			
				
					At most, we smiled when our phones switched to french networks in our underground garage, reminding us that our neighbours lived close by.

				

			

			
				
					Suddenly, exactly where the border lay seemed immensely important.

				

			

			
				
					It wouldn’t have taken much to cross, as police officers and border guards weren’t everywhere in the rolling countryside, but we stopped short.

				

			

			
				
					It was all so very strange .
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					We continued our tour but something had changed . The reality of the pandemic and our home country’s response to it suddenly became real beyond our own changed daily lives .

				

			

			
				
					In the past six weeks, home had become our sanctuary . A place of refuge and safety .

				

			

			
				
					I’d been so focused on the changes to our personal and professional lives that I’d forgotten to think about how much the world outside had changed .

				

			

			
				
					In my academic life, reading other geographers made me think about how geopolitical discourses were always grounded in practice and in place .

				

			

			
				
					But somehow I hadn’t connected this to home, to newly hardened and closed borders .

				

			

			
				
					I hadn’t linked the representations of international borders and pandemic threats to the new geographies of my daily life .

				

			

			
				
					I hadn’t taken the time to think about how bodies, the nation and the international might be connected through borders to other emerging practices of security, until suddenly my own fleshy integrity was affected .

				

			

			
				
					Slowly, some of my academic reading made concrete sense.

				

			

			
				
					Pierre-Grand, Troinex
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					As we cycled every day in the dry landscape, we saw that new fences and walls had been built all along the international border, often put up overnight.

				

			

			
				
					We could look at them . We could photograph them . But we certainly were not authorized to cross and leave the country .

				

			

			
				
					I was mesmerized, finding reasons in the following days and weeks to return to these places along the border, visiting as many different sites as I could .

				

			

			
				
					«Come on children, let’s do another bike tour !», I’d say . My partner was always game, happy about my apparent new love of exercise .

				

			

			
				
					The children were pleased to have some fresh air, despite a few grumbles . "I like these trips to the border, but. . . well . . . seen one, seen them all, right ?", said my daughter .

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					La Rippe
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					I was obsessed . I don’t think it was only because I was suddenly personally affected by impermeable borders .

				

			

			
				
					Like many people, I’d long regarded discourses of a "borderless world" as reflecting a uniquely privileged world view blind to how different bodies are affected by restrictions .

				

			

			
				
					Rather, it was that these walls were suddenly so close to home . And I was experiencing this new geographical reality with my own children: those I was tasked to protect.

				

			

			
				
					Croix-de-Rozon
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					As an academic, I’d been interested for years in how territory and sovereignty were discussed during specific security crises .

				

			

			
				
					Are borders natural, self-evident and necessary, or are they just a historical invention born of politics, wars, and negotiations ?

				

			

			
				
					I’d long been fascinated by the everyday assumption that states were natural, and that therefore they could have ideal or ‘natural’ boundaries .

				

			

			
				
					I’d written about how political borders were invested with meaning, taking on mythical qualities worth dying for .

				

			

			
				
					I had studied how Europe had become engulfed in territorial war once again, showing the material and human consequences of territorial struggles . I’d discussed how these connected to ideas of personal entitlement.

				

			

			
				
					I had never believed borders were anything other than fascinating human inventions .

				

			

			
				
					they were Neither skin nor spell, even if I often felt a little tingle in the pit of my stomach when I crossed one .

				

			

			
				
					Satigny, border marker 131 .5

				

			

			
				
					La Laire,border stone with no number

				

			

			
				
					Ukraine, 2014

				

			

			
				
					Rhône, Chancy
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					But thinking about borders when sitting on concrete blocks on the edge of switzerland was something else entirely .

				

			

			
				
					I couldn’t be professionally detached .

				

			

			
				
					I didn’t want to be . . .

				

			

			
				
					Border post Landecy
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					This might have been just another excellent example to file away and lecture about.

				

			

			
				
					Geographers love telling good stories .

				

			

			
				
					But it was more than that. It was raw . It hurt.

				

			

			
				
					And it made no sense at all .
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					Geographers have taught 

					us how our own bodies are sites and spaces for connecting the global and the intimate .

				

			

			
				
					I realised that my compulsion to witness these new border walls, and watch them change a little each day, was an attempt to make sense of this .

				

			

			
				
					My body and those of my children were the scale at which power operating at larger scales could begin to be understood .

				

			

			
				
					I tried thinking through our bodies as the sites upon which the new ideas, ideologies, and politics of the pandemic were being performed and made meaningful .

				

			

			
				
					We were the stage upon which the pandemic was staged .

				

			

			
				
					Border stone 46 Soral

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Soral border crossing
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					“look !”, the blocks seemed to say, “we’ve got this ! We’re keeping you safe !”

				

			

			
				
					With leftover plastic tape .

				

			

			
				
					In these newly-fenced places, people and things were separated and brought together, assembled in different ways .

				

			

			
				
					The walls created new relationships between people and with other objects .

				

			

			
				
					This incongruous infrastructure in these newly fenced places separated and brought together people and things.

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					“Inside us, you’re safe !”, they whispered .
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					As our cycling tours continued, I started to find the absurdity almost poetic .

				

			

			
				
					In rural areas, the authorities seemed to be trying to make the invisible border real .

				

			

			
				
					Helpless and futile attempts to impose something .

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Soral
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					shrines to nothing .

				

			

			
				
					Soral
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					But in the city, the border was militarized .

				

			

			
				
					Like the early days of a divided Berlin, before the wall went up .

				

			

			
				
					No passing, no cycling, no walking . Bodies controlled .

				

			

			
				
					We could approach the fences, but go no further .

				

			

			
				
					The urban area stretched beyond, in France, subject to more stringent rules on movement. Their streets looked empty . Ours were filled with a few other baffled cyclists and pedestrians .

				

			

			
				
					Voie Verte, Thônex

				

			

			
				
					Voie Verte, Thônex
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					In march 2020, conscript soldiers were mobilized for the first time since world war II, and put to work for logistical support, assistance to the health sector and border control .

				

			

			
				
					As we cycled up to the line, we saw bored eighteen-year-olds fighting an ersatz war .

				

			

			
				
					They were stopping anyone attempting to cross the closed border posts .

				

			

			
				
					Armies were just as ill-equipped as we were, but they were tasked to protect us, trained to identify enemies coming from outside .

				

			

			
				
					Considered at little risk, we learnt later that many soldiers got sick during the first few days of their training, as only their temperature was checked when they were called up .

				

			

			
				
					Everyone was improvising .

				

			

			
				
					Voie Verte, Thônex

				

			

			
				
					Thomas Süssli,Head of the Swiss military
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					One day, we cycled to Chancy, the border point furthest southwest in the country .

				

			

			
				
					The border crossing was usually buzzing with commuters . Instead, it felt like the end of the world .

				

			

			
				
					Deserted . Far from the city .

				

			

			
				
					We felt alone .

				

			

			
				
					In the absence of anyone crossing the bridge, it was deadly quiet. The end of the known world .

				

			

			
				
					Chancy border post

				

			

			
				
					Pont de Chancy
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					The rhône river, passing under the bridge, could flow all the way through France to the mediterranean sea .

				

			

			
				
					We were stuck at the border .

				

			

			
				
					Bridge of Chancy
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					None of our maps made sense anymore, unless we only used them up to the border .

				

			

			
				
					The landscape itself became our frame of reference .

				

			

			
				
					As we roamed around inside our borders and repeatedly reached dead ends, I tried to make sense of a fundamental disconnect.

				

			

			
				
					Chancy
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					If the bodies of those closest to me represented the main threat of contagion, then why close international borders ?

				

			

			
				
					Geographical scales no longer made any sense .

				

			

			
				
					In face of crisis, the need for a spectacular staging seemed paramount.

				

			

			
				
					Despite being highly perplexed, I quickly adapt to these new rules, almost gratefully.

				

			

			
				
					As I wrestled with these paradoxes, I got good at spotting little stories playing out on this shifting geopolitical stage .

				

			

			
				
					Short episodes of social bafflement, as others redrew their own maps .

				

			

			
				
					In Chancy, a car drew up . They Saw the blocks, the fences, the closed border . They turned back .

				

			

			
				
					It was going to be a long way round to the next open border crossing if they really wanted to get across, assuming they had the right paperwork .

				

			

			
				
					Chancy border crossing
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					My task as a parent was to keep my children safe, all the while knowing that I might be the one to contaminate them with the virus . I’d been focussing on getting my mind around that.

				

			

			
				
					Meanwhile, the swiss state had been putting up cement blocks, literally making concrete its own understanding of security .

				

			

			
				
					Against this backdrop, we were all still living our singular lives, doing our jobs from home .

				

			

			
				
					But many people weren’t so lucky .

				

			

			
				
					We saw traces of them on the landscape . Small clues we learnt to read .

				

			

			
				
					Did that french car belong to someone who worked in Switzerland ? Was it parked there so that they could continue their journey by bike ?

				

			

			
				
					Were they essential enough to be allowed in ?

				

			

			
				
					We could follow new rules and distancing but could they ? Were they safe when they travelled and worked ?

				

			

			
				
					People’s lives and vulnerabilities were encoded in these landscapes . Their new aesthetic was making real the terms and limits of political action .

				

			

			
				
					Vallard

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier

				

			

			
				
					Soral
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					The tape flapping in the wind whispered to us .

				

			

			
				
					“I am here . YOu are there . They can pass . You cannot.”

				

			

			
				
					Hierarchies were shaped and reinforced by material things around us: who could pass, who was stuck, who was brought together ?

				

			

			
				
					We were exploring our changed landscape as a family, close to home . It felt intimate .

				

			

			
				
					It felt personal .

				

			

			
				
					Geographers have long argued that we need to understand how the global and the intimate constitute each other through geographical scales .

				

			

			
				
					Global places are always somewhere local .

				

			

			
				
					here, I was witnessing how this crisis was relying on interwoven geographical scales to redefine security .

				

			

			
				
					These scales were woven into ordinary material objects, imbued with new meanings .

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Sezegnin
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					One day, we met up with my father-in-law: the children’s beloved opa . I had always thought of him as a tower of strength. An experienced alpine walker and intrepid traveller .

				

			

			
				
					Now we were made to reconsider our shared vulnerability . The risk our bodies posed to his, and to my mother-in-law back home .

				

			

			
				
					No hugs . No touching . Socially-distanced cycling .

				

			

			
				
					He’d lived his whole life in Geneva . His intimate knowledge of the landscape had always guided us through secret bike paths and wooded lanes .

				

			

			
				
					He knew every corner of the canton, and every mountain beyond .

				

			

			
				
					But even he didn’t have the keys to unlock this landscape .
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					It really did feel as if nothing would ever be the same again .
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					Places were whispering new stories to us, making us notice and see things we might have usually ignored .
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					People added their own words to these changed landscapes, telling their own stories to others .

				

			

			
				
					For once, we had time to listen .
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					As I moved through these changed territories, I tried to make sense of the disconnect between the scales of security being played out.

				

			

			
				
					I realized that I needed to domesticate my thinking: to make sense of the ways in which the division between public and private was being inscribed and entangled in the political landscape .

				

			

			
				
					The intimate bound up in the global .

				

			

			
				
					To make sense of this, I needed to understand the division between domestic and public by looking at the mundane staging of international politics in front of me .

				

			

			
				
					By erecting new borders, the state was reminding me that its protection reached from the intimate spaces of contagion to the international sphere .
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					I became aware of how geopolitics, and the enforcement of borders, extended into multiple spaces and processes usually considered nonpolitical .

				

			

			
				
					Geographical scales and spaces were always entangled .

				

			

			
				
					How did care work allow someone free passage ?

				

			

			
				
					How did some workers become ‘essential’ ?

				

			

			
				
					Why fight against a virus with concrete blocks and a machine gun ?
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					The closed borders were making us feel that we were living on an island, surrounded by the unknown, by monsters .

				

			

			
				
					Terra incognita beyond the border, all familiar reference points lost.

				

			

			
				
					We were disoriented .

				

			

			
				
					To the rest of Switzerland

				

			

			
				
					The map shows the only border passage points left open from 21 .03 .2020 until 20 .04 .2020

				

			

			
				
					Lake Léman

				

			

			
				
					Anières

				

			

			
				
					Ferney-Voltaire

				

			

			
				
					Mon-idée

				

			

			
				
					Moillesulaz

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex

				

			

			
				
					Perly

				

			

			
				
					Thônex-Vallard
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					The borderlines were still in the same places as on the old maps locked in the library . No lines had moved . But suddenly we had become acutely aware of them .

				

			

			
				
					They now seemed drawn in thick red pen on the landscape itself, inscribed and made visible .

				

			

			
				
					The old maps showed what happened beyond the line, but it might as well have been filled with dangerous dragons .

				

			

			
				
					We tried to read our new world from the ground up, remapping it as we repeatedly reached apparently insurmountable obstacles on the ground .

				

			

			
				
					How could we reassemble these geographical puzzles ? How could our weak bodies be expected to wrestle with invisible monsters ?

				

			

			
				
					Adapted from a map by A .F . Bontems (1782-1864), drawn in 1815
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					As we cycled, we spotted new signs appearing on the roads heading out of switzerland .

				

			

			
				
					International and domestic spaces seemed newly intertwined, through layers of enforced enclosure .

				

			

			
				
					“We are keeping you in for your own good !”, the signs whispered .

				

			

			
				
					Simultaneously, a new visual language of domesticity flourished, with images of home associated with safety and protection .

				

			

			
				
					Flyers and posters conjured up a socially-close, physically distanced collective, protected and inside .

				

			

			
				
					Domesticity as imposed protection .

				

			

			
				
					Outside and abroad as equally hostile and dangerous .

				

			

			
				
					States turning themselves inside out.

				

			

			
				
					“Stay at home, even when the weather is pleasant. Now more than ever .”

				

			

			
				
					Exceptions:

					Vous devez vous rendre au travail car le télétravail est impossible.

					Les employeurs sont tenus de protéger leurs collaborateurs.

					Vous devez acheter des aliments.

					Vous devez vous rendre chez le médecin, 

					à la pharmacie ou à la droguerie.

					Vous devez aider d’autres personnes.

				

			

			
				
					“Restricted exit to Germany, France, Italy, Austria”
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					Looking back on this topsy-turvy, inside-out world, our few days of “confinement camping” in the sitting room take on a different meaning .

				

			

			
				
					At the time, it seemed like something fun, safe and a bit different: a playful way of filling up long days inside with a mini adventure .

				

			

			
				
					Camping meant summer holidays and escape .

				

			

			
				
					But maybe we were also trying to make sense of these changing patterns of home and security ? Playing out and taming some of our fears ?
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					One day, in Perly, we came across an odd border, assembled in haste, slowly rotting .

				

			

			
				
					Gaps plugged with branches .

				

			

			
				
					Improvised barriers of sticks and stones .

				

			

			
				
					Like a child’s interpretation of what a natural border might be .

				

			

			
				
					two world were created, separated by piles of twigs .

				

			

			
				
					Perly-Certoux
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					Our children often built dens in the woods during family excursions to the mountains .

				

			

			
				
					Enrolling branches, sticks, moss to build a home .

				

			

			
				
					Assembling their own refuges from an adult world .

				

			

			
				
					The swiss state was now doing the same .

				

			

			
				
					Perly-Certoux
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					What did this cement block do before being moved here ? Was it used to Close roads to stop terrorist lorries from hitting crowds ?

				

			

			
				
					In the past years, we had quickly got used to new architectural shapes in cities . Blocks supposed to keep us safe .

				

			

			
				
					The cement block had now become a talisman against a virus .
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					Our world was being shaped and remade by these borders opening and closing in particular spaces, at particular times .

				

			

			
				
					These new geopolitical spaces were grounded in how useful people were seen to be, as well as by the health or sickness of their bodies .

				

			

			
				
					Spaces were remade by who held the key, by who moved the blocks, by people deciding who could pass and who stayed put.

				

			

			
				
					Assemblages of rules, things and people blind to the fact that the covid-19 virus was everywhere, on both sides of the hastily-erected fences .

				

			

			
				
					These geopolitical spaces were also shaped by our bodies, with hands made raw from too much washing .

				

			

			
				
					Thônex
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					The state was casting fishing nets across the landscape to catch a virus .

				

			

			
				
					Mosquito nets protected us all from invisible predators .

				

			

			
				
					La Rippe
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					Croix-de-Rozon
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					As we roamed across our changing landscapes, the historical depth of these border lines was inescapable . We collected anecdotes .

				

			

			
				
					In Veyrier, the cross-border jewish cemetery told its old, old tales .

				

			

			
				
					Millenial tales of belonging, exile, persecution and homecoming .

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier
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					With entrances in both countries, the funeral center and prayer hall were in Switzerland while all burial grounds and plots were in France .

				

			

			
				
					Created in 1920 on private ground, it allowed the jewish community to bury their dead in an appropriate way, creatively bypassing the rule of the canton of Geneva that only allowed non-faith-based cemeteries .

				

			

			
				
					This unique geographic location played a significant role during the second world war as it allowed many jewish people to escape nazi extermination by passing through this unique stretch of border .

				

			

			
				
					An extended field, bought subsequently, was connected to the main site by an underground tunnel .

				

			

			
				
					Israelite cemetery of Veyrier
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					It was an extraordinary place, cut-through by history, faith and geopolitics, finding a deeply pragmatic solution to a thorny issue .

				

			

			
				
					Perhaps in testament to its history, or to its status as private land, it remained open . No fences stretched across the border within the perimeter walls .

				

			

			
				
					We cautiously wandered around, unsure what would happen if we did actually cross the invisible line, reaching the tombstones, in France .

				

			

			
				
					Somehow, here, we felt removed from these abnormal times . Hosted by a place that had once offered refuge and had provided safe passage in troubled times .

				

			

			
				
					A reminder that borders divide, but also save .

				

			

			
				
					A reminder That territories are what we choose to make them: places of exclusion or of safety .

				

			

			
				
					Israelite cemetery of Veyrier
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					In the weeks of the first big border closure in the spring of 2020, that was the only time I crossed into France, on tip toes .

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier /Étrembières
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					As the days passed, some border crossings started opening, often only allowing passage in one direction, at set times of the day . Others remained firmly shut.

				

			

			
				
					Bodies, border posts, new laws, barriers opening and closing, in new places, at specific times:all of these took part in making new infrastructures of power, in changing landscapes .

				

			

			
				
					Across the line, the french population was still strictly confined, needing justifications and certificates to leave home .

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier border crossing
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					It was difficult to keep up to date with all the changing rules . We were bombarded relentlessly with information .

				

			

			
				
					All these instructions shaped new spaces of security, by hinting at danger beyond their border .

				

			

			
				
					Our trips were constrained and controlled.

				

			

			
				
					We could only gaze at the cable car on the Salève mountain in France . In previous times, we’d thought of this as part of our home .

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier border post
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					One morning, we rushed to the partially-reopened border in Soral, to witness its closing at 9am, after essential workers had been allowed through .

				

			

			
				
					The cement blocks had been moved to the side of the road .

				

			

			
				
					The border guard smiled, perplexed by my request to photograph the moment.

				

			

			
				
					He was just doing his job .

				

			

			
				
					he held the keys to the new padlock .

				

			

			
				
					He was both state power and vulnerable worker .

				

			

			
				
					Soral II border crossingApril 22th 2020

				

			

			
				
					Soral II border crossingApril 19th 2020
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					We were still out of breath from our bicycle ride when the lock was placed on the gate .

				

			

			
				
					A car approached on the french side, two minutes late .

				

			

			
				
					It turned back .

				

			

			
				
					Timetables were sacred here .

				

			

			
				
					Soral II border crossing
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					During our tours, we started to notice small transgressions .

				

			

			
				
					A dog, snuffling across the border .

				

			

			
				
					I greeted him like a long-lost friend from another world .

				

			

			
				
					Maybe his owner was responsible for the tractor tire marks passing around the blocks, flattening the grass ?

				

			

			
				
					Poetic transgressions .

				

			

			
				
					Only later did I notice the dog’s pin-chipped collar .

				

			

			
				
					His movements, like ours, were being monitored .

				

			

			
				
					Lully / Norcier
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					Our transgressions took place only in our minds . We could imagine crossing the lines, carving out fantasy bike tours on paper . But our bodies were stuck to the ground, disciplined by makeshift barriers and by our own fears .

				

			

			
				
					We lived surrounded by ghost territories . They haunted us, but we could neither see them, nor visit.
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					As weeks passed, we noticed new patterns emerging .

				

			

			
				
					The border fences were not only places of division .

				

			

			
				
					They were also impromptu social spaces .

				

			

			
				
					Spots for enjoying snacks after diligently cycling around chasing ghosts and cement blocks .

				

			

			
				
					Places to refuel the semi-willing participants of their parents’ new obsession .
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					In La plaine, we observed grandparents living in France coming to see their son and grandson .

				

			

			
				
					The little boy, low on the ground, noticed a small hole passing through the middle of the large cement blocks .

				

			

			
				
					He played peek-a-boo through it with his grandmother .

				

			

			
				
					The walls were becoming playthings, new intimate spaces, territories with new meaning .

				

			

			
				
					Family reunions, usually held in kitchens and sitting-rooms, were taking place outside .

				

			

			
				
					New domestic spaces constructed in the middle of the road .

				

			

			
				
					La Plaine

				

			

			
				
					From a mapdrawn by Louis Binz
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					One afternoon, I met up briefly with a friend who lived across the border, on the outskirts of the city .

				

			

			
				
					She had to fill a form to justify leaving her house .

				

			

			
				
					We were trying to live social lives in constrained and shifting spaces .

				

			

			
				
					But even if we kept a safe distance, our chat wasn’t relaxed . We weren’t meant to be meeting .

				

			

			
				
					Our conversation took place under the gaze of a young soldier .

				

			

			
				
					A few days later, she tried to meet family members there . But they were ordered to disperse .

				

			

			
				
					Shifting rules were interpreted differently.

				

			

			
				
					Thônex, Route d’Ambilly
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					As the weeks rolled on, there were welcoming signs of change .

				

			

			
				
					The schools reopened . In hospitals, less people were dying .

				

			

			
				
					Our bodies were getting stronger from all the cycling . Our skin was getting used to the endless hand washing .

				

			

			
				
					But our landscapes were still haunted .

				

			

			
				
					Territories marked in chalk, wire, tape, branches and concrete were still shaping our social worlds .

				

			

			
				
					Lully
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					This chapter lays out the project design during a crisis, how this led to grounding research in diverse produced and collected visual material, and how this connected to slow scholarship. It ends with a call to think of political borders as infrastructure, thinking of them as collective, social, and spatial.

					Lockdown and beyond

					Some research projects appear to be mapped out on design boards, with carefully crafted budgets and timelines, numbered work packages, milestones, calendars and deliverables. They seem to be born fully formed, with neat bibliographies and laid-out hypotheses, before being evaluated by thoughtful peers, approved and funded. This was not one of those. Instead, it was an exercise that started with blind wonder about the world, steeped in confusion and multiple questions, and with me struggling with them for months and months. It was time spent working out exactly where fieldwork began and ended, and whether it ever did, from the doorstep of home to dusty archives, from meandering walks outside in muddy fields to waiting for the bus. It was an exercise in working out slowly what the research question was and what the results, if any, might have been. Perhaps more than anything, it was also an opportunity to dwell once again on the delight of research: the excitement, the bafflement, the confusion, the joy, and the drive to understand something. To sit with the pain and difficulty of reducing the complexity of the world into neat narratives, as if one should. Just as there wasn’t a neat start to the project, there probably wasn’t a clear end. This book was just one more stepping stone. But looking back, it wasn’t just one long process. Different phases took place. A turning point happened around the first Covid-19 lockdown, in the Spring of 2020. 

					As our two children set off to school on Friday the 13th March 2020, I remember suggesting that they take an extra bag to carry home as many school books as possible. I had been reading the Italian newspapers online, and suspected we were also about to enter some sort of lockdown. A few days earlier, Switzerland had banned all large events of more than 1’000 people1. That evening we all sat in front of the television, listening to President Simonetta Sommaruga speak to the nation during a special programme, flipping between languages as she explained the decisions taken. In an emergency meeting, the Swiss Federal Council2 had chosen to take extraordinary measures3 and granted itself full powers, rather than consult the 
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					parliament. Until at least the end of the following month, events with more than 100 people were banned. Restaurants, bars and discotheques could no longer accom-modate more than 50 customers. Older and vulnerable people were not supposed to go into shops. All schools and higher education institutions were closed until at least the 4th April 2020. Entry into Switzerland from Italy was restricted. We were left reeling from the implications of her statement. I photographed the television screen, sure that this was a moment I wanted to remember. Our lives were about to change.

					The lockdowns that were imposed on our cities, cantons and states as a response to the pandemic were extraordinary state-sanctioned spatial interventions, in terms of scale and scope. However, as Laketa, Gökarıksel and Fregonese (2023) remind us, these were not unprecedented security measures. Similar policies have longer political histories connected to domestic safety, public order, health or even warfare: “be it as a result of war, terrorism, natural disaster, or pandemic – lockdown is more than an intervention in physical space and infrastructure alone. It is also an interven-tion that mobilizes, and often relies on, the sphere of the intimate along different and often unequal geographies of vulnerability” (Laketa 2023: 1495). As the pandemic unrolled on our screens and in our sitting room, these connections between broader geopolitics and the intimate space of the home were inescapable. (I return in detail to these interlocking geographical scales and territories in Chapter 2.)

					Switzerland was not part of the European Union. But Switzerland and France were both members of the Schengen area, normally allowing free movement without being subject to border checks. From early March 2020, as the virus started to spread, Schengen Area countries temporarily reintroduced border controls between member states. They also restricted intra-EU travel using entry bans and the shutting down of international passenger transport: “The so-called EU travel ban – the closure of the EU’s external borders and restriction of entry into the EU from third countries” (Carrera and Ngo 2020: 16). These travel bans and entry restrictions were imple-mented through additional conditions, requirements, or obligations that prevented people or groups from entering a country, including but not limited to entry bans and mandatory quarantine. “Switzerland became the third Schengen country to reintro-duce internal border controls owing to Covid-19. From 13 March 2020, Switzerland applied border controls at its internal land borders with Italy. This was subsequently extended to its land borders with France, Germany, and Austria from 16 March, and to Swiss air borders with Italy, France, Germany, Austria, and Spain from 18 March 2020. On 25 March 2020, Switzerland further extended its internal border controls to its internal air borders with all Schengen countries except for Liechtenstein” (Carrera and Ngo 2020: 21). In this case, the term ‘internal’ refers to borders within the Schengen area, not within the country: unlike some other European countries, Switzerland never limited travel between regions or cantons, nor placed formal restrictions on mobility.

					From 16th March, with 3’700 Covid-19 cases detected in Switzerland, including more than 1’000 new cases that day, 34 deaths, and hospitals looking as though they might be overwhelmed, the Swiss Federal Council declared a state of health emergency throughout the country (“Situation extraordinaire” according to Article 7 of the Federal law on epidemics4), giving it power to take exceptional measures to 
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					deal with the epidemic. All public and private events were banned, and the closure of almost all establishments open to the public was imposed: shops, restaurants, entertainment and leisure venues, hairdressers, and beauty salons. Only food shops, transport, hotels, banks, post offices and takeaway restaurants could remain open. The army and civil protection were deployed to support the healthcare system and to assist with border control5. By 24th March 2020, 8’838 people had tested posi-tive. In April 2020, during the first wave, the epidemic peaked in Switzerland with more than 25’000 new cases detected in total, including up to 1’300 in a single day. There were to be many more waves of the pandemic. Although other restrictions and workplace closures were ordered, none were comparable to that first big lockdown, our Grand Confinement. 

					While the progression of the virus was largely comparable in France, our closest neighbour, as was the strong pressure on the health system, the official response to policing internal movement was very different. On the 17th March, a generalized travel ban for purposes other than work, essential purchases, health or family reasons, and short trips related to personal physical activity was imposed, with an additional restriction a few days later on short trips, limited to one hour a day within a maximum radius of one kilometre of home and linked to personal physical activity, up until the 10th May 20206. In the following months, a series of different rules and regulations were imposed limiting movement, often to within a certain defined distance of each person’s home7. While we enjoyed freedom of movement within Switzerland during these times, once it was possible to cross the border again several months later, we were indirectly also subjected to the changing regulations of our closest neighbour. Most Schengen countries started lifting their national border controls from around mid-May 2020, but France kept these in place for longer.

					Researching during a crisis

					How can scholars continue to work when the world stops and territories lock down ? When the Covid-19 pandemic took over our lives, I was familiar with some of the litera-ture on territory that I discuss in the next chapter. I had just finished a paper analysing international diplomatic discourse and territory (Fall 2020b), making use of feminist approaches to territory. In the whirlwind of events that followed the beginning of the first great lockdown these and other readings were set aside. Overnight, in different ways around the world, people’s lives changed. Like so many others, I focussed on adapting to life semi-confined within a family of two grown-ups, two children and two cats. In Switzerland, we were incited to stay home, schools closed. My partner and I worked and taught online from home. A new visual language appeared around us, trying to make the new and confusing rules tangible. (fig. 1, next page)

					As our curiosity about our new world took over from the initial sheer panic of those first few days, we started to venture outside on long bike rides in the countryside. I started to connect my professional background as a geographer to this new reality. My family lives in a village outside the city of Geneva, part of what is officially known as the Republic and Canton of Geneva. It is a mixture of old village houses and new housing 
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					developments, with some commercial and light industrial areas, on the urban outskirts. Agricultural fields stretch beyond, part of the green belt. Although well connected by tram to the urban core, it also takes less than ten minutes by bicycle to reach the international border with France. This is a land of confines, of transitions. A space in between here and there. 

					In those early days of lockdown, I can remember my partner speaking on the phone to his father who lived close by, and who we purposely didn’t see in person. The Swiss rules on social distancing were only recommendations, but we took them seriously. My father-in-law spoke of concrete blocks and barriers close to his home, placed along the international border with France. We decided to see these for ourselves during one of our daily family excursions in the fresh air. Armed with water bottles and sunscreen, we set off on our bikes in the glorious weather of that odd Spring. We stopped close to the large motorway border passage point in Bardonnex, usually chock-full with commuter traffic. It was eerily quiet, with barely a car on the road. There, the state border was open, although very few cars had the right documen-tation to pass. In the Canton of Geneva, a territory practically surrounded by France, only six border passage points out of the usual 32 border posts were still open, with an additional two allowing passage for a few hours a day. All others were sealed comple-tely shut, the roads closed by cement blocks, fences or gates. We had read about this in the local newspaper. We could understand that it made sense in these exceptional circumstances. What we hadn’t anticipated was what was done to seal off all the other border passage points, the smaller roads and footpaths that usually almost seamlessly connected the landscape on both sides of the border. 

					As we cycled along, we came up to a field that stretched along the border. At the edge of it, where the footpath crossed a stream into France, a haphazard assortment of 
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					1. poster of covid regulations, 28.04.2020.

				

			

			
				
					2. to left, Sign at the closed border crossing at Soral, indicating which passage points were still open (Photo 19th April 2020).

					3. to the right, The first closed border we encountered in the countryside near Bardonnex (Photo 5th April 2020).
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					metal fences and tape blocked the way. They looked both official and improvised: an odd mix of road fences, tape, chains, printed signs and references to emergency laws. “No crossing or attempted crossing allowed for shopping, leisure, tourism or visiting,” said the paper sign, enclosed in rough plastic. The border we usually crossed without thinking was suddenly completely shut to us. We were fenced in (Fall 2020a). It was the first of many such improvised installations we were to observe that day, apparently put up overnight by the local gendarmerie and police officers to close off habitual passage points. I had not expected to see the normally invisible line made so tangible in the landscape. I was both horrified and fascinated. (fig. 2-3) 

					Our subsequent cycle tours were mapped increasingly to visit as many of these curious border zones as possible, observing the closures, and taking stock of the spectacular yet almost pathetic attempts to seal off two halves of an integrated territory. I wanted to see and photograph these strange temporary spaces. I needed to witness them directly; to show them to my children who had no personal expe-rience of closed political borders. So, day by day and week by week, we started exploring our new bounded environment, paradoxically visiting many places along the border that I had never been to. When you can go everywhere, you often don’t. Make something impossible, then testing and tasting the limit, seeing how far you can go and head-butting against the forbidden becomes distinctly attractive. We started touring our closed world, beating the bounds of our lived territory. 

					During that first lockdown, we never willingly crossed into France, except once very briefly within the cross-border Jewish cemetery in Veyrier. Not crossing the border seemed very important. It suddenly mattered to know exactly where the invisible line was. From 21th June 2020, when rules changed, our trips included visits on the French side of the border zone, in accordance with the ever-changing legal require-ments imposed at different times. Sometimes we were allowed to travel in France only 30 km from our home, even if this was across the border in Switzerland, as two different sets of national geographical rules collided. We cycled in France holding our Swiss electricity bills to prove our home address. When two of us caught Covid-19 in March 2021, we didn’t leave the house at all for more than 15 days. Our home was divided into contaminated and uncontaminated zones. The cats wandered between the two, confused and frustrated to find all inside doors firmly shut. 

					Beating the bounds

					The expression “beating the bounds” refers to an ancient custom, observed during the Middle Ages, sometimes beyond, in parts of England, Wales and Germany, that involved touring local landmarks and swatting them with branches or sticks to main-tain a shared mental map of parish boundaries (Tratman 1931). During such an event, a group of citizens from a community, parish or political community, would walk along the geographic boundaries of their locality in order to share, reconstruct and maintain a mental memory and map of the precise location of these boundaries. In some locations, such traditional ritual walks are still held, imbued with new meanings (Darian-Smith 2002; Hindle 2008). While contemporary surveying and cartographic 
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					methods have changed and such customs are no longer required to preserve poli-tical divisions, this geographical experience of walking that builds a shared sense of community remains relevant. It was certainly a term and practice that haunted the back of my mind as I explored the backstreets and paths of my home along the international border.

					The Swiss political border is unique in that it is completely and painstakingly demar-cated materially, using large boundary stones or smaller brass pegs. Each marker provides precise information on the direction and location of the border, situated at each change of direction of the line. These objects must be durable and visible along the entire borderline. The maintenance and financing is meant to be carried out jointly by the two States concerned8, but the Swiss seem particularly invested. Perhaps being a small federal and relatively recent state makes it more necessary to invest emotionally in holding it together materially ? Or perhaps it just fits well with national ideals – and stereotypes – of careful precision ? In the case of the Canton of Geneva, Swiss only since 1815, such a state investment might particularly reso-nate. The border is therefore painstakingly demarcated, laying out an extraordinary necklace of stones along the entire line. (fig. 4 to 7)

					In the case of monumental rectangular border stones, opposite vertical sides indicate the respective political jurisdiction, either with a name, initial or crest; one side shows the number; and the last side usually indicates the date the stone was laid or moved. The numbers are placed so that someone walking in ascending order first sees the number as they approach. The top shows the change of direction of the line, or gives specific indications, such as when the line follows a river from that point on. These 
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					[from top to bottom, from left to right]

					4. Border stone Number 52 in Soral, showing the large “G” for Geneva on one side. 

					5. Brass border marker laid into the road, showing the change in direction of the line.

					6.The end and the beginning of cantonal lines, in Versoix: Geneva border stone Number 1 laid in 1818, next to the last border stone, Number 309, for the Canton of Vaud laid in 1824.

					7. Border stone Number 39 in Soral, laid in 2000 following the border relocation, showing the change in direction of the new borderline. The “S” is for Savoie, reflecting the old name used in the stone it replaced.
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					stones hold historical memories of the line, showing the crests of dissolved imperial powers or ghostly neighbouring states that have either disappeared or changed loca-tion. There still are border stones standing around the Canton of Geneva that reflect that the City and Republic of Berne, the Duchy of Savoie, the Kingdom of France, the Kingdom of Sardinia, or the Helvetic Republic were once neighbours (Cavaleri 2014: 41-55). These were sometimes carved anew to mark that the French Republic (F) and the Canton de Vaud were the current neighbours, but not always. 

					Today, joint demarcation committees for the Swiss/French border (Commissions mixtes d’abornement) are responsible for implementing bilateral agreements, normally with five people from each country tasked with identifying necessary work and distributing expenses equitably. In Switzerland, the Federal Council (Conseil Fédéral) nominates permanent delegates at a cantonal level. For the Republic and Canton of Geneva, this task is delegated to the Cantonal Surveyor (Géomètre Cantonal) attached to the Service de la Mensuration Officielle, part of the Direction de l’Information du Territoire. Frequent French ministerial restructuring made it a little harder to trace who exactly was a member of this commission in recent years9. Up until recently, the French delegation was composed of members from the Délégation aux affaires internationales et européennes from the Ministère de l’Intérieur et des Outre-Mers which led the French delegation, organised travel and managed the annual budget allocated by the Ministry; as well as members from the Ministère des affaires étrangères (Ministry of Foreign Affairs); the IGN – Institut national de l’information géographique et forestière (the National Geographic Institute); the Douane (customs); and the Ministère de l’équipement. The latter was replaced in 2022 by the Ministère de la transition écologique et de la cohésion des territoires (Ministry for Ecological Transition and Territorial Cohesion). Joint demarcation commissions are meant to be held alternately in France and Switzerland, annually or as needed. 

					Historically, having the two countries agree on the coordinates for precise points on maps wasn’t always easy because topographic calculation methods differed. Border markers and border stones were therefore particularly important and were faithfully maintained by the two states. The situation eased in 2015 when differing Swiss and French coordinates were replaced by unique digital European coordinates. These enshrined the official borderline, rather than the stones themselves. 

					But all borderlines were by nature temporary. In the case of the Franco-Swiss border, this was quite literally the case: diplomatic negotiations and territorial exchanges were ongoing. Recent exchanges of territory included a substantial exchange in 2000 with land changing hands in Soral (CH) / Viry (F); Bardonnex (CH) / Saint-Julien-en-Genevois (F)10; and in 2002 between Satigny (CH) / Saint-Genis-Pouilly (F); Chancy (CH) / Viry & Valleiry (F); Soral (CH) / Viry (F); and Jussy (CH) / Veigy-Foncenex (F)11. A short stretch of the international border along the Foron river is still not offi-cially delimited between the two countries (Niggeler 2023, pers. comm.12) although progress was made in 2024, awaiting approved from Paris. In Switzerland, private funding initiatives largely took over paying for the maintenance of border stones a few years ago, considered as much part of local historical heritage as a surveying issue13. Nevertheless, all official work during border changes was carried out and funded by the state. 
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					While these institutions were responsible for tracing and maintaining the borderline itself, other state bodies were enrolled in making it material and real. I return to these below, when I lay out what visual material was collected during this project.

					Exploring, photographing and documenting the border zone visually

					States build all sorts of different infrastructure to make invisible lines tangible. Here, I lay out how I carried out a visual ethnography of the lockdown crisis at the interna-tional border, and how this subsequently turned into a broader geographical research project that led to the writing of the comic Along the Line. 

					In the early days of the first lockdown, my family and I used pedal-powered bicycles and, sometimes, a child-adapted tandem to move around the Canton, travelling to the border from our home on the outskirts of the city of Geneva. The total duration of each of these tours was usually about two hours, designed to include several stretches along the Swiss/French border, looping back home. 

					The curious political context at the outset of this project explained why I focussed so much on things, on material infrastructure and on the visual performances and manifestations of borders. In those early days, when we couldn’t really speak or meet with new people, it would have been impossible – or at least extremely unwise – to carry out interviews with people beyond my immediate family. Although the lockdowns were affecting people differently, and my situation was unusually privileged, I didn’t have access to relevant and objective information. I considered trying to carry out phone interviews with key informants such as border guards, cross-border workers, or my own colleagues, but everyone – including me – was wrapped up in their own crises. It didn’t seem to make sense to pursue it. 

					In parallel, changing regulations and procedures on research concerning humans were in debate at the University of Geneva. It was ambiguous whether I would need official clearance from a centralized ethics committee before speaking to anyone. Norms based on life sciences were being applied to the social sciences, making my colleagues and myself uneasy and concerned. In a situation fraught in multiple ways, working with things offered multiple advantages: I could gather visual field information and impressions, I carefully avoided photographing people, and took time to work out whether this was leading me anywhere. Although not ethically neutral, this approach seemed at least safe enough. I could honestly feel that I wasn’t harming anyone, putting vulnerable people in danger, or bringing my university into disrepute14.

					As a result, I am convinced that I saw things that I might not have noticed otherwise. By de facto editing out participants or interview partners, my gaze was drawn to the places, the infrastructure, the material manifestations on the border. Rather than produce a study on cross-border workers or the violence of migration, I looked at the macro material manifestations of power. I recorded the tiny details that made the abstraction of borders visible. I followed in the footsteps of the extraordinary state investment and of institutions that buttress them. I also looked inwards, in a sort of spontaneous auto-ethnography, producing a form of autographic, a visual 
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					auto-ethnography: the author, through their autobiographical avatar, could be a particularly active, visible participant in crafting their own selfhood (Whitlock 2006; Whitlock and Poletti 2008). If at times it seemed that I was observing the world after all humans had fled, it paradoxically felt rather appropriate to those extraordinary times. Perhaps scholars needed time relearning social skills after those odd times ? It certainly changed how I did research and freed me to try something open-ended.

					This focus on things continued when our immediate world opened up again. Once movement and travel restrictions were lifted after the first big lockdown, we conti-nued to haunt the border area following the ebb and flow of changing rules. These were often difficult to keep up with, particularly in a borderland such as Geneva. Changing rules were often substantially different on both sides of the international border. Our excursions evolved from witnessing the crisis of closure into a desire to walk, observe and photograph peaceful stretches along the entire international border between the Canton of Geneva and France, variously haunted by the emer-gency closures. 

					From February 2022 to March 2024, on a whim, my partner and I decided to walk the entire 105,2 kilometres of land border between the Canton of Geneva and France15 in a series of looping walks each lasting two to four hours. What started as an unplanned and improvised family experience during the first lockdown, capturing images of places within family snapshots, distinct from any pre-approved research method or framework, transformed into something closer to visual ethnographic and geographical research (see Chapter 3). These walks were almost always taken with my partner, less frequently alone or with one or both of our children or with friends and extended family. We planned our routes using paper maps16 and subsequently, when I had a new phone with European data roaming, also using the Swisstopo App that accurately showed individual border stones. We sometimes consulted the French phone App IGN Rando but frequently found it less accurate on the ground. The guidebook Histoire de bornes: les frontières de Genève by Cavaleri (2014) was invaluable in helping us locate and identify added border stone curiosities. A local historical atlas (Barbier and Schwarz 2016) answered our many questions about past political authorities and territories.

					During these different excursions, I recorded aspects of the places visited using digital photography. Until November 2021, I used a clumpy iPad to take pictures, then a smaller iPhone with georeferenced positioning. Between March 2020 and March 2024 when we completed our walk, I took over 3’000 photographs showing areas on both sides of the Geneva border. These reflected the changes in these lands-capes, as the cement blocks and fences of the acute phase of the pandemic were moved aside. They also reflected my change of focus. I increasingly sought out the mundane infrastructure underpinning the border, rather than only the spectacular fences of lockdown: searching out not only most of the border stones that demar-cate and inscribe each change of direction on the ground, but also the assorted buildings connected to customs and control along the line. I looked for the small details. The only people photographed were my immediate family, or the people walking with us. This formed the first corpus of visual material that I drew upon to write the comic. Subsequently, all the walks were narrated in a series of short online 
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					posts (on Twitter: February 2022 – November 2022; then on Mastodon: December 2022 – March 2024). I used this public journaling as my main visual notebook and archive. These were later extracted as PDF files from the online social media sites respectively using Thread Reader and Mastodon Thread Renderer.

					The second set of visual material, in paper and digital formats, was collected from map and visual state archives. Over several months, I consulted and photographed documents with permission from the following collections: the Archives d’État de Genève, in the Ancien Arsenal and the Terrassière depot, in particular from their remarkable collection of maps and original treaties; the archives of the Service de la Mensuration Officielle of the Département du territoire; documents and photographs from the Office du patrimoine et des sites from the Service de l’inventaire des monu-ments d’art et d’histoire; maps, photographs and postcards from the Centre d’Icono-graphie Genevoise; and maps and postcards from the Archives départementales de la Haute-Savoie, in particular from the Fonds de cartes postales anciennes, semi-mo-dernes et modernes (1890-2000). Wherever possible, and even if documents were available in digital format, I consulted and photographed the original paper copies, assembling a rich corpus to assist in drawing the comic. I also gathered a personal collection of over 40 postcards connected to the Swiss and French border, mainly early 20th century photographs of border posts and connected landscapes around the Canton of Geneva, bought from online vendors. Some held snippets of personal stories that were not used in this project, but that would offer potential for future research. Researching the circulation and content of postcards is an expanding and dynamic field (Ferguson 2005; Reverseau and Nachtergael 2022) but was beyond the scope of this project. (fig. 8)

					Je vous écris auprès d’une cascade bruyante, en contemplant l’Arve impétueux qui file à toute allure vers le Rhône, dans un petit bistrot où on ne sert la bière qu’en canettes d’un litre alors 
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					8. a postcard of the border post in Moillesulaz, Haute-Savoie, with hand-drawn inscription “douane Suisse”.
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					je déguste lentement, mais je m’apprête à attaquer le Petit Salève, c’est à pic et au moins 10 fois haut comme la Côte des 2 amants. Je ne crois pas que j’irai en haut. Je suis descendu à Annemasse avec l’espoir de Genève mais je suis arrêté à la frontière à 4 km de la terre promise. Je dois partir ce soir pour Thonon (mon 5e verre de bière).

					The date on the card, handwritten, was ambiguous: was it 08.04.1942 or 08.04.1947 ? I read it as 1942 the first time, but then I doubted. The significance of the text, depic-ting the dream of crossing into Switzerland, described as a promised land, was very different in each case: was this a war-time border covered in barbed wire held by occupying soldiers or not ? Was this written by a person seeking sanctuary, fleeing for their life, or just a tourist ? There was no name, and no address. 

					Such personal narratives were fascinating and endlessly touching, when so much was left unsaid or was merely suggested, in micro-stories with little context. In some postcards that I encountered, individuals sent a series of cards to the same person, providing a short epistolary series. Such promising written material was not included nor analysed. Instead, I used them only as indirect evidence that told stories about past landscapes and hinted at changes and permanence. The commercial produc-tion of a substantial corpus of early 20th century postcards of sites and buildings connected to the border, produced, printed and sold in Switzerland and in France, and their acquisition and use by ordinary people could be taken as an indication of the relevance of these sites in the construction of a broader sense of place. It would be something worth returning to for a subsequent project. 

					I repeatedly visited and photographed the sites present in all these collected images, often with the postcard in hand: to observe, experience, capture and draw these haunted places. Rossetto writes about the embodied nature of this process of tracking down places featured in old photographs, in a project revisiting First World War cemeteries:

					When a rephotographer tracks down a location depicted in an old photograph, the details of the environment that match up with the old photo serve as reference points, or “time-bridges” […] between two temporal planes. These are details from the present scene that match the existing photograph. These time-bridges may be spectacular or very modest […]. These time-bridges are survivors that have materially witnessed the event depicted in the past image. Present in both the photograph and in physical reality, they become gateways for the past to encroach on the present […]. Repeat photography is based on those physical matching points, on those non-human time-bridges. Through the rephotographic technique, the body-subject, which is always situated in space and time thereby inhabits not only another’s body, but also another’s spacetime. This situation emerges through the co-existence of the subject’s flesh and the flesh of the (past and present) physical world, thanks to the work done by the material objects that function as time-bridges. While it is a process governed by the intentional subject through his or her rephotography project, it always also involves an unpredictable exposure to alterity. (Rossetto 2019: 132)

					I enjoyed playfully finding the correct vantage point to reproduce old photographs and postcars, building time-bridges in place. Some frames could be reproduced almost identically, with buildings still standing although their purpose had often changed, in other cases the landscape was unrecognizable. Capturing the right angle sometimes meant standing in the middle of extremely busy roads, when past photo-graphs showed only light or no traffic ! But despite the inevitable landscape changes, 
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					the places captured couldn’t escape their singular location on the borderline. I wanted all my sketches to be rooted in observation, giving them ground-proofed credibi-lity. Like a doubting Thomas, I wanted to have seen things before believing them. Likewise, I wanted my readers to understand that the comic was rooted in careful fieldwork, not speculation or only second-hand material. I assembled a great number of images, only using a small representative selection in the end product, either because the boundaries of the project were redefined or because choices inevitably had to be made. This always happens with qualitative research, but even knowing that didn’t make renouncing the use of some images any less agonizing. 

					In taking these photographs, I was mindful of using photography as a mode of obser-ving, mediating my experience of place through the use of a specific technology, trying to educate my attention as Ernwein puts it (2020). Because I needed photo-graphs at specific scales and angles to produce my subsequent sketches, it changed how I encountered the field, making me observe things differently and more slowly. Many of my photos show my partner away in the distance, continuing his walk as I stayed back, focussing on tiny details. Walking with someone doesn’t mean that both people share the same experience (Rabbiosi 2021). 

					Open visual research design and slow scholarship

					The rich visual material assembled provided the basis for drafting the stand-alone visual graphic narrative. In this section, I explain the project design choices that grounded this project of developing visually sensitive scholarly writing. In Chapter 3, I explore further how writing in comics and graphic narrative changes geographical research.

					Because I did not set out with any specific pre-established theory or research object, this visual assembling helped frame the boundaries of the topic. I formulated ideas and hypotheses from the material assembled over several years. These observa-tions didn’t start from an entirely blank theoretical slate. As a geographer, I had been writing on territory and borders for many years (Fall 2005, 2006, 2010, 2014, 2020c; Fall and Domingos 2020), although I had focussed on other topics before the pandemic broke out. These prior studies made it easier to connect my obser-vations in the field to existing scholarship. My short comic produced in the middle of lockdown (Fall 2020a) was a first attempt at formulating ideas in graphic form, suggesting interpretative possibilities rather than secure arguments.

					The distinction often made between inductive and deductive qualitative research – between research questions and theoretical frameworks considered and chosen before or after empirical fieldwork was carried out – was frequently rather artificial. Was mine an inductive project ? Or did the inductive phase simply last longer than usual, stretching over several years ? The perimeter, timeframe, purpose and nature of the research were certainly far from pre-defined. These emerged not only during observation but also while writing and drawing the comic. Such an open-ended approach to research design was relatively unusual for me, particularly in the current climate of pre-approved project funding and increasingly codified research ethics 
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					that scholars have been describing and analysing for many years17 (Collignon 2010; Burton-Jeangros 2017; Riom 2017). 

					Far from the unhelpful stereotype of an Ivory Tower, contemporary academics have many competing and contradictory demands on their time. In a co-authored paper, scholars noted:

					The difficulty juggling the standard academic triad of research, teaching, and service; we recognize not only that different institutions prioritize these differently, but that they need not be mutually exclusive. Rather, our concern involves the ever-increasing demands of academic life: the accele-ration of time in which we are expected to do more and more. The “more” includes big tasks, such as teaching larger classes, competing for dwindling publicly funded grants that also bring opera-ting money to our universities, or sitting on innumerable university administrative committees. It also includes the constant stream of smaller requests demanding timely responses, such as quarterly updates to funding agencies, annual institutional review exercises, and pressure on us as knowledge workers to stay on constant alert through the demands of social media. We find that these often overwhelming demands exact an isolating psychic and physical toll that is neither reasonable nor sustainable. (Mountz 2015: 1237) 

					This is a stark portrait of what can be perceived as a privileged profession, parti-cularly when holding a permanent position. Nevertheless, the need to rethink how we work and write resonated deeply. I was drawn to their suggestion to develop “a feminist mode of slow scholarship (that) works for deep reflexive thought, engaged research, joy in writing and working with concepts and ideas driven by our passions” (Mountz 2015: 1253). Claiming time, building shared time into everyday life, and buffering each other and ourselves from unrealistic and counterproductive norms that have become standard expectations seemed particularly important to me after the crisis caused by the pandemic. 

					Verteuil (2022) suggested that this desire to slow down worked well with unhurried methods in visual research. He suggested that engaging with the mundane in cities by broadening the visual apprehension of the city ultimately produced better and more careful research practices (Verteuil 2022). Capturing slow changes, taking time-series photographs that represented small details of change almost randomly, with no fixed plan at the outset, created counter-visual productions through embo-died and experiential processes. For him, recording visual change over decades, crea-ting long time-lapse sequences of places allowed something different to be made tangible. My own observations of the border during and after crisis were different in scope but did share a commitment to crafting visual narratives of change rooted in place.

					It was a phase fed by joy, by the pleasure and companionship in cycling and walking with people I love, blurring work and life boundaries. The danger of such muddling is that work risks dripping into every aspect of our lives, with little respite. During the first lockdown, when home became the workplace of so many people, this muddling was particularly acute. Paradoxically, reintroducing independent scholarly thinking into my daily routine at that time was a way of making sense of the intense situa-tion: a balm rather than a bane. Once normal work rhythms and places were re-es-tablished, the creative aspect of writing the comic avoided the project becoming overwhelming, even when an increasing number of family weekends were taken 
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					up with walking along the border. This long inductive phase, based on observation, photography and the slow constitution of a multi-faceted visual archive was followed by more deductive research, largely carried out from and with the visual corpus. I will return to this process of grounding research in and writing from visual material in Chapter 3. 

					As the deadline with my editor loomed and was moved back several times, I wondered if this supple approach to research design would work. Was this really, in the common understanding of the term, a research project ? I was juggling writing a comic, walking along the border at the weekend, assembling visual and bibliographic material, and pushing back the drafting of this methods volume: avoiding what I still thought of as the real writing. None of it was funded, and I paid for the postcards that arrived regularly in the post using personal funds. As the balance between the written narrative and the graphic narrative shifted towards taking the latter seriously, I started to feel that this was, indeed, a research project. I might be doing things differently, but I was also producing something that I could be proud of. I felt invi-gorated every time I spoke to others about my slow progress18. The unconventional calendar, the lack of imposed boundaries allowed the graphic narrative to blossom and take centre stage. It became the site where research questions were shaped in a way that was intellectually rewarding. I was writing through comics, using the slow walking, slow drawing as sites for making meaning. The writing was truly grounded in the visual material, emerging out of it.

					Observing and researching infrastructure

					As mentioned earlier, I chose to focus on the international border zone in a way that risked making it appear empty of people. I did not look at the effects of the border on the lives of inhabitants or migrants. The multiple practices that made and held the line were considered only to the extent that they fashioned border infrastructure. Although this approach was partly the result of the conditions in which the project started, it was something that I had wanted to do for a long time. I can remember, speaking about wanting to write a biography of borders during the interview for my first permanent academic job at the Open University in 2005. Perhaps this project was one step on the way of finally doing that ? 

					Such a focus on the social dimensions of materiality, and specifically on the connec-tions between what have been called socio-material-affective assemblages, have inspired many geographers (De Landa 2016; Anderson and MacFarlane 2011; Ghoddhousi and Page 2020; Dittmer 2022). Although sympathetic to much of this writing, I got frus-trated with some of the ways of writing about affect that seem to reinvent, in compli-cated terms, what feminist geographers had been doing for years, a point clearly made by Kinkaid (2021a, 2021b). Instead of drawing on assemblage theory, and in parallel to the writing by feminist geographers that I engaged with in Chapter 2, I found greater inspiration from studies of infrastructure in science and technology studies:

					Between their familiarity and their unannounced, unexplained presence, infrastructural systems are easy to see but just as easy to ignore, unless we bring our conscious attention to 
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					bear on them. Once we do, we begin to see that we are surrounded by networks, made visible not just by colorful squiggles but by sewer grates, telephone poles, mailboxes, access covers, transformer boxes, fire hydrants, railway lines, and on and on and on. The contrail of a jet airplane makes the invisible air travel corridors in the sky above us temporarily visible, just as spray paint does for underground ducts. Survey markers and street signs remind us that all of these networks were made possible by the centuries-long project of measuring the world, first with maps, then with clocks, and now with modern satellite mapping, which entangles the two. Even if the networks themselves are buried or intangible, we can visualize them by connecting the traces that we can see, knitting together people, buildings, and the world around us, in our home neighbourhood or across the planet. These visible markers show us not only the extent of these networks in space but also how they extend through time. Every marker, whether it’s an imposing monument or a scrap of fabric, is there to send a message from the past to the future. Infrastructural networks are enduring, and that endurance shapes the way that new systems build on top of – or underneath, or alongside – the older ones. (Chachra 2023: 6)

					For Chachra, infrastructure was all the stuff that we didn’t think about, its presence and characteristics taken as given. This meant thinking about it only partly as an engineering problem since infrastructure was above all a physical, cultural, and insti-tutional process that provided an ever-changing function. When deployed, infrastruc-tural systems “create enduring relationships not just between the people who share the network but also between those people and place, where they are in the world and the landscape the network traverses” (Chachra 2023: 13). Seeing infrastructure not as an engineer might but instead as “revealing of social relations, rather than merely as objects of techno-scientific study in their own rights whose efficiency, precision, accuracy or functioning needs to be optimized through technical inter-ventions” (Kanoi 2022: 2) allowed the different kinds of forces and social relations at work in particular sites to be made tangible. These authors clarified what they meant in stating that infrastructure was technically social in two senses: as a tech-nical system illuminating the social; and as fundamentally social, where humans themselves become part of the infrastructure. In this way, infrastructures mediated exchange over distance, bringing different people, objects, and spaces into interac-tion and forming the base on which modern economic and social systems operated (Larkin 2013).

					Infrastructure was therefore boring, or at least mundane, because the best possible outcome was nothing happening, or at least nothing unexpected or untoward, due to “sufficient attention, specialized care and unceasing oversight” (Chachra 2023: 17). Thinking about political borders in this way helped me understand how they “are the political determinants of where our physical bodies may be located. To the extent that infrastructural systems embody sustained relationships, borders set the terms of who gets to be in them” (Chachra 2023: 133). Seeing borders as technological systems that we might interact with as individuals but that are inherently collec-tive, social, and spatial, helped understand how our material world was constructed socially, piece by piece, border stone by border stone. 
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						1	See: Ordonnance sur les mesures destinées à lutter contre le coronavirus (Covid-19) du Conseil fédéral suisse, 28 février 2020 [online].

						2	The Swiss government comprises the seven members of the Federal Council. The president is elected for a one-year term of office and is regarded during that time as ‘Primus inter pares’, or first among equals.

						3	See : Ordonnance 2 sur les mesures destinées à lutter contre le coronavirus (Covid-19) (Ordon-nance 2 Covid-19), 13 mars 2020 [online]. 

						4	See RO 2015 1435, Loi fédérale sur la lutte contre les maladies transmissibles de l’homme (Loi sur les épidémies, LEp) [online]. 

						5	See (Willi 2020) for details of the specific uncertain and experimental forms of governance of the pandemic adopted by the Swiss Federal Government and Cantonal autorities; and Mavrot and Sager 2023 for analysis of blame-avoidance and the fragmented crisis management in Switzerland.

						6	See for example Décret no2020-293 du 23 mars 2020 prescrivant les mesures générales néces-saires pour faire face à l’épidémie de covid-19 dans le cadre de l’état d’urgence sanitaire, as well as subsequent declarations [online].

						7	Wikipedia pages provide good tables summarizing the confusing number of changes in the rules and regulations on movement during the pandemic, for example [online here and here].

						8	See Accord entre le Conseil fédéral et le Gouvernement de la République Française concernant l’abornement et l’entretien de la frontière [online]. More generally, see also the Ordonnance sur la mensuration officielle (OMO) du 18 novembre 1992 (État le 1er janvier 2024) [online]; and the Ordonnance du DDPS sur la mensuration officielle (OMO-DDPS) du 24 août 2023 (État le 1er janvier 2024) [online].

						9	For the latest French governmental structure, see online. 

						10	See online. 

						11	See online here and here.

						12	See also online.

						13	These include the Fondation Re-Borne set up as part of the celebrations marking the bicentenary of Geneva’s entry into the Swiss Confederation. Its primary aim was to enable the restoration of the boundary markers on the national border of the canton of Geneva. It was financed entirely by donations, including a highly successful sponsorship project of individual border stones.

						14	See Chapter 3 for additional comments about research ethics.

						15	The land border with the Canton de Vaud (Switzerland), including the enclave of Céligny, would be an added 18,2 km. The lake border of the Canton of Geneva with France is 3,5 km, and that with the Canton de Vaud is an additional 10,8 km [online].

						16	Maps 1281; 1300 and 1301 published by the Office Fédéral de la Topographie (Swisstopo), showing footpaths, were invaluable.

						17	As of 1 January 2021, mid-way through this project, the Commission de réflexion sur l’éthique de la recherche of the Geneva School of Social Sciences, the Faculty I am attached to, was no longer au-thorised to evaluate projects. This assessment was centralised for the University of Geneva at the level of the CUREG (Commission Universitaire pour une Recherche Éthique à Genève, CUREG2.0). Although this project was not subject to this formalised process, it would change how research projects such as this could be carried out in future. I return to this point in Chapter 3 in a section on research ethics.

						18	Preliminary versions of the comic were presented as “Beating the Bounds”, 9th International Eth-nography and Qualitative Research Conference, Trento (Italy) June 2023; “Beating the bounds: visual political geographies for difficult times”, Lecture des AK Politische Geographie, Deutscher Kongress für Geographie, Frankfurt (Germany), September 2023; “Auto-ethnographie en images dessinées: figurations visuelles de l’instance autoriale”, Séminaire conjoint Département de géo-graphie / IGEDT, Université de Genève (Switzerland), January 2024; as well as part of courses taught at the Università degli Studi di Cagliari (Italy) and the University of Geneva. 

				

			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					
						Bibliographie &

					

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

					
						
							Willi, Y. et al. (2020): “Responding to the COVID-19 crisis: transformative governance in Switzerland,” Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie 111(3), pp. 302-317.

						

					

				

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					2 . Making the line

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex
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					Then, one day, the blocks were moved aside .

				

			

			
				
					We could legally cross the border once more .

				

			

			
				
					Soral, April 19th 2020

				

			

			
				
					Soral, June 21th 2020
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					The open borders were enticing, but the closures still haunted us .

				

			

			
				
					Walking across felt like a transgression .

				

			

			
				
					At the time, we didn’t know that the future would include Vaccines, forms and certificates to allow and regulate travel .

				

			

			
				
					Chancy, April 22nd 2020

				

			

			
				
					Chancy, June 23nd 2020
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					The blocks were piled up by the side of the road .

				

			

			
				
					They looked ready to pounce again, reminding us that we weren’t safe yet.

				

			

			
				
					Haunting us and almost teasing . I didn’t know if they were old friends or new foes .
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					Roads closed off a few days earlier were welcoming us again .

				

			

			
				
					Even if in the past we’d never really wanted to go there, we suddenly yearned to explore every lane .

				

			

			
				
					We grasped at our new freedom, crossing and recrossing the invisible line .

				

			

			
				
					The landscape might be open to us, but the memory of the closed border was everywhere .

				

			

			
				
					I cycled across with a mixture of exhilaration and fear . Our world had shrunk so much but it had kept us feeling oddly safe .

				

			

			
				
					Roads were open again but their openness now seemed oddly unfamiliar .

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Soral
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					The cement vestiges of the first great pandemic lockdown were littered all around the canton of Geneva . I imagined it to be the same around other swiss border cantons .

				

			

			
				
					Just as these blocks were originally put in place overnight, they were moved aside equally quickly by forces unseen . I learnt later that the gendarmerie had been tasked with this .

				

			

			
				
					I felt a strange sens of banal exuberance at seeing them moved aside .

				

			

			
				
					They stood guard at the side of the road, all across the canton . Waiting . Watching .

				

			

			
				
					Soral, November 2020

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Chancy
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					One morning, as I went back to visit an open border passage point close to our home, I noticed a white car and a man with a tablet.

				

			

			
				
					He told me that he was listing and monitoring the cement blocks that had been moved aside a few months earlier .

				

			

			
				
					I was pleased to talk to someone who had been involved in transforming our landscapes, even if it was not him who had laid them down originally .

				

			

			
				
					It put a face and body to the state .

				

			

			
				
					But the list of materials he was making told a deeper story: someone needed to know where they were in case they were needed again .

				

			

			
				
					Covid-19 cases were on the rise again .

				

			

			
				
					The blocks continued to serve as beacons and watchful guardians .

				

			

			
				
					Soral, November 2nd 2020
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					I had an odd relationship with these blocks . I continued to trace and photograph their haunting presence .

				

			

			
				
					I found them absurd, terrifying and yet deeply fascinating .

				

			

			
				
					They kept pointing to other infrastructures that carved out invisible lines in our landscapes .

				

			

			
				
					They mirrored the long-standing state project of making the immaterial lines somehow real .
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					Unlike the temporary cement blocks placed on the swiss side of the border, the precise borderline was marked by long-standing stone vigils .

				

			

			
				
					Borders were defined in the words of treaties, delimited on maps, and sometimes demarcated on the ground, I remembered .

				

			

			
				
					445 border stones were placed all around the canton, marking every change of direction of the line .

				

			

			
				
					This extraordinary state project created a visual and material archive in the landscape . Each block told a story, laying out a material memory of the line .

				

			

			
				
					Anyone could beat the bounds, hopping from stone to stone, even without a map .

				

			

			
				
					No longer in use as the official demarcation since digitization took over in 2005, they were still maintained as objects of heritage .

				

			

			
				
					Dating from different periods, sometimes carved and recarved, occasionally moved, they stood guard, like odd stone januses all along the line .

				

			

			
				
					Veyrier, border stone 88One of the original Treaty of Turin stones, slowly sinking into the mud

				

			

			
				
					Dardagny, border stone 156A carved eagle, hidden in brambles, looking more like a chicken

				

			

			
				
					Perly, border stone 61An “S” for “Savoie” carved backwards and not corrected

				

			

			
				
					Croix-de-Rozon, border stone 70

				

			

			
				
					Collex,border stone 25
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					The stones and the old maps, safe in the state archives, might have offered reassurance: the border lines had barely moved in a little more than 200 years, even if their effects had hugely changed through the centuries .

				

			

			
				
					But no map nor border stone could help us orient ourselves in our new reality .

				

			

			
				
					As we cycled around, it was helpful to remember where these imaginary lines came from: not nature but human history . Constructed slowly through tentative tales of home-making through the years, shaped by wars, conflict, negotiation and hope . I’d barely ever thought about their biographies .

				

			

			
				
					Extract from a map of A . F . Bontems(1782-1864), drawn in 1815
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					Much had happened and changed in these landscapes since lieutenant general Bontems had drawn his map in 1815, the year the republic of geneva became part of the swiss confederation . But, through accidents of history both global and personal, this was what I called home . 

				

			

			
				
					Tracing my fingers across the paper map, I could still imagine walking across his hills, cycling along paths, and sitting by his rivers, feeling utter familiarity .

				

			

			
				
					When I stepped outside, the familiarity was lost. I was oddly more at ease with Bontems’ simple 19th century picture than the complicated contemporary reality that was now imposed on my body .

				

			

			
				
					As a geographer, I was well equipped to understand how maps always tell a story, rather than reflect the world as it is .

				

			

			
				
					I decided to tame my physical confusion by understanding how these mesmerizingly absurd lines were made and inscribed in the material world . I needed to craft a new map and inscribe it in my body, drawing together cement blocks, border stones, hills and rivers .
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					Perhaps the old stones held the answer, strung out along the borderline ? After all, they had been there longer than the covid cement blocks .

				

			

			
				
					In a rather haphazard way, in our newly-opened landscapes, I started following the borderline, from stone to stone, in a series of walks alone or with members of my family .

				

			

			
				
					I wasn’t looking for any territorial truths, or inescapable historical grounding, but rather just trying to make sense, slowly, step by step, of why and how humans carved out belonging in a landscape .

				

			

			
				
					A wandering geographer .

				

			

			
				
					If states needed to invest so much in claiming and maintaining the integrity of territory, then surely that pointed to the fragility, not the strength, of it ?

				

			

			
				
					As I walked, finding, touching and photographing each stone, I gained a sense of the single line, stretching 1935 km around the state of Switzerland - give or take a couple of enclaves - joining us to five other countries .

				

			

			
				
					If I wanted to follow it as it passed around the canton of geneva, I would have to pass through all sorts of inaccessible plots, forests, river banks, private gardens, and dead ends .

				

			

			
				
					A mini-adventure on the doorstep.

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Soral
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					This became something of a shared project, with varying family members . Then, progressively, just two of us, as the novelty wore off .

				

			

			
				
					As our walk progressed, week by week, stretch by stretch, the covid blocks that had tried to seal the border in an absurd but poignant performance started to crumble .

				

			

			
				
					They still haunted our landscapes beyond the acute phase of the crisis .

				

			

			
				
					Were they there in stand-by, waiting to pounce again, or only as faithful but forgotten ghosts slowly taking root ?

				

			

			
				
					Dardagny,border stone 177

				

			

			
				
					Dardagny,border stone 168
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					Our rules were simple: walk the length of the international border as close as possible to the line, in a series of circular rambles .

				

			

			
				
					For almost two years, whenever we felt like it, we would set off, often picking up where we had last stopped . At other times, we just chose sections on the map to suit the weather, our energy levels or free time .

				

			

			
				
					We soon learnt to cross fields when harvests were done, or when the ground was fully frozen . To avoid river banks when rain had been falling . To pick urban areas when we just wanted a short excursion, spent mostly trying to get round obstacles, not fitness walking .

				

			

			
				
					We often spent as much time hunting down border stones in unlikely places, searching in brambles and hedges, as actually walking .

				

			

			
				
					I photographed everything obsessively, sharing the stages in short posts on social media, creating and sharing a visual journal of our walks .

				

			

			
				
					Writing up each stretch was a way of keeping a journal, attaching words to images, and making slow sense of the poetic absurdity of borders .

				

			

			
				
					Collex, border stone 39
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					Initially, as during our lockdown bike tours, we used paper maps .

				

			

			
				
					We had a guidebook that suggested some walks along the border, specifically listing border stones . We carried it, but often ignored it. There was so much to observe and experience, that the pages somehow got in the way .

				

			

			
				
					Once we updated our phones and devices, replacing prepaid phones with mobile data plans, we used them to locate hard-to-find border stones, relying on a free app made by the swiss federal office of topography .

				

			

			
				
					The french equivalent was often less accurate in these marginal places .

				

			

			
				
					We got less lost as a result. But perhaps we also stared more at our screens, and less at clues in the landscape ?

				

			

			
				
					All these objects augmented our senses, helping us detect what our eyes or bodies could not intuit. We walked with our technological companions, like wandering cyborgs .

				

			

			
				
					Bossy, border stone 16
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					The walk became a way of making the territory real, inscribing the past and present in our rambling bodies . It took us to so many new places, with and without paths .

				

			

			
				
					We became attuned to spotting indirect signs of the border: electricity pylons and roads skirting the border on the french side; signs for gas pipelines laid within Switzerland; slight changes in tarmac or road paint.

				

			

			
				
					Each stretch was invested with our own memories, as our zig-zagging footsteps in the snow or the mud became just one more sign of where the line lay .

				

			

			
				
					When the border followed rivers, streams or ditches, we debated on which bank to walk . Often we chose not to get stuck, and fixed our route to allow us to get efficiently back to our starting point.

				

			

			
				
					Those days, Geneva felt like an island, surrounded by water . We tried not to get shipwrecked .

				

			

			
				
					Collex, border stone 37
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					Walking can be companionable . Or solitary . Our walks became time spent together, interrupting busy lives . Sometimes in silence, alone together .

				

			

			
				
					But many of our conversations were about the line, about the deep histories and border changes . We had so much to learn, and different interests .

				

			

			
				
					the border stones offered clues . Dates . Flags . Changing belonging and lost kingdoms, republics and empires .

				

			

			
				
					trees, houses, bridges, but also the ghosts of paths, bridges, springs and roads pointed to mobile, shifting territories .

				

			

			
				
					Abandoned border posts, buried stones, sawn off posts and sealed gates .

				

			

			
				
					I needed to draw my own maps to tame the ghosts we had encountered .
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					The geopolitical tales of state metamorphosis were inscribed in the old maps and faded manuscripts housed in the nondescript basement of an annexe to the main cantonal archives .

				

			

			
				
					A letter of authorization from the director allowed me an afternoon gazing at original maps and treaties .

				

			

			
				
					Some of these were scanned and available online . But, to me, there was added excitement to sitting down, ordering the boxes and envelopes, and waiting the required time for them to appear in a musty basement.

				

			

			
				
					Beautifully preserved in custom-made boxes, with parchment-paper labels almost too faded to read, they contained emerging shared worlds .

				

			

			
				
					Multitudes of people and institutions had worked to construct and preserve these geographical memories: from surveyors, to map-artists, parchment-makers, ink producers, to civil servants who diligently preserved, catalogued and retrieved the precious sheets within state archives and dusty basements that claimed to contain truths about territory .
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					(Franche-Comté became French in 1678)

				

			

			
				
					Slight changes took place from 1748, during Geneva’s Siècle des Lumières, until the substantial border modifications brought about by the French Revolution in 1789 .

					Geneva’s territory shown in red .

				

			

			
				
					I started sorting out the layers of the past on paper, connecting it to our walks .

				

			

			
				
					Dardagny, border stone 156dated from 1752
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					Swiss 

					cantons

				

			

			
				
					French Republic
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					Napoléon Bonaparte’s territorial ambitions directly affected Geneva, and it became part of the French Empire for fifteen years .
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					Helvetic Republic

					Canton du Léman

				

			

			
				
					French empire

				

			

			
				
					Chavannes-des-Bois border stone 22

				

			

			
				
					situation from 1798 to 1814
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					As Napoleon’s territorial conquests were pushed back in 1813, through his armies’ defeat in Russia and elsewhere, austrian troops advanced on Geneva .

				

			

			
				
					The maps told of two years of high intensity, as Geneva was faced with having to choose with whom to join forces . Royalists, clergymen, revolutionaries, and great powers fought over the spoils of imperialist wars .

				

			

			
				
					Pictet de Rochemont,a member of the local genevan “Conseil provisoire” was sent to Paris, then Savoie, to negotiate .

				

			

			
				
					Different territorial scenarios emerged, slowly building a near-contiguous territory that ended up tying its destiny not to neighbouring great powers but to the neutral swiss cantons .

				

			

			
				
					Geneva Old City
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					With some trepidation, I unboxed the original copies of the treaty of turin, with red wax seals, shiny silver tassels, and manuscript signatures that told old stories of diplomacy and pragmatism .

				

			

			
				
					A small protestant city, struggling to find some sort of territorial existence in a world reimagined, carefully choosing its friends, not from a situation of strength but of necessity .

				

			

			
				
					How can you feel safe in your home when you are signing treaties with someone whose titles and possessions take up half a page ? When their world stretches from Sardinia, Cyprus, Jerusalem, to the high peaks of the Mont blanc ?

				

			

			
				
					Perhaps, as a result, you construct a territory with inhabitants who have an almost-obsessive regard for lines on maps, for the security of knowing exactly where home begins and ends ?
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					The treaty gazed at told half the story .

				

			

			
				
					The treaties of Paris (1814 & 1815) and Turin (1816) fixed the borders of the newly-created canton of Geneva, as part of the swiss confederation .

				

			

			
				
					Despite a backdrop of european revolutions, the state borders remained largely unchanged from then on .

				

			

			
				
					In 1847, civil war broke out between swiss protestant and catholic cantons . A new constitution ratified in 1848 brought lasting internal peace .

				

			

			
				
					In 1860, Savoie was annexed by France . The swiss failed in their attempts to obtain more territory, having to be content with various duty-free zones .

				

			

			
				
					National Monument,Jardin Anglais, Geneva

				

			

			
				
					situation from 1816
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					Helvetic 

					confederation

				

			

			
				
					Kingdom of France

				

			

			
				
					Kingdom of Sardinia
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					As we continued to walk along the border, such high-stakes geopolitical games seemed far away .

				

			

			
				
					We were still trying to work out how rivers, trees, ditches and fields had been enrolled into making these territorial ambitions real .

				

			

			
				
					How the messy polyphonies of place had been smoothed by drawing lines on maps and making them material in stone .

				

			

			
				
					Using border stones as stepping stones, we hopped from place to place, seeking out the material existence of the invisible line, in an ongoing treasure hunt with no clear destination .

				

			

			
				
					Maybe the reward was the hunt itself, fuelled by our ongoing conversations about the where, the when, the how and the why of the border ?
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					Each walk produced more tales to tell and raised more questions .

				

			

			
				
					Participants changed, and with them rythms and dynamics .

				

			

			
				
					Each of us had different concerns and interests . Walking together brought forth different perspectives on the infrastructure stretching across the landscape .

				

			

			
				
					One puzzled over the locations of the stones, wondering about who had laid them; one hunted for them in the brambles; while one just wanted to finally reach the spot for a promised picnic .
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					On the 16th march 1816, a team of men had walked the same line, laying the stones, making small adjustments on the ground to fit the textual delimitation in the treaty of Turin to the reality on the ground .

				

			

			
				
					I only found this document in the state archives months after we’d started our walk .

				

			

			
				
					It answered so many of our questions, explained the twists and turns of a line that could only make sense in relation to material elements now lost.

				

			

			
				
					Ghost territories .
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					Far from the cosy salons of the centres of power, borders were made on the ground by men armed with measuring tools, a dose of pragmatism, some local knowledge, and solid shoes .

				

			

			
				
					« 1 . Le lit de l’Arve ayant varié depuis la confection du plan topographique quia servi de guide aux plénipotentiaires chargés du Traité de Turin, il enrésulte que la ligne droite entre les deux points susmentionnés, atteintl’Arve à soixante et quatorze toises plus haut que la prise d’eau du bief dumoulin, pour repartir ensuite du lit de la rivière près du point indiqué .2 . Dans un espace de soixante et dix toises, cette ligne droite passe par uneterre basse, inondée toutes les années, et souvent à plusieurs reprises, parles eaux de l’Arve, jusqu’à une hauteur de trois pieds, d’après le rapportdes habitants de Sierne et Veirier .3 . Au seul aspect de la localité, et d’après l’esprit du Traité de Turin,favorisant la convenance réciproque des deux gouvernements et la facilitéde communications, il est évident que cette délimitation a été ainsidéterminée pour laisser la possibilité de jeter un pont, ou d’établir unetraille sur ce point, qui est le seul convenable, parce que la rivière y estsuffisamment contenue dans son cours ( . . .) . »(Procès-verbal de Délimitation entre les États de S .M . Le Roi de Sardaigneet le Canton de Genève, 1819)

				

			

			
				
					Following the walk, and the drafting of the text, map-makers got to work . Painstakingly painting trees with tiny shadows, rivers with stony shores, and precise field and state boundaries .

				

			

			
				
					Calculative practices to identify, administer and reassure .

				

			

			
				
					Cross-border territories constructed in three different units .
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					One morning, as we walked along holding maps and phones, a small boy pointed us towards the back garden of his house . With his help, we found one end of our line in the damp undergrowth .

				

			

			
				
					The border, defined by the treaty of Paris of 1814, was delimited on a precise map a few years later . It connected to the much older boundary of the canton de Vaud defined by the treaty of Lausanne in 1594 .

				

			

			
				
					« Aux termes du traité de 1815, la frontière entre la France etle canton de Genève suivra le milieu du cours naturel de la Versoix,depuis le point ou la limite du canton de Vaud quitte cetterivière, à cent cinquante mètres en amont du moulin de Grilly,jusqu’à l’embouchure, dans cette même rivière du ravin ou Nant deRebatière ( . . .) . Cette limite sera constatée par le témoignage desmaires, des gardes champêtres, guides, indicateurs du Cadastre etpar les plans et procès-verbaux du Cadastre . »(Procès-verbal de la Délimitation entre le territoire du Royaumede France et celui du Canton de Genève, le 20 juillet 1825)

				

			

			
				
					Sauverny,border stone 1

				

			

			
				
					Border stone 1 of the Canton of Geneva and border stone 309 of the Canton de Vaud .
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					This was an old stretch of the line .
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					Underneath the stones defined by treaties, delimited by powerful persons, and demarcated on the ground by officials, lay the labour of past local witnesses, contemporary professionals and administrators, cantonal and federal offices, volunteers and cleaners . Teams of people and institutions holding the line .

				

			

			
				
					Collex, border stone no . 20
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					Fragile territories carved out laboriously by infrastructure that tangled up people, place and processes together .

				

			

			
				
					Henri Mallet, 1781
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					This chapter lays out why it matters to think visually about territory in our fractured and fragile world, and why the discipline of geography has useful theories, tools and methods, specifically coming from critical geopolitics and feminist political geog-raphy. It uses three examples to discuss how thinking territory through infrastruc-ture enriches the concept and reveals its fragility and tenuousness. 

					Fragile territories

					Etymologically, geography tries to write the world: to tell stories about our human lives and the places we inhabit. It is, at its most basic, an attempt to understand how we live in the world and how we make sense of the absurdity, ugliness, contradic-tions, and loveliness of territory. This chapter is grounded in three examples of living in such fragile territories: experiencing the first Covid-19 pandemic lockdown in Swit-zerland; observing the short lockdown of the city of Geneva during the Biden-Putin summit in 2021; and walking along the complex infrastructure that underpins the international border in the Canton of Geneva. These three examples are connected by their ability to shed light on the paradox that hefty infrastructure needs to be constructed and maintained to make us believe in the evidence of territory. These illustrate how thinking and writing about territory visually captures something of the fleshy nitty-gritty of the concept, but also its fragility. Before developing these, I review scholarship on territory, taking time to lay out some of the pitfalls of writing about materiality in connection to borders.

					Territory is a fundamental historical and geographical concept. In its everyday understanding, territories order the world politically and spatially through sovereignties that structure how states behave on economic, strategic, legal and technical issues. Geographical scholarship has examined the multifaceted, historically contingent and fluid nature of territorial arrangements in the context of global politics in great detail (Agnew 1994; Elden 2010, 2013; Sassen 2020; Jackman 2020). I will not repeat these reviews here (Paasi 2022). There have been longstanding complaints about how disconnected scholarship on territory has been between relevant fields, such as between political geography and main-stream international relations (Agnew 1994; Jones and Clark 2020; Kadercan 2015, 2023) or between political geography and feminist geography (Hyndman 2007; Jackman 2020). 

				

			

			
				
					Thinking visually about territory

					Chapter 2
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					In the case of political geography and international relations, and despite internal diversity, the two fields evolved almost in total isolation from one another: “the inter-action between IR scholars and political geographers over the study of territorial conflict has been minimal so far. Scholars from one discipline, apart from notable exceptions, tend to either ignore or dismiss the research carried out in the neigh-boring discipline. Even more likely, many IR scholars and political geographers may not even be fully aware of the research on the other side of the disciplinary fences” (Kadercan 2023: 33). Likewise, historical connections between feminist geography and political geography have been described as “two solitudes within the discipline” (Hyndman 2007). Since the early 2000s, there has been increased traffic and a degree of intellectual engagement across geography with feminist thought. The coining of self-identified fields such as feminist geopolitics and feminist political geography have been interesting outcomes of such exchanges that resonate strongly with this project, the contributions of which I weave through this book.

					In addition to being a disciplinarily situated concept, territory has had multiple genealogies in different national traditions. In its English-language conception, it has mainly been thought of as “a bounded space which there is a compulsion to defend and secure – to claim a particular kind of sovereignty – against infringements by others who are perceived to not belong” (Cowen and Gilbert 2008: 16). In the social sciences, such an understanding of territory implied a complex political and social construct, not a narrow legal framework of territoriality. Territory was always a situ-ated concept: it took on different connotations and referred to different literatures in its many linguistic variations. The French-language territoire or Italian territorio referred to different fields of scholarship that were only partly connected1.

					In a recent book on the origin of territorial conflicts, Kadercan (2023: 2) took a similar resolutely constructivist view to connect writing in international relations and political geography, “we may think of territory as an ‘object’ and equate it with the basic tenets of physical geography (e.g., defined in terms of geographical coor-dinates or geographical markers such as rivers and mountains), but that approach is misleading. For territories to exist in any meaningful sense, human groups need to think of them in the first place, and then act upon these thoughts. Put bluntly, territory is what states and societies make of it.” He argued that for something like a given state to exist, Switzerland or France for example, different ideas about what constituted each of these territorial entities had to be brought together: 

					We often think of territory as a self-obvious term or a mute, physical object. When we think of state territories, more precisely, we usually focus on the location of borders, or the ‘lines’ in our political maps. However, territory is far more than just lines on a map. Territories, especially the lines on the maps, are social and political constructs, fuelled by particular ideas about the relationship between the society, space, and politics. These ideas are reified by institutional practices. The direct implication is clear: territory is, and has always been, what states and societies make of it. (Kadercan 2023: 19)

					One of these recurring ideas concerned the links between material and the political worlds. While there was nothing natural about territory, ideas of natural borders continued to haunt our world. Claims about natural political borders were made over the centuries, disappearing and reappearing again in different guises, based 
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					on the assumption that political scenarios were inscribed in the material physicality of the world by God, Providence, Fate or Nature (Fall 2006, 2010). If I wanted to understand how borderlines came to be invested with power, grounded in extraordi-nary infrastructures, then I needed to grapple with the material, social and political infrastructure that gave them substance and legitimacy. It was useful to return to the critiques made of natural borders because these primordialist and essentialist perspectives were deeply embedded in common sense understandings of the world (Penrose 2002). I needed to ensure that I was not unwittingly suggesting that taking materiality seriously led to a fetishized conception of natural borders. 

					The ghosts of natural borders

					The idea of natural borders emerged in the Middle Ages and remained influential in the 18th and 19th centuries: “to their advocates, natural boundaries were seen as the only real borders, because they were written and drawn in nature – and sometimes assumed to be legitimised by divine providence, and under the premise of natural law acquiring a perpetual and indelible character” (Rankin and Schofield 2004: 7). This discursive figure was a fundamental building block in the institutionalisation of the state as a territorial construct, serving as a mythical and foundational reference. It created an inevitable link between a conception of the nation and its spatial inscrip-tion, doubly powerful for being rooted in the realms of both reason and feeling2.

					This material dimension of territory was often overlooked, as space was instrumen-talised differently in the shift to modernity: from a geographical expression of cultural identity into the most fundamental basis for group and individual identities (Penrose 2002; see also Elden 2007). Focussing on the 18th century writers, Penrose (2002) opposed Herder’s primordialist view of nations as natural phenomena to Rousseau’s conception of nations as products of state formation. He stated that: 

					Seas, mountain-ranges, and rivers are the most natural boundaries not only of lands but of peoples, customs, languages, and empires, and they have been, even in the greatest revolu-tions in human affairs, the directing lines or limits of world history. If otherwise mountains have arisen, rivers flowed or coasts trended, then how very different would mankind have scattered over this tilting place of nations. (Herder 1784) 

					For Herder, the geographical distribution of the nation therefore defined the bounda-ries of the state, as the purpose of the state was to protect the nation rooted in the soil. Rousseau, on the contrary, allowed for boundary changes and the migration of people (Pounds 1954; Rosière 2006). Notwithstanding the non-prescriptive nature of natural law, he suggested an ideal size of nations: “the lie of the mountains, seas and rivers which serve as frontiers for the various nations who people it […] seems to have fixed for ever their number and size. We may fairly say that the political order of the continent is, in some sense, the work of nature” (Rousseau, quoted in Pounds 1954: 53).

					French revolutionary ideas offered a territorial vision based on nature’s designs considered more egalitarian than the former unjust historical and hereditary boundaries. This pre-royalist worldview was expressed in Revolutionary slogans such as “Freedom knows no boundaries” (Bodénès 1990). From the middle of the 
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					18th century, Philippe Buache, together with his disciple and nephew Buache de la Neuville, argued precisely that expertise was needed to reveal the concordance between physical geography and politics, to bring about peaceful coexistence. In 1752, Buache presented an essay in physical geography, accompanied by maps of France and of the world, showing how the Earth was divided into hydrological basins and mountain ranges (Debarbieux 2001). Buache wrote that these natural divisions were timeless. Using them to define states would stop all territorial conflicts and bring peace to all people for ever: physical geography determined the shape of nations (Buache in Nordman 1998). 

					In 1795, William Eden (1795: 49), writing in England during the Napoleonic Wars, published a damning put-down to such French claims to natural boundaries. He argued that “the French answer to these reasonings, that nature has pointed out the Alps, and the course of the Rhine and of the Lower Meuse, as the eastern and northern boundaries of the French Empire: if by nature is meant Providence […] there is neither religion, nor sense, nor modesty, nor morality in such a pretension; it might with equal propriety be said, that nature has pointed out the Baltic and the borders of Siberia”. Meanwhile, in Germany, Herder’s ideas were being picked up by Fichte, replacing what Pounds (1954: 57) called “the shaky logic of the French with a vague mysticism about Volk”, suggesting that true natural boundaries were those defining languages. 

					The institutionalisation of geographical expertise

					At the end of the 19th century, reflecting a growing institutionalisation of political geography as an academic discipline in Germany and beyond, Friedrich Ratzel – from one of the first Chairs in geography – reviewed the relative merits of coasts, moun-tains, deserts and lakes as possible boundary lines. He stopped short of suggesting that all political boundaries should necessarily follow biophysical elements. Instead, he argued that nature provided a series of suggestions that could subsequently be chosen as a basis for defining a political boundary, as there were cases where nature had divided space along lines that could be transformed into boundaries (Ratzel 1897). Similarly, in 1907, Lord Curzon of Kedleston, former Viceroy of India, argued for a broad distinction between “Natural and Artificial Frontiers, both as generally recognised, and as scientifically the most exact” (Curzon 1907; see also Semple 1911), distinguishing boundaries which were dependent on, or independent of, physical features. Despite carefully qualifying his argument historically, he was much attacked on the grounds that all boundaries were artificial. The implication of his term natural was that such boundaries were intrinsically more appropriate than boundaries not based on the physical landscape (Prescott 1978). 

					Yet, as mentioned earlier, proponents and critiques continued to coexist. A few years later Albert Perry Brigham, in his Principles in the Determination of Boundaries, published a direct response to existing distinctions “between ‘natural’ bound-aries as ‘good’ and ‘artificial’ boundaries as ‘bad’” (Brigham 1919, in Minghi 1963: 408). Minghi (1963) mentioned these in his review of boundary studies in the 20th 
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					century. He suggested that there were many discussions of good or bad boundaries in the period between the two World Wars. The debate continued with Hartshorne (1933: 198), who wrote about “naturally marked boundaries, or boundaries marked in nature”, suggesting in his typology that while state boundaries may follow natural features, the latter did not determine the former. Many reviews of such ideas were produced by academics, geographers and others since then (Bourdieu 1980; Fall 2010; Demetriou and Dimova 2018). 

					The longstanding and surprisingly resilient idea of natural boundaries rested on a deterministic view of the influence of topography on political organisation, feeding on the extreme value given to linear configurations. Invocations of topography as the grounding for political divisions and political unity drew on the legitimacy and immutability that the concept of nature bestowed (Penrose 2002). “They are literally impositions on the world. This is not to say that borders are somehow simply meta-phorical or textual, without materiality; lines on a map rather than a set of objects and practices in space. It is more that borders are never transcendental objects that systematically secure spaces in which identities and interests can go unques-tioned.” (Agnew 2008: 181; see also Debarbieux 2017) While these weren’t specific to sovereign borders – geographical objects such as gated communities or prisons also made use of bordering infrastructure – borders led to the rise of historically distinct social entities such as the State or the nation. Individuals internalized these entities subjectively when considering their connection to each of them. Borders participated in constructing specific social imaginaries of space: they constituted a necessary condition for constructing these entities, grounding social belonging in place (Debarbieux 2017; Raffestin 1980, 1992). 

					First example: pandemic territories

					During the first wave of the Covid-19 lockdowns across Europe, when everything seemed open to question and certitudes trembled, many ordinary, everyday things became problematic. Meeting others, teaching face-to-face, carrying out interviews and doing fieldwork, or spending time in our workplaces: things taken for granted were suddenly much harder or impossible. Our home lives bled into our professional worlds; our bedrooms became meeting backdrops; and we saw pictures of suffering and dying bodies at their most vulnerable on the screens that offered glimpses of a new reality, global and threatening. The world was turned upside down and inside out. At first, some of these changes seemed to offer hope of lasting positive change, as new solidarities, simpler lifestyles, and care were given centre stage. In the following months, as practically everyone was exposed to the new virus that entered our homes and bodies, and unsustainable lifestyles were embraced once again, dreams of positive change fizzled. My utopic hopes were replaced by a deadly dread as populist discourses exploited yet another convenient crisis. We hadn’t imagined another world: perhaps we’d simply got used to new threats in our old one ?

					In these strange times, controlling the global and local movement of bodies quickly became a focus of concern. Where drawbridges would have been raised in previous 
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					plagues, strangers locked out from cities, our modern world invented new lockdowns (Laketa and Fregonese 2023): forms to be filled, phone apps to be used, dashboards to be consulted, biometric borders implemented through algorithms, with temper-ature monitors and facemasks used or resisted (Everts 2020; Amoore 2021; Lupton 2021; Sharp 2023; Laketa 2023). In the early days of the pandemic, many authors discussed how the “international dimension to public health is shot through with colonial, postwar, Cold War, and contemporary neo-liberal geopolitics” (Cole and Dodds 2021: 171), and noted that “reactions to the pandemic have been informed and inflamed by ethno-populist framings that fuel exclusionist language, racist violence, and propel forward extraordinary measures of deterrence and detention” (Cole and Dodds 2020: 172). Geographies had always been situated and unequal, and those that emerged from the pandemic were no different. We were surprised when new fractures emerged, as online echo chambers mirrored diverse fears and hopes. All across the world neighbours, friends and families made different choices about masks, mingling and medicine. 

					Geographers explored how the management of disease consistently involved social and spatial dimensions, as authorities aimed to enforce quarantine protocols or tried to limit the pathways of transmission. Diseases were made through a complex inter-play of both human and non-human elements within specific spatial and environ-mental contexts (Rose-Redwood 2022)3. Scholarship was quickly produced exploring the territorial and geopolitical dimensions of the pandemic (Castree 2020; Sparke and Anguelov 2020; Cole and Dodds 2021). This was connected to writing on the geogra-phies of terror (Amoore 2006; Elden 2009), biopolitics (Meloni and Vatter 2023; Skoglund 2023), topologies (Murphy 2022), emotional geopolitics (Pain 2009), and feminist approaches to bodies and territory (Sharp 2023; Laketa 2023). 

					Responses to diseases often revolved around socio-spatial policies, where authori-ties enforced quarantine measures or controlled the spread of disease vectors. The conventional understanding of disease management historically involved the need to allocate and control space, implementing measures such as quarantine, exclusion orders, and strict regulation (Cole and Dodds 2021). Militarised metaphors of health, illness and individual bodies ‘fighting’ against sickness were connected to more global discourses of global fights, battles and wars against a virus, with a parallel belligerence in the governmental narrations of the “war against an invisible enemy” (Chapman and Miller 2020; Laketa and Fregonese 2022). Feminist geopolitics were particularly attentive to the gendered nature of such discourses, taking their material consequences seriously to understand how such geographical imaginaries were made concrete in everyday life. The refusal to wear facemasks was, for example, analysed in connection to toxic forms of masculinity, entwined with populist argu-ments about freedom and, in a North American context, with gendered nationalisms (Agius 2020) and the right to bear arms (Sharp 2023).

					The most stimulating of these studies connected across geographical scales, bringing the global down to the scale of vulnerable bodies:

					The Covid-19 pandemic has brought to attention two things. First, that we are embedded within material assemblages, something evident to me living in the UK, in the reconfiguration of private spaces to avoid contact with an invisible virus, the constant estimation of 2m distance 
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					when I am out, and in my conscious awareness of the touch of a mask but not of friends or family. And, second, that in these assemblages, bodies are marked and placed and valued differently. At the heart of the current pandemic is a politics of the body, made and remade through the entangled geographies of: the most intimate politics of care, protection, illness and hygiene; state politics of health, regulation and vaccine nationalism; and international politics of transmission, geopolitics and trade. Thus, Covid-19 has brought to unavoidable prominence what feminist geopolitics has long insisted, namely that the global and the intimate are always, everywhere, already entangled. (Sharp 2023: 1653)

					This intermeshing of individual, national and global identities and processes offered a more nuanced and multi-scaled understanding of what constituted the international. Feminist geographers had coined useful terms such as the global intimate (Mountz and Hyndman 2006; Pratt and Rosner 2012) or the double-helix (Pain and Smith 2016), with bodies taken “as a scale and site upon which ideas, ideologies, and politics are performed and made meaningful” (Mountz 2018: 762). The concept of global intimate stemmed from a feminist analytics of scale that tried to think the global through the intimate and the intimate through the global (Mountz and Hyndman 2006). Territory and state sovereignty were also made on, by and through bodies. (fig. 1-2)

					These relationships between the intimate and the geopolitical during the pandemic response connected everyday fears and experiences of insecurity and vulnerability to globalized accounts of health, risk and emergency governance (Laketa 2021, 2023). This geographical understanding of intimacy considered three intersecting sets of relations that worked simultaneously rather than separately: 

					First, intimacy is a set of spatial relations, stretching from proximate to distant; in this regard, much feminist research has emphasised the household or the body. Secondly, intimacy is a mode of interaction that may also stretch from personal to distant / global; for example, recent work on emotions highlights how subjects reflect, resist or shape wider power relations. And thirdly, intimacy may involve a set of practices, again applying to but also connecting the body and that which is distant; for instance, relations of care frequently traverse the interpersonal, institutional and national realms. (Pain and Staeheli 2014: 345; Pain and Smith 2016) 

					This geographical conception of intimacy connected the geopolitical world to the intimate in complex ways: it “does not sit in a dichotomous relationship to the global as ‘the local’ ostensibly does. It therefore avoids false opposition, allowing us to 

				

			

			
				
					1. to the left, Poster on border guard building in Thônex about covid hygiene prescriptions, 1st June 2020.

					2. To the right, Poster on building at the Rue de l’École de Médecine on “Portez le Masque. Tous. Vraiment”, 25 November 2020.
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					consider the co-constitution of scales and spheres of (re)production” (Barabantseva 2021: 346).

					As illustrated in the first section of my comic, this conception of the global intimate underpinned my thinking about the first lockdown. Holding that in my mind helped me think through the odd happenings around me, as people deemed non-essential workers were invited to stay home when the global pandemic gripped the country. Home became a sanctuary, a place of refuge and safety, curled up on the sofa with the children and cats, or frantically pretending to exercise to online videos. This was, of course, not to be taken for granted for all (Lyons and Brewer 2022; Kersten 2023). But I’d been so focused on the changes to our personal and professional lives that I’d forgotten to think about how much the world outside had changed. As the days passed, the global geopolitical discourses of safety, care and threat were grounded in the new practices and places being made by the disease, as borders shut and travel was restricted. Connecting these outside threats, these hardened and closed borders, with life at home initially took some mental gymnastics. Yet the scholarship mentioned above showed me a way of thinking about how our own bodies are sites and spaces for connecting the global and the intimate, once I was calm enough to think it through. My own fragile body and those of my children were a scale at which power operating at larger scales could begin to be understood. This went some way to making sense of my unexpected compulsion to witness and photograph the new improvised border fences popping up around the Canton and watch them change a little each day. 

					As we wandered and cycled around in a heightened state of anxiety about other people, I tried thinking though our bodies as the site upon which the new ideas, ideol-ogies, and politics of the pandemic were being performed and made meaningful. This wasn’t easy because while I tried to cultivate some sort of attentiveness to political representations and to the new practices emerging, I had to get my mind around a fundamental disconnect: if the bodies of those closest to me represented the main threat of contagion, then why close international borders ? Our task as parents was to keep our children safe – as well as ourselves and ideally vulnerable others too – all the while knowing that we might be the ones to contaminate someone with the virus. I’d been focussing on getting my mind around that, rigorously and slightly maniacally implementing handwashing, social distancing and, later, masking with hand-sewn masks. These geopolitical spaces were also being shaped by our bodies, with hands made raw by too much washing. I had never worked at my sewing machine with such a sense of global purpose, sending masks through the post to distant friends as though sharing magical amulets. 

					There was a strong sense that getting sick wasn’t only bad for one individual person but might provide a host body for the virus to mutate into something worse. We were enrolled in a global fight, part of a global body politic. Our own bodily integrity and safety mattered for others. Meanwhile, the Swiss state was also reinventing its own practices, putting up concrete blocks, making material its own understanding of security. These new border fences only made sense as curiously temporary and haphazard visual and material performances of security, illustrating how terri-tory was fragile and needed reaffirming to be believed. It suddenly mattered to 
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					know exactly where the borderlines were, as if this ritual geographical object could somehow keep us safe. In these newly fenced places and landscapes, people and things were separated and brought together, in new infrastructural assemblages that created new relationships between people, policies and objects. People’s lives and vulnerabilities were encoded in these new material forms. I was witnessing how this crisis was redefining security through and across these interwoven scales, as the divisions between public and private were being inscribed and entangled anew on the political landscape. Our vulnerable lives entangled with distant others, our intimacy bound up in the global pandemic.

					The concrete blocks carving up our landscape became visual symbols of these entanglements. These were sometimes placed in the most unlikely places, such as alone in the middle of a field on a muddy footpath. The interplay of domestic and public spheres were made tangible within these curious performances of global politics, made material on the international borders. By erecting new borders, the patriarchal state was signalling that its protection reached from the intimate spaces of contagion to the international sphere. Just as we’d been trying to keep the chil-dren safe, the Swiss state seemed to be doing the same. Not through militarised law enforcement, as in France, where people had to fill in forms simply to leave the house, but through soft mind control: nudges more than punishments, in line with my own style of parenting. Such famously passive-aggressive contrôle social grounded much of Swiss social life: from dustbin collection to laundry room rotas, and sometimes to less noble denouncing of others for often trivial social transgressions. (fig. 3)

					This focus on entangled scales highlighted the significance of other supposedly non-political spaces and processes that made global geopolitics, including the enforcement of borders and security. International and domestic spaces seemed 

				

			

			
				
					3. Cement block in the middle of a field, near Soral, 4 May 2020.
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					newly intertwined through layers of enforced enclosure, like curious shape-shifting Russian dolls. Signs on our motorways said that exit was restricted to Germany, France, Italy and Austria, informing us that we were kept in for our own good. Used to the unquestioned privileges of our own global mobility, this seemed somehow more chilling than telling us that nobody else could come in. Simultaneously, new visual languages of domesticity flourished, with cartoon images of home associated with safety and protection. Flyers and posters in various bright colours and clear graphics conjured up socially close but physically distanced individuals, protected and inside. There was sometime rather chilling about these, reminiscent of posters aimed at women telling them to get home early not to get assaulted, rather than informing predators not to attack. But we complied, prepared to believe that outside and abroad were equally hostile, insecure and dangerous.

					These new geopolitical spaces sorted people into different categories, marking them as more or less useful, and therefore more or less vulnerable to getting sick. We had the right to stay home. Others did not. Like several other Swiss border cantons, the Canton of Geneva was highly economically dependent on cross-border commuter labour, recording 120’608 cross-border commuters in the fourth quarter of 2019 (Willi 2020). Ensuring the mobility of these doctors, nurses and other health workers was crucial. Due to the increased difficulties in crossing the borders in the early days of lockdown, key workers living in France due to the availability of cheaper housing were provided with special priority travel macaron (Wagner 2020). When they went home, they had to comply with the French rules governing mobility, filling out more forms. In the Canton of Jura, one border passage point was entirely reserved for health workers (Wagner 2020). These new geopolitical infrastructures determined who could pass the border and who stayed put at home, reshaping social and political collectives, despite the presence of the virus on both sides of the hastily erected fences. 

					Several months later when the disease came to our household, brought back by one of the children attending school, we were confined again to home. Two of us were sick in mandatory quarantine; two others were in isolation for ten days to avoid further contaminations. We became aware that the new infrastructures stretched out to 

				

			

			
				
					4. To the left, My mother entering into a vaccination booth set up in a parking lot, Yverdon, 15th February 2021.

					5. To the right, Shopping bags on the kitchen table from online delivery during family quarantine. 9th March 2021.
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					rooms full of students and volunteers with phone headsets, checking up on us every day. Their calls were partly to offer basic medical advice and partly, we assumed, to make sure we stayed home. We remained well away from the doorstep when our groceries were delivered, saluting the supermarket employee who we newly considered heroic. (fig. 4-5)

					This crisis shaped new material infrastructures that reshaped fragile territories by connecting individual bodies with global geopolitics in extraordinary and mundane ways. This global intimate of the pandemic was observed through careful consider-ation of new visual languages and practices, as well as to the material enactments of security taking place across the landscapes we inhabited. 

					In my second example, building upon this idea of emerging infrastructures of secu-rity, I discuss how state territory was reworked through fragile bodies, revealing the vulnerabilities and tenuousness of both.

					Second example: bodies, territory and entitlement

					On June 16, 2021, a year after the first pandemic lockdowns, the City of Geneva was transformed to allow American President Joe Biden and Russian President Vladimir Putin to meet in a luxurious villa in a park for a couple of hours, accompanied by their trusted advisers4. Hundreds of meters of barbed wire were unrolled in the preceding days, 900 police officers were brought in from across Switzerland, and the Swiss military moved into pop-up camps with armoured vehicles. The entire area around the lakefront in the heart of the city was sealed off in a Red Zone. For Geneva, this was an unprecedented urban mise-en-scène, distinct from the diplomatic comings-and-goings that habitually take place in this pocket-sized global capital, home to the United Nations, embassies, consulates and international organizations. Although many drew parallels with the historic meeting of 1985 between Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev held in Geneva, the security dispositif on the ground, in the air, and in cyberspace were very different. This was an important moment both for the Swiss government and for the city to show off its diplomatic hospitality. Downtown neighbourhoods were transformed into an oversized, securitized geopolitical stage, crafted with spectacular sites and vistas for the media. All local inhabitants were asked to stay away for 24 hours. Disciplined by the pandemic and perhaps also by our pride at seeing our city chosen as host for an important event, we complied. We didn’t know at the time how futile this performance of hospitality was, nor that, a few months later, hundreds of Russian tanks would be involved in yet another terrible display of military power, invading a sovereign neighbour. (fig. 6-7, p. 152)

					In the days leading up to the Biden-Putin Summit, as the rolls of barbed wire were being unravelled around the perimeter, and the concrete blocks previously used to seal the border during the pandemic were laid out on the streets, I felt that I was watching the birth of a geopolitical theatre. Ironically, after the pandemic months of shuttered cultural venues, cinemas and concert halls, the city of Geneva was transformed into a stage. It did not seem real, even after a year in which normal daily life had shifted so radically. “If a simple conversation between two men 
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					On june 16 2021, A year after the first covid-19 pandemic lockdowns, the centre of the city of Geneva was closed off.

				

			

			
				
					President Joe Biden and presidentVladimir Putin were having coffee in a park, discussing security in Europe.

				

			

			
				
					The two men were protected by rolls of barbed wire and stiff protocol, pretending to be strong.

				

			

			
				
					Hundreds of meters of barbed wire were rolled out, and 900 police officers were brought in from across Switzerland. The swiss military moved into pop-up camps with armoured vehicles.
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					All local inhabitants were asked to stay away for 24 hours. Disciplined by the pandemic and perhaps by pride at seeing our city host an international event, we complied.

				

			

			
				
					The city was transformed into a geopolitical stage.

				

			

			
				
					Comfortable chairs were moved across the city, flowers were carefully chosen in colours that didn’t offend.

				

			

			
				
					To be safe, the two presidents needed others to put themselves in danger, surrounded by bodyguards, tracked by military intelligence, preceded by tasters sampling their food.
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					They might have imagined that they were projecting tough, military-style manliness, but the staging showed them as old men vulnerable to threats, disease and tiredness.

				

			

			
				
					Concrete blocks sealed all side streets: the same blocks that had closed the swiss border a few months earlier, during the big pandemic lockdown.

				

			

			
				
					Two men needed a whole city centre to move out so that they could chat, locked in a park: a curated domestic space, safe from imagined terrorism.

				

			

			
				
					They wanted us to believe that they were entitled to our lakefront, so that others elsewhere might perhaps be made safer.
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					Many of us have met people, most often men, who radiate personal entitlement.

				

			

			
				
					People who take up too much space on the bus, speak loudly, interrupt, and use bodily language to intimidate and occupy too much space.

				

			

			
				
					People who think they are tough, but who by trying too hard to project strength, reveal their innate insecurities.

				

			

			
				
					As I wandered along the fortified lakeside, one day before the summit, I thought the landscape echoed a similar kind of anxiety.
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					To make us, and each other, believe that they were strong, they needed fences, barbed wire and helicopters overhead.

				

			

			
				
					These old and fleshy world leaders discussing global politics locked in a pretty park helped me to understand the precarious nature of entitlement.

				

			

			
				
					Their power, rather than being natural and solid, needed to be grounded in complex infrastructure, made by objects, rules and places.

				

			

			
				
					The states they represented did too.
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					Biden and Putin play-acted entitlement to power and a right to claim territory on behalf of their states.

				

			

			
				
					They shut down a city to keep their own fragile bodies safe, while discussing distant territories that one of them pretended not to want to invade.

				

			

			
				
					The safety of distant territories relied on complex and precarious infrastructure: from flowers in pots, cushions on seats, to barbed wire fences and tanks.

				

			

			
				
					Territory itself was a fragile thing.

				

			

			
				
					This expensive charade to uphold the integrity of a sovereign territory failed. Putin’s army re-invaded Ukraine eight months later, on the 24th february 2022.
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					could bring lasting political change to an insecure world, why couldn’t it take place over Zoom ?”, I joked with my colleague Julie de Dardel. Surely, this event was about more than reopening fraught diplomatic channels. Viewed on live TV world-wide, the diplomatic staging of the summit seemed as much about upholding old-style patriarchal statehood and masculinity as it was about endorsing mili-tarily imposed global geopolitics. This was not a new dawn of global politics, but the old guard sharpening its claws: global security, reincarnated and made man(ly). The instrumental deployment of hypermasculinity was made material in the scenography of the Geneva Summit, and involved the muscular equation of self, state and international security. This was performed through an exagger-ated set of masculine cultural norms intended to create legitimacy and power itself, benefiting both men. Our own self-effacing but exceedingly traditional Swiss President Guy Parmelin, whispered a quiet welcome and stepped back to leave the big men to chat, having performed his supporting role. Masculinities were diverse and hierarchized. 

					Feminist geographers taught us to recognize framings that center militarized mascu-linities and that associate statecraft with manliness. Violence and domination were analysed as intrinsically patriarchal, androcentric and heteronationalistic (Enloe 2014; Slootmaeckers 2019). These framings relied on elevating some masculinities over others, and over all femininities. Masculinity, like femininity, was an identity tenuously constructed through time and space, fashioned through repeated acts. In our patriarchal cultures, political authority was bolstered by gendered statements, symbols and actions, often reinforcing and legitimating nationalistic discourse. Feminist writers drew attention to moments after political crises when remasculini-zation took place, with visual representations of leaders carefully crafted. Riabov and Riabova (2014), for example, argued that in Russia, this meant explicitly conjuring up an image of charisma and virility for Vladimir Putin. The same could be said of aviator-glasses-wearing Joe Biden speaking tough in his press conference in Geneva, playing the part of the strong but wise patriarch after a Trump presidency punctuated by ignorance and hubris. (fig. 8-9)

					Ironically, though, while these two men surrounded by barbed wire might have imagined they were projecting hegemonic militarized masculinity, they were also 

				

			

			
				
					6. to the left, Rolls of barbed wire in front of the Parc des Eaux-Vives, 11th June 2021.

					7. Concrete blocks collected in front of the park, ready to be deployed, 11th June 2021.
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					revealing their agedness and fragility, with bodies vulnerable to disease, tiredness and threats. Masculinities that relied on an entire city being shut down to be made visible were fragile rather than strong. They needed others to put themselves in daily danger to keep them safe, constantly surrounded by bodyguards, tracked by military intelligence, preceded by tasters sampling the very food they put into their ageing bodies. They needed a Swiss Cheffe du Protocol to choose flowers in colours that would not upset them or cause a diplomatic incident. They needed comfortable seats to be moved across town to sit on. They needed a whole city to move out so that they could chat, locked in a park in a curated domestic space, safe from imagined terrorism. They needed concrete blocks to seal side streets: the exact same ones that closed the Swiss borders during the pandemic. 

					Just as this Summit called attention to the connections and juxtapositions of spaces, it also confounded the tidy conceptions of scale that informed political and academic discourse. Contrary to what the heroic staging seemed intended to project, Biden and Putin shaking hands were no more and no less incarnations of an abstract global scale than were the bodies of onlookers. One of the justifications of holding the meeting in person was precisely to have their bodies touch and experience being next to each other, even in a socially distanced manner. Yet this expensive charade carried out to uphold international peace failed, and Putin’s army re-invaded Ukraine eight months later, on the 24th February 2022. 

					Drawing attention to the fleshiness of these global leaders’ bodies, as well as to our own, helped understand how scale was a leaky category. During the covid emer-gency, “scalar interrelations were in a moment of radical flux” (Linder 2022: 1). The pandemic altered our intimate, relational and even political perceptions of scale: while the domestic scale was reaffirmed, other broader scales felt even more distant, sometimes unreachable. The changing mobilities that accompanied hardened borders called for a more experiential understanding of scale that placed sensorial and emotional matters at the centre (Linder 2022). There was not one scale of inter-national politics, and another of domestic daily life. Scale was fluid and contingent, with public and private – or political and non-political – spaces seen as fundamen-tally overlapping. The global and the intimate constructed each other: they did not inhabit separate spheres or bounded subjects (Mountz and Hyndman 2006). 

				

			

			
				
					8. to the left, Armoured vehicles on the quai in front of the Cathedral, 11th June 2021.

					9. to the right, Armoured vehicles in front of the Jet d’Eau, 11th June 2021.

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				
			

			
				
					[image: ]
				
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					
						Bibliographie &

					

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

					
						
							Linder, B. (2022): “Sensing scalarity: Towards a humanistic approach to scale,” Progress in Human Geography 46(1), pp. 67-85.

							Mountz, A. and J. Hyndman (2006): Feminist approaches to the global intimate, JSTOR.

						

					

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						
							
								[image: ]
							
						

					

				

				
					
						
							
								[image: ]
							
						

					

				

				
					
						
							
								[image: ]
							
						

					

				

				
					
						
							
								[image: ]
							
						

					

				

			

		

	
		
			
				
					along the line

				

			

			
				
					154

				

			

			
				
					Feminist geographers argued that many studies of territory and boundaries that centred on issues of sovereignty and security, including some of those cited above, considered gender irrelevant (Staeheli and Kofman 2013; Jackman 2020). Thinking of territory and sovereignty as fundamentally gendered concepts might have seemed counterintuitive, but it was intellectually stimulating, as Dalby (1994: 603) noted: “sovereignty is often practised in terms of surveillance and power over precisely demarcated spaces; modes of rule that are quintessentially masculine, in terms of their claims to objective knowledge of territory, technological modes of power projection, and detached ‘scientific’ surveillance as the essential prerequisite to policy action” (Hancock 2004). Symbolic and linguistic associations of territory with gender were seen in the use of connotated terms such as rape, violation, penetra-tion and intervention, used to describe territorial phenomena5. Invoking Anderson’s use (1991) of the term fraternity in his classic book Imagined Communities, Slootmaeckers (2019: 243) states that “if the nation is conceived as a club of men, it is not a far stretch to argue that the process of defining boundaries is framed in masculine terms”. But how did these fleshy world leaders, locked in a pretty park discussing global politics, help us understand the fragile nature of territory ? How could we take the spatially complex concept of global intimate one step further ?

					Like feminist geopolitics mentioned earlier, feminist international relations emerged in the 1990s from a critique of the realist and rationalist IR canon and diversified considerably (Prügl 2012). This scholarship also put gender issues back into the global picture and discussed how the international was fundamentally constructed as gendered (Sjoberg 2009, 2010; Prügl 2012; Shepherd 2014), heterosexist and masculinist (Beasley 2013). One of the important contributions of this field was to broaden the analytical focus beyond states, and to introduce a more nuanced and multi-scaled understanding of what constituted the international. These innovations were important because mainstream approaches were rather different: 

					For analytical purposes, scholars of International Relations (IR) tend to treat the state as if it were a person. It is assumed to have ‘interests’ and ‘intentions’, said to ‘act’ (and often to ‘act rationally’), even allowed to experience ‘death’. In the most extreme cases of anthropomorphi-zation, the state is explicitly given ‘a body’ and ‘a life’. (Wadley 2009: 38) 

					In his classic work on diplomacy written nearly a hundred years ago and reedited many times, Satow (2017: 23) stated that “under international law a State is a legal person with legal rights and obligations […]. Its status is based on the exercise of effective control over a population within a defined territory which has been recog-nized and given effect in international law; and it is international law which deter-mines its capacity as a legal person, its competence, and the nature and extent of certain rights and duties.” In a field where so much was contested, this naturalization of the personhood of the state was one of the few things mainstream IR scholars agreed on or took for granted (Wendt 2004; Wadley 2009). For some, this person-hood of states was little more than a useful fiction, metaphor or analogy, rather than something that had true ontological reality; while for others, the attribution of personhood to states worked so well in helping make sense of the world that states ‘must be people too’, real from the inside to themselves (see debate between Wendt 2004; Jackson 2004; Neuman 2004).
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					Mainstream International Relations scholars, wherever they fit on the spectrum of considering the state-acting-like-a-person-or-really-being-one, broadly seemed to assume that it was an ungendered entity. Yet much feminist scholarship showed that when something was considered ungendered “this should set off alarm bells” (Wadley 2009: 38), since masking gender usually meant elevating the masculine to the status of universal, masking partiality through claims to universality. Political arenas were saturated with gendered meaning, with states and associated state actors cast as variously ‘masculine’ or ‘feminine’ through a system of symbolic meaning that created social hierarchies. Failing to consider the role of gender did not make theory gender-neutral, nor did conceptualizing the state as a generic, non-gendered actor (Wadley 2009). Leaders, states, international organizations all acted in accordance to gender norms and categories, albeit in different ways at different times (Wadley 2009), notwithstanding the internally fragmented nature of such categories. Studies of crisis revealed how states and their leaders were further gendered through wars: heroic militarized masculinity was directly associated with power; patriarchal protectors gained power not through a repressive show of force but from an apparent willingness to sacrifice themselves to protect their families (Enloe 1989; Young 2003); discourses of masculinist protection relied on images of hostile outsiders, including within the state itself (Slootmaeckers 2019); and figures of motherland as nurturing and worth dying for abounded. Patriotism played a specific emotive function in constituting a single state-as-body as a coherent whole, grateful to the leader who vowed to protect it, making dissent not only dangerous but also ungrateful (Young 2003).

					If the state could be a (gendered) person, the opposite was also true: people could ‘be’ states. This role was not only played by heads of state, such as Biden and Putin, but also by diplomats: the individuals tasked with representing a state in its rela-tions to others (Aggestam and Towns 2019). They were trained professionals, part of a diplomatic body, who literally embodied the state (Satow 2009), and were subject to specific privileges. Understanding diplomats as representatives of states was part of a productive cycle where the state constitutes diplomatic agents that in turn constitute the state: 

					By performing its presence, beholding the state’s presence is possible because of its embod-iment in the diplomat, enabling the state to make representations of Self and Other that are credible due to diplomacy’s presence and voicing of the state. (Orellana 2020: 4)

					The notion of entitlement helped to understand how these geographical scales mutually constituted each other, grounding and maintaining territories. Historically, territory was connected to sovereignty and ownership through legal geographies of property (Blomley 2016). Ownership was linked to property law: land was held through a title that was a bundle of rights held either by individuals or by different parties. From this notion of holding a title to a piece of land, the English language coined the term entitlement: a polysemic and spatial concept that would be difficult to translate6. Entitlement described someone’s right to something, whether actual or perceived; something to which one was entitled; the power or authority to do something; or the legal obligation of a government to make payments according to criteria set in law. It stemmed from a model of ownership that defined the right of 
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					owners, be they individuals or states, to do what they wanted within a geographical entity, as long as it did not impinge on others’ rights. By connecting the two first meanings (i.e. the right to something and the thing itself), we could explore empir-ically how they were linked through notions of territory, bodies and sovereignty.

					As Biden and Putin outmanned each other in the park, they were both performing entitlement in multiple ways: their own bodily entitlement to power and their right to speak on behalf of their state; their entitlement to shut down a city to keep their own fragile bodies safe; their supposed entitlement to distant territories. Remaining aware of how such discourses of personal and state entitlement were connected to the concept of territory, helped me to think further of it as fragile. Territory relied on complex and precarious infrastructure: from flowers in pots, cushions on seats, to tanks and barbed wire fences. Territory, rather than being something natural and solid, needed to be constantly remade through infrastructure, mediated through bodies and places.

					Third example: borders as infrastructure

					In this third example of thinking about territory in connection to the global intimate, I turn to the example developed in the comic of the border as infrastructure, in the section that relies on walking methodologies. In all those walks along the Fran-co-Swiss border, through mud, sun, snow and wind, I pondered what exactly I was walking around. Scholars tried to capture something more of this materiality of terri-tory by writing about terrain, seeing in the latter something more three-dimensional and voluminous. I was not sure we really needed the additional term terrain: territory could itself be thought of as voluminous, rather than narrowly two-dimensional. As Jackman (2020: 1) wrote, accounts of territory “increasingly recognised both the geophysical properties of terrain and the materiality of territorial power as that which can be experienced and inhabited in multi dimensions, weaponised for military gain, or apprehended as a resource that can provide value to those surveilling, inhabiting, or moving through it”.

					This built upon Elden’s (2013) conception of territory as a political technology that emphasized the ways in which the legal and the technical interacted, similar to the concept of infrastructure mentioned earlier (Chandra 2023), despite different genealogies. This focus on infrastructure to understand borders drew attention to the specific materiality of the processes, revealing the complex ecological field conditions and pre-existing social relations that clashed with ideal geometric fantasies. Matson’s study of changing stakes and border posts used to affix empire in place linked border studies with insights from infrastructure studies effectively and revealed how “the grid of points that forms the underlay for the colonial occupation of North America is obscured, weakened, and supplanted by the thickening of these alternative rela-tionships between people, the land, and one another. These field conditions trouble the assertion of the border, drawing attention to the multitude of forces that territo-rialize, appropriate, claim or reclaim land.” (Matson 2017) Conflicts inevitably arose between ideal geometric scenarios and actual conditions on ground. Attending to 
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					such underlying infrastructure and the strategic labour required to survey and demarcate borders, helped to understand how these underpinned the construction of states. Likewise, Thomas (2021) explored such processes of bordering, focussing on the borders’ inherent recalcitrance to fit in with material conditions. 

					While fantasies of natural boundaries had long been discredited, as discussed earlier, the borders we encountered did use features of the landscape, rivers, coastlines, mountains, and so on, to etch their legal-political line onto the physical terrain. In the case of Geneva, as we stepped across yet another marshland, and waded through more streams, we felt at times that we were walking around an island surrounded by water. 

					If the geophysical landscape is increasingly malleable, then this malleability complicates the ways in which states might fix their boundaries that mark the edges of their territories. They can also feature in terms of the internal aspects of the territory of states, rather than just at their borders. (Elden 2021: 177) 

					Walking around the Canton of Geneva, it was very apparent how physical processes substantially tested solid territory: 

					It is obvious to say that rivers meander, that glaciers melt, mountains erode, coastlines change, that islands can be submerged, that deserts can shrink and grow, that deltas, swamps, and marshes complicate a simple land/sea divide. And yet, so many of our theorisations of politi-cal-legal territory mask these factors. (Elden 2021: 177) 

					The watery materiality of the world offered up resistance to precise mapping. As we walked along riverbanks, we often discussed and fantasized about what would happen if we helped the flow of water to break through yet another meander in the rushing Allondon, Arande, Chambet, Drize, Hermance, Foron, Laire, Tuernant, Rhône or Versoix rivers. Would Switzerland gain some territory, when the treaties defined the border as the middle point of the river ? Or, horror, would France ? In many places, we noticed the subtle constructions, the dikes and walls, holding back the earthy and pebbly riverbanks of this post-glacial landscape, ensuring no territory was lost. 18th Century fantasies about ideal river borders still haunted our landscapes and infrastructures; while 20th Century engineering made sure riverbeds were suitably disciplined, notwithstanding new environmental enthusiasm for rewilded water channels. 

					When scholars wrote about borders and infrastructure, it was often in connec-tion with crisis points, and the violence encountered by diverse groups seeking to migrate across militarized borders. These technopolitical accounts of borders (Amoore 2006, 2021; Dijstelbloem 2021) described the development and transfor-mation of contemporary borders as the rise of an infrastructure. Dijstelbloem (2021) identified four crucial characteristics of these: first that border infrastructures connected large-scale networks with local situations; second that these included and excluded migrants through specific forms of selection; third that (in)visibility interacted with action in complex ways; and lastly that the location of these border infrastructures shifted and moved, following changes in policies. Studying borders as sites of violence, understanding how these filter desirable and undesirable bodies, was extremely fecund, particularly in showing how power was inscribed into place. Infrastructure, underpinned by new technologies of surveillance, had the power 
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					to kill or save. Important research on European borders took these characteristics seriously. Likewise, but adopting a quantitative typology, Gülzau and Mau (2021) attempted to survey the world-wide border infrastructure, in a context of hardening borders, suggesting a classification that rather than there being more border walls, it helped to distinguish the material expression of borders from no-man’s-land, land-mark borders, checkpoint borders, barrier borders to fortified borders. Although these and other studies linking borders and infrastructure have been authored in recent years, grounded in different theoretical frameworks, from critical geopolitics and political geography (Amoore 2006, 2021; Paasi 2022; Vives 2017, 2023; Del Biaggio 2023), to actor-network or science and technology studies (Dijstelbloem 2021), all pointed to power encoded into the places, policies and politics. 

					My project, however, was more modest. Instead of looking at the policies and the people impacted or killed by them, it started with everyday places. I aimed to make visible the extraordinary state investment in the idea of defining, delimiting, demarcating and holding a line, not to negate or minimise the violence but rather to understand all that had to be done, all that had to be constructed historically and maintained to allow us to believe in the concept of state territory. I purposefully did not study the flashpoints, the crises, the boats and the deaths, the places in the news and the wire fences. Instead, I stumbled upon a border close to home than seemed so mundane that people, or at least those with privileged passports and privileged bodies, almost forgot existed, until a pandemic carved it back into the landscape. It was only then, when I tried to actually experience exactly where it was, step by step, that I started to think about what it took to make it real. Territory started and ended in my humdrum backyard, pouring over a map most Sunday mornings, wondering where we were going to walk next. Territory was made real for us as we plodded along the peaceful border, searching out the invisible line, slowly getting acquainted with its histories and geographies, from the ground up. As we walked, we learnt to identify all the diverse pieces of infrastructure that wrote it into the landscape.

					Walking as research method 

					There were an increasing number of scholarly studies making use of walking as a research method in geography and the social sciences (Anderson 2004; Pierce and Lawhon 2015; Macpherson 2016; Careri 2017; Robinson and McClelland 2020; Rabbiosi 2021; Springgay and Truman 2019, 2022), as well as some examples specifically within political geography (Mason 2021, 2023; Paasche and Sidaway 2021; Hubbard 2022). In a collective article, Mason (2023: 2) and colleagues argued that: 

					We posit that the embodied aspects of walking can enable a creative and critical relationship with nature, place, politics and space, reengaging key concepts in political geography such as territory, borders, and the state, establishing bridges to concepts more commonly featured by cultural geographers, notably landscape […]. Critical attention to walking in political geography thus draws on these cross-disciplinary accounts and reconsiders what counts as political, who walks, and how walking may investigate political geographies of place. Walking has the potential to unpack public and private politics, engaging with place and local knowledge and terrain.
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					In one of such studies, Hubbard walked along the Kent coast, a section of the United Kingdom’s border that looks over onto France, shortly after Brexit. While he walked almost 180 km in five days – spectacularly faster than we ever were along our Franco-Swiss borderline ! – he suggested in a thoughtful text that “walking methods promote an attentiveness to the construction of national identities by encouraging an embodied encounter with the affective forces that congeal around the sites and bodies that constitute the ‘borderscape’ […]. The contemporary political borders of the UK are of course both everywhere and nowhere, existing in an electronic space of flows but also at airports, train stations and ferry terminals (both in the UK and overseas).” (Mason 2023: 5) He noted that walking was central as a mode of becoming knowledgeable about a landscape, with accompanying practices of note taking and photography used to disclose traces of defunct temporalities and technologies. 

					Just as we noticed dozens of border posts and sought out hundreds of border stones, Hubbard encountered relics that emphasized the territory’s geological, political, economic and cultural separation, in his case from continental Europe, across the sea. 

					These were “Tudor castles, Napoleonic-era sea forts, Martello Towers, World War Two tank traps, hidden pill boxes and abandoned airfields. But I also found the persis-tent traces of connection. As well as ferry terminals at Dover and Ramsgate, and the now-defunct, weed-enveloped hoverport at Pegwell Bay, I stumbled upon the infrastructures that brought a transmanche region into being during the period of EU membership. Most important here is the Eurotunnel, and the vast 350-acre terminal for passengers and vehicles located near Folkestone, but also the high-voltage elec-tricity convertor stations […] and numerous undersea connections that transmit power and knowledge across the seabed.” (Mason 2023: 5) 

					Like us, there was no single moment of profound revelation during his walk, but a quiet unfolding and understanding of the process of bordering that came into view via various technologies and infrastructures as he walked along the coast. 

					The two geographically distinct examples of the Kent coast and the Canton of Geneva illustrated how state territories were not only made through deadly military might, but crafted and maintained through technologies, practices and infrastruc-ture, despite changing political climates. In Geneva, the current territory was the result of a multitude of former territorial scenarios: an almost contiguous terri-tory that emerged as a result of broader forces – Empires clashing, Revolutions collapsing, neighbours allying – as well as through the work of multiple skilled indi-viduals. Jean-Paul Wisard, former délégué permanent à l’abornement for the Canton of Geneva (see Chapter 1) wrote that the canton’s ultimate political autonomy was made material in a bounded territory that diplomats negotiated and states duly ratified. With no clear orographic or hydrographic boundary to support the resulting territory’s delimitation and only uninterrupted stretches of identical landscape on either side, Wisard (2008) suggested that these borders of ink and paper needed stones to be laid so that what politicians had decided was made tangible and visible to all. The story of how the territory of Geneva was born coud be told in words or in maps. Wisard summarized the many convoluted episodes, focusing on the shape of things, since the fall of the Roman Empire:
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					Once the Roman Empire had collapsed, the Burgundians settled in the area and then, from the High Middle Ages (1030), the town fell under the authority of the local bishops (the key of Saint-Pierre on the municipal coat of arms refers to this period), who also owned ‘mandements’ small annexed territories in the countryside around the town. Land belonging to the Counts of Savoy separated these pieces of territory under episcopal authority. The Reformation (Calvin was resident in Geneva) marked the end of the period of clerical administration in 1536. The city proclaimed itself to be a free Protestant republic (république libre et protestante), and remained so until the French Revolution. Geneva’s possessions were divided into five distinct parts: Geneva city, Satigny-Chancy to the west, Gy-Jussy to the east, and Genthod and Céligny on the north shore of the lake. In 1754, a first treaty was signed in Turin between the Republic of Geneva and the Savoie, involving land exchanges designed to reorganize a territorial situa-tion that had become extremely complex. Around 40 years later, France annexed the area and made Geneva the capital of the Département du Léman. In 1815, with the Treaties of Paris and Vienna that divided Europe following Napoleon’s defeat, the Canton was born and asked to join Switzerland. The situation created a problem: a fragmented territory with no connection to the rest of Switzerland. It was decided to create strips of land linking the various pieces (except for Céligny, which was already landlocked in the canton of Vaud). However, Geneva, anxious to ensure access to enough agricultural land for food production, demanded and obtained more than these simple ‘servitudes de passages’. To ensure territorial contiguity with the rest of Switzerland, France, which owned the Pays de Gex, ceded the commune of Versoix on the north shore of Lake Geneva. Only the town of Saint-Julien-en-Genevois, initially attached to the canton, was ceded back to the Kingdom of Piémont-Sardaigne in 1816 (to which Savoie belonged for another forty years), as the latter considered the road linking the Châblais to the Vuache, passable all year round, to be of strategic importance. This 1816 border did not change thereafter. At least more or less. The result is a unique geographical feature: Geneva, a small canton of 283 square kilometres, has a 110-kilometre border with France… and only four kilo-metres with its counterpart in Vaud, which links it to the rest of Switzerland. (Wisard 2008: 34, own translation)

				

			

			
				
					10. detail from the original of the map annexed to the Treaty of Turin, held in the Geneva state archive, showing watercolours painted little trees. Photographed 5th December 2023.
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					This narration focused on the calculative practices, as though seen from above. As Jackman (2020: 2) and colleagues reminded us, “the history of territory as a prac-tice and idea is often told as a history of (predominantly ‘western’) imperial, military, and economic pursuits and struggles. Within Anglo-scholarship it is told and retold as a story of control enabled by calculative technologies, most notably cartography, which reduced space to quantifiable abstractions that could be bounded, divided, and governed from a centralized position. In such accounts, territory and terrain are narrated, known and navigated in terms of their geometric qualities.” But if territory was made officially by diplomats and political leaders in cosy salons, enshrined in treaties, it was also made by map makers, land surveyors, mayors, forest wardens, guides, land registry surveyors, artists, and archivists: everyday people whose accounts told varied and infinitely more embodied stories7. Some of these stories have come to us visually, through the brushstrokes of artists who painstakingly painted hundreds of little green trees on a map that, when viewed from the right angle, appeared to be growing out of the page. Territory had its own visual poetries: on the map and in the field. (fig. 10)

					If the Treaties materialized the calculative practices we associated with territory, the minutes (Procès-verbal) of the delimitation of the border on the ground that often took place several years later told a different story. This was closer to our own lived experiences of making sense of the abstraction of territory from the ground up. As we walked along the border, week after week, we trod in the footsteps of these people charged with making the maps and the landscape speak to each other, through small arrangements and thoughtful pragmatic decisions. A territory of care, not of guns. 

					Conclusion

					The varied visual archives consulted during this project, and the three examples discussed, illustrated the fragile nature of territory. In the first example, I explored how material infrastructures shaped fragile territories by connecting individual bodies with global geopolitics in both extraordinary and mundane ways. The global intimate nexus of the pandemic was observed through new visual languages and practices, made tangible within material enactments. In the second example, I discussed how discourses of personal and state entitlement were connected to the concept of territory, pointing again to its tenuousness and fragility, relying on complex and precarious infrastructure from the mundane to the military. Territory, rather than being something natural and solid, needed to be constantly remade through infrastructure, mediating relations across scales through bodies. In the third example, instead of finding belligerent stories amongst the Treaties, I uncovered tales of civil servants painstakingly rambling along invisible lines, working out the best places to anchor border stones, and visual tales of loving encounters with place and landscape. These fragile territories were crafted in mundane offices by cohorts of office workers, in tatty paper files in archives carefully managed around the city, in stones carefully placed by artisans, in imaginary lines referenced in databases, in old postcards stored in family archives, and on maps scanned into online depositories. 
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					In all these examples, territory was so provisional and fragile that it needed constantly remaking through careful and repeated practices; made material through specific infrastructures; marked out by rolls of barbed wire and concrete blocks moved around the city; grounded in multiple practices of care. These left traces that could be followed, clues that could be decoded, shadows that all together revealed something of the nature of territory, as much about society as about physical space. Beyond calculative practices of definition, delimitation and demarcation, and theo-ries about appropriate proximity, size and shape that assumed territories were frozen frameworks where social life occurred, I walked through fragile territories, made and remade through social and individual actions. 

						1	See Fall (2007) or Debarbieux (1999) for some discussion of differences between Anglophone and Francophone traditions or Minca and Fall (2013) for a discussion of Italian critical geographical traditions.

						2	Further discussion of natural/artificial borders and the corresponding idea of natural / artificial states can be found in Fall 2010, from which this section draws. There have been many other excellent critiques of natural boundaries. These share a desire to map, document and critique the obsession of revealing links between topography and states or boundaries – between nature and politics – through scientific and geographic expertise.

						3	Since 2020, there has been a multiplication of special issues of scientific journals on Covid-19, too many to mention here, as well as virtual special issues, i.e. online collections of already-published articles reassembled in a collection: one way for journals with slow article processing to respond quickly to contemporary issues. Thoughtful geographical ones include Aalbers, Beerepoot and Gerritsen 2020, for Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie and Rose-Redwood 2022, for Dialogues in Human Geography.

						4	This section draws from the guest editorial published in Political Geography, co-authored with Julie de Dardel and rewritten with her permission (Fall and Dardel 2022). In it, we compared the summit between Joe Biden and Vladimir Putin to the almost-simultaneous Geneva Feminist Strike (Grève des Femmes*, Grève Féministe: the asterisked ‘Femmes’ signaling trans and non-binary inclusivity) that brought together over 15’000 people in Geneva, exploring the diverse and distinct understandings of security and safety deployed and performed visually.

						5	There have been other interesting studies on the gendered language used by leaders during the pandemic, suggesting for example that Trump and Putin instrumentalised hierarchical gendered identities to enforce security policies in connection to Covid-19. Both leaders drew heavily on pro-jections of gendered power to maximise the effect of their policies, and mobilised diverse gendered narratives, imageries, and practices to construct threats (Kuteleva and Clifford 2021; see also Dada 2021).

						6	Translating the polysemic meaning of entitlement into French would land somewhere between droit (à la terre, au terrain, etc.) and privilege, neither of which are particularly helpful in expressing the unpleasantness of entitled behaviour.

						7	See for example, in the State Archives, the “Procès-verbal de Délimitation entre les États de S. M. Le Roi de Sardaigne et le Canton de Genève”, 1819; or the “Extrait du Procès-verbal de la délimitation entre le territoire du royaume de France et celui du canton de Genève”, 1825.
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					Surveyors, geometers, planners and technicians held the line with maps and digital databases .

				

			

			
				
					Since 1816, adjustments to the line were made to accommodate urban development, airport extension, or road building .

				

			

			
				
					Each time, international treaties needed to be signed . Changes happened at the speed of politicians, not of builders .

				

			

			
				
					We observed the changes using our own visual technologies, not those of planners but of lay users and inhabitants .

				

			

			
				
					Bourdigny-Dessus, border stone 130
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					Any exchange involved transfers of land of equal surface, as though each square metre of territory were sacred .

				

			

			
				
					As we walked along, viewing the line on our screens and experiencing it with our bodies, I understood that holding an invisible line meant stone masons, heavy machinery, good weather conditions, and skilled technicians .

				

			

			
				
					As we scrambled in brambles, we saw that the four meter clearance zone around border stones was no longer maintained .

				

			

			
				
					We sometimes needed satellites to find the line .
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					In Geneva, the “office de la mensuration officielle” was in charge of knowing exactly where the border lay, tracking and negotiating contemporary small changes on behalf of the swiss state .

				

			

			
				
					Since 1845, every change of every borderline for all the plots of land across the canton was lovingly recorded .

				

			

			
				
					The infrastructure of the border stretched to these carefully maintained files .

				

			

			
				
					The international border was just one line among many .

				

			

			
				
					“Primus inter pares” :first among equals .
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					Abstract lines on maps were made and maintained not by military might but by century-long records of care .
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					We learnt to read the landscape, along the line .

				

			

			
				
					We spotted the changes, the decisions, the links between the stones and the maps .

				

			

			
				
					We learnt the grammar of the stones and the meaning of the signs .

				

			

			
				
					Our lived experience of the landscape made the lovingly-maintained line real to us . we believed the stories told by things .
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					The small changes, minute adjustments, progressive shifts .

				

			

			
				
					All carefully discussed, agreed, then carved in stone .

				

			

			
				
					Slight changes to the line that took years to agree, to broaden a road .

				

			

			
				
					Men in Geneva, living within a stone’s throw of the line, writing to others in far-off Paris .

				

			

			
				
					Delimitation along the road from Soral to Viry between BP 31 and 46, cadastre Genève 1973 .

				

			

		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					Other forces were also at play to try to shift the line .

				

			

			
				
					Streams and rivers didn’t always want to be disciplined . They didn’t want to hold the lines steady on the maps .

				

			

			
				
					We wandered the watery margins, admiring the ongoing struggles to fix the status quo .

				

			

			
				
					Even the dikes, walls and fences needed to be discussed, negotiated and paid for .

				

			

			
				
					River borders making our home an island surrounded by water, as if ordained by 18th century fantasies of political predestination .

				

			

			
				
					Allondon, Arande, Chambet,Drize, Hermance, Foron, Laire,Tuernant, Rhône, Versoix

				

			

			
				
					Laire river, near Soral
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					Holding the line took ongoing work, maintenance, infrastructure built through forms, maps, letters of agreement, concrete and steel .
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					CERN : European Council for Nuclear Research

				

			

			
				
					One day, having secured access badges from uniformed private guards, we walked the stretch of border within cern, sited on a cross-border campus .

				

			

			
				
					The team referee for topography and geomatics took us between the buildings devoted to cutting-edge fundamental physics’ research, searching for 19th century stones .

				

			

			
				
					Particle accelerators spun sub-atomic particles across the border, in one of the world’s largest and most complex scientific instruments: the large hadron collider .

				

			

			
				
					Layers of history on coloured maps and geographic information systems .
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					In what seemed like an engineer’s joke, holding the border in place had taken some doing when a small particle accelerator was built across the border .

				

			

			
				
					One stone was raised up onto a grassy bank above the tunnel, standing tall above the atoms zooming past below close to the speed of light.

				

			

			
				
					Another stayed exactly where it had first been laid, when the road was raised over it.

				

			

			
				
					It held the line invisibly, only accessible through a secret pothole .

				

			

			
				
					Topological border poetry in a place built for science, that reminded us that territory was three-dimensional .

				

			

			
				
					Especially when careful builders showed creative flair and some humour .
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					Abandoned scenario from 1953 for land exchange .

				

			

			
				
					The archives of the service de la mensuration officielle told other stories: planned changes to the border which might or might not have been carried out.

				

			

			
				
					In Soral, it took 50 years for both parties to agree to a new scenario .

				

			

			
				
					It was neither country’s priority for a long time, even when local inhabitants had been complaining since the 1950s about the complications of living in a rural village cut through by a borderline .
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					Then, from 1975, Geneva and France started to plan a new motorway junction near Bardonnex .

				

			

			
				
					Geometrically complicated due to topography, the road needed to leave Switzerland above a gorge, only to return to swiss territory a few dozen meters later . It would be easier to give that small field to France .

				

			

			
				
					Long discussions started up in Soral about what plots could be transferred from France in exchange .

				

			

			
				
					A decision was reached after protracted negotiations in 1996 . Final ratification instruments were exchanged in 2000 .

				

			

			
				
					The line could be moved .

				

			

			
				
					Soral, border stone 48
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					Once the treaties were ratified by both governments, land surveyors - geometers - got to work . The plots had already been carefully measured and mapped .

				

			

			
				
					The new territories then needed to be integrated into the existing land registry - the cadastre .

				

			

			
				
					A motorway needed to be built before someone’s garden, elsewhere, made sense .
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					To move the line, surveyors negotiated with communities and land owners; measured and mapped; delimited the new plots; integrated them into the canton’s ledger while removing the old ones .

				

			

			
				
					Practices of care, carried out without fanfare .

				

			

			
				
					Then, when all was done, the line was marked by stones and brass tags .

				

			

			
				
					Finding skilled artisan stone masons was no longer easy, which created other issues .

				

			

			
				
					Moving the heavy stones to rural or inaccessible locations was often logistically fraught.

				

			

			
				
					These were heavy objects, sometimes two meters high . They couldn’t be installed if the ground was wet or muddy .

				

			

			
				
					They needed to be laid and adjusted in exactly the right place, with the carved lines on top facing precisely in the right direction .

				

			

			
				
					Shifting the line meant mobilizing troupes on the ground: not soldiers but careful professionals, enrolled to maintain complex infrastructure, making abstract territories real .

				

			

			
				
					Bardonnex

				

			

			
				
					(From photos of the “Service de la mensuration officielle” archive)
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					The memory of those border changes lay in the archives of the land registry .

				

			

			
				
					But visual memories were also saved elsewhere .

				

			

			
				
					The “centre d’iconographie genevoise”, the canton’s collection of local maps, photographs, postcards, and other visual material, also held traces of the border .

				

			

			
				
					Carefully curated albums of photographs, gifted by local people, commissioned or bought.

				

			

			
				
					Haphazard drawers of postcards, sorted by geographical location .

				

			

			
				
					Hand-drawn maps dating back centuries .

				

			

			
				
					Drawers full of old postcards sorted by location .

				

			

			
				
					Visual stories of a small territory, held in small rooms staffed by dedicated professionals in the centre of the city, open to all .
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					Postcards from the edge of one world and the beginning of another, printed and sometimes sent at the beginning of the 20th century .

				

			

			
				
					An age before mass-produced cameras or selfies .

				

			

			
				
					A time when borderposts were part of the national imagery, worth sending to friends or family .
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					I enjoy looking for traces of past infrastructure as I walk, matching it to what I can see .

				

			

			
				
					Postcard sent in 1921

				

			

			
				
					Around 1930

				

			

			
				
					The same border posts were pictured through the years, making impromptu photographic time-series .

				

			

			
				
					These pictures remind me that these are lived landscapes . My research born of a pandemic is not an ordinary project in social science . I speak to things more than people .

				

			

			
				
					Around 1955

				

			

			
				
					They are more scholars looking at the violence of borders than ordinary, peaceful once .
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					I nevertheless find meaning in my more mundane study, far from geopolitical flashpoints . I dig out layers of pratices and imaginaries that construct and maintain these places that stretch across two worlds, one step after another .
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					The images showed infrastructures built to house some of the people working to hold the line .

				

			

			
				
					Homes for border guards - douaniers - and their families . Places to live, work, build lives .

				

			

			
				
					Buildings owned by the state, now repurposed, kept or sometimes sold off to private people . Much-needed homes for people in a territory under pressure .
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					I dream of entering, exploring all the hidden corners, looking out to the invisble border from the window .
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					All the places and buildings connected to the border were painstakingly recorded within the broader inventory of architectural heritage of the “Office du patrimoine et des sites”.

				

			

			
				
					To my surprise, these sites weren’t valued or presented as a coherent whole. Yet, by exploring all the hidden corners of this singular ensemble, it increasingly seemed to me that they constituted a quite unique collection .

				

			

			
				
					A small necklace of rough pearls all along the line, stretching all around the country.

				

			

			
				
					In the Canton of Geneva, a remarkable part of the buildings date back to the 20th century, and were designed by one same architect.

				

			

			
				
					Marc Camoletti (1857-1940), born in Cartigny, also designed the famous Art and History Museum in Geneva. But it was his more ordinary buildings that charmed me the most, putting a very recognizable visual stamp on the landscape .

				

			

			
				
					Border post

				

			

			
				
					Staff housing

				

			

			
				
					Kennel
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					The oldest remaining building dated back to 1807: a rural building repurposed as a border post in Satigny. The most recent was a building in Veyrier, constructed in 1983.

				

			

			
				
					Their construction dates indicated how regularly and continuously they were established as a series, with many complexes enlarged, transformed and modified to suit the state’s changing needs .

				

			

			
				
					If all were not considered valuable according to the criteria of the cantonal architectural heritage survey, the old and new border posts often sold off to private owners undeniably shaped the border landscape. I found them fascinating .

				

			

			
				
					Construction dates for the border posts and former sites connected to the border in Geneva :

				

			

			
				
					Anières : 1892 ; 1902 ; 1958

					Avusy : 1900

					Bardonnex : 1810 ; 1896 ; 1929 ; 1929

					Bernex : 1914

					Chancy : 1907 ; 1913 ; 1949

					Collex-Bossy : 1900 ; 1982

					Corsier : 1909 ; 1931

					Dardagny : 1875 ; 1901

					Gy : 1908

					Hermance : 1952

					Jussy : 1902 ; 1956

					Meyrin : 1899 ; 1899 ; 1917 ; 1931

					Perly-Certoux : 1852 ; 1905

					Presinge : 1900 ; 1903 ; 1948

					Puplinge : 1948

					Satigny : 1807 ; 1900 ; 1922

					Soral : 1818 ; 1919

					Thônex : 1953 ; 1971 ; 1975

					Troinex : 1892 ; 1914

					Versoix : 1896 ; 1962

					Veyrier : 1911 ; 1983

				

			

			
				
					Telephone 

					center
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					Some images showed people whose lives were enrolled in the infrastructure of the border, like border guards: the douaniers who checked goods and passports, and searched for contraband and illegal substances crossing the line .
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					Other postcards about life on the border were printed as fictionnal series, like short epistolary comics .

				

			

			
				
					Stories of heroic french border guards intercepting smugglers from Switzerland . Today, the stereotypes would probably be reversed .

				

			

			
				
					If someone sent them separately, did they reach their destination in the right order ?

				

			

			
				
					I enjoy hunting for these pictures, putting bodies back into my quest.
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					These border landscape held memories of care but also of violence .

				

			

			
				
					images of militarized surveillance: all-seeing, all-knowing masculine guards, watching from above like caricatures of geopolitical viewpoints , part of infrastructures of fear .

				

			

			
				
					This was a line that had both killed and saved .
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					Border guards had held the keys to freedom and safety when wars broke out across Europe .

				

			

			
				
					The southern border of Geneva, uniquely placed, had allowed persecuted minorities and jewish people to flee .

				

			

			
				
					Some brave people helped them across the line . Others did not.

				

			

			
				
					Under Italian occupation from 1942

				

			

			
				
					Geneva

				

			

			
				
					Belgium administered military by Germany

				

			

			
				
					Luxembourg annexed by Germany

				

			

			
				
					Land annexed to the Third Reich

				

			

			
				
					German Third Reich

				

			

			
				
					German Occupied Zone

				

			

			
				
					Free Zone

				

			

			
				
					Switzerland

				

			

			
				
					Italy

				

			

			
				
					Summary of the situation around 1940-1942
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					In such extraordinary circumstances, some local people chose to use the borderline for good .

				

			

			
				
					We encountered some of them as we walked .

				

			

			
				
					Irène Gubier was one such remarkable person, making use of her house located on the border to pass vulnerable people and crucial intelligence .

				

			

			
				
					Officially located in France, the back door opened out into swiss territory . At night, she could slip out to pass on messages .

				

			

			
				
					Her little house stood tall, but closed up . It helped her to be truly heroic, resisting tyranny .

				

			

			
				
					Her brave actions remembered on the facade .

				

			

			
				
					Moëllesulaz / Moillesulaz
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					At that time, there was barbed wire all along the border .

				

			

			
				
					Irène chose to use the line to save, not kill .

				

			

			
				
					That one brave woman returned from the unspeakable horrors of the death camps and lived to old age, along the line .

				

			

			
				
					A border stone sits at the corner of her house, lovingly restored .

				

			

			
				
					A shameful time, too easily forgotten .
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					Other tales encountered were more ambiguous or difficult to interpret.

				

			

			
				
					A postcard with a short message and a hand written label indicating the border post, telling someone about trying to cross the border, but being turned away .

				

			

			
				
					« Je vous écris auprès d’une cascade bruyante,en contemplant l’Arve impétueux qui file à toute vitesse vers le Rhône ( . . .) . Je suisdescendu à Annemasse avec l’espoir de Genèvemais je suis arrêté à la frontière à 4km dela terre promise . Je dois partir pour Thonon . »

				

			

			
				
					There was no name or address . It must have been sent in an envelope, now lost.

				

			

			
				
					I couldn’t make out the handwritten date . If it was 1942, then this was a witness to a life in peril, seeking sanctuary. But if it was 1947, then it might just have been a letter from a tourist or a visitor .

				

			

			
				
					Visual archives can be ambiguous .
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					The place looked so different now, with tram tracks running almost seamlessly across the border . A slight change in tarmac, one of the few signs visible on the ground .

				

			

			
				
					Yet both sides still spelled its name differently .

				

			

			
				
					The border stone stood silently, with longer memories that a human life . it had seen the barbed wire, heard the policemen’s boots, held the line .

				

			

			
				
					I was just passing through, listening to the ghosts .
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					Some of these memories were inscribed in the landscape, marked by stones or shrines .

				

			

			
				
					Material witnesses to the good people who defied orders to let people flee .

				

			

			
				
					There was only silence surrounding those who collaborated with the occupiers .

				

			

			
				
					I tried to imagine these peaceful fields filled with barbed wire and fear, with people smuggled across the line at night.

				

			

			
				
					But it was hard to see the past when the sun was shining .
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					The monuments, mostly on the french side, presented a sanitized, heroic version of those dreadful times, with little space for the venality, cruelty, or jingoism of human nature .

				

			

			
				
					On the swiss side, there was no mention of the closed camps, built across the canton, where the desperate refugees were housed .

				

			

			
				
					There was no space in these landscapes for those who were pushed back and sent to their deaths .

				

			

			
				
					The stones only told the stories and the people we wished to remember .

				

			

			
				
					As I walked, I could not help thinking of those we turn back today .
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					Stories, lives and images that told of the border, throughout the years .

				

			

			
				
					Encountered again, step by step, and shared .

				

			

			
				
					People, places and practices all making the invisible line real .

				

			

			
				
					For better or for worse.

				

			

			
				
					A line dividing and connecting lives across territories, from the mundane to the heroic, remembered in stones, signs and buildings .
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					Walking along the line, all the stories emerged, to be shared and retold .

				

			

			
				
					Lives and deaths, friends and foes, all created by the borders we built and maintained .

				

			

			
				
					The line shaped us too .

				

			

			
				
					As I wandered home, with weary limbs, longing for a cup of tea, I felt more connected to home .

				

			

			
				
					A home next to a line, that I now knew from end to end, intimately .

				

			

			
				
					I will continue walking . There is still so much to see .

				

			

			
				
					Soral

				

			

			
				
					Norcier

				

			

			
				
					End .
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					Carte du Lac de Genève et despays circonvoisins où setrouvent les frontières deFrance, de Savoye et de Suisse,1782, Philippe Buache .
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					This chapter explores how the creative and visual turn opens innovative avenues for thinking about the nature of territory and infrastructures, focusing on using comics and graphic narratives to write open accounts of the world that suggest interpreta-tions, leave things tentative and nuanced, rather than advance explanations carved in stone. This openness, I suggest, allows those encountering our stories to connect them to their own experiences, not as a way of making everything anecdotal but rather as a way of crafting empathetic and shared accounts of social life in difficult times.

					Making sense of complex geographies

					When Yugoslavia collapsed into bloody warfare in 1991, my father Merrick Fall was based in the region: one of the many people employed to assist in the international mobilization, working for a Civil Affairs division of the United Nations mission. He loved his life of uncertainty, finding purpose in his daily routines away from his family, thriving on the excitement and sense of purpose while driving around in a white UN pickup truck. Years later, the recurrent nightmares that plagued him after more than a decade in conflict hotspots around the world, and his subsequent mixed feelings about the efficacy and wisdom of such missions, might have contributed to his early death from heart disease. It certainly put these years of mental and bodily strain in a different light. But, at the time, I had a loving and brave father who lived in dangerous places and who seemed to make a difference. I adored visiting him, soaking up the experience of seeing him at ease in extraordinary circumstances, aware of the privilege I had of going back to a safe home afterwards.

					I first travelled to see him in Bosnia Herzegovina in 1996. He picked me off the train in Zagreb, and we drove together along the flat Sava valley into Bosnia. He was working in Brčko at the time, a former hotspot within the newly-formed Republika Srpska, living with a local family. We filled buckets of water to flush the loo, ate a lot of toma-toes, cucumbers and delicious cheesy flaky pastries. I followed him around as he spoke to people in offices and on the ground, constantly assembling material for his political reports sent to the UN Headquarters in New York. A born writer, he took great care with his reporting, although he worried that nobody in those distant offices really read them, nor understood what was taking place on the ground. Daily life in a wrecked country must have seemed rather abstract to technocrats in Manhattan, 

				

			

			
				
					Writing with comics and graphic narrative

					Chapter 3
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					however skilled his turn of phrase might have been. A quiet man, my father was also fiercely loyal, and in many ways unsuited to the logics of an international organiza-tion staffed by ambitious colleagues. He took pleasure in travel, found meaning in learning languages, making temporary connections before inevitably being moved elsewhere. The frustrations of working for the United Nations were immense, but he enjoyed his life in Bosnia. He was clearly glad to be able to share his life with members of his family, if only for a few weeks. Many of the places he had worked in before had been too dangerous for us to visit. Afghanistan. Somalia.

					A few months later, I returned to see him when he was living in Bihać. He was devoted to and reliant on his translator and fixer, Asim, who dreamt of keeping bees. They formed a formidable duo, charging around making sense of life in a broken but new country. Lives crossing for a fleeting time, in extraordinary circumstances. My father picked me up again across the border in Croatia, and we drove back through the Krajina by night to reach his temporary home. I remember witnessing, from the safe shelter of the car, small glimpses of the effects of war as we drove through a vast refugee camp, wide-eyed children’s faces pressed up against the glass windows amongst the improvised dwellings. Destruction framed through a window, with us just passing through. Destroyed villages littered the rolling landscape, some flat-tened next to others standing intact. The random consequences of fierce battles, and the targeted destruction of dwellings belonging to the wrong group. We visited Otoka, where international troops guarded the bridge, speaking to the soldiers and local people. More material for his reports. And a whole mess of jumbled feelings for me, in a town with a name that sounded straight out of a Tintin comic. (fig. 1-2)

					The following summer, I planned to spend more time with him in Mostar, his latest posting. Local and national tempers were frayed, despite a peace plan signed in Dayton. Posters stuck to walls depicted local political figures and the Pope: interna-tional visual popular culture anchoring local struggles and identities. Living with my father for a few weeks seemed a rare opportunity to write my undergraduate thesis in political geography (Fall 1997). I wanted to understand the life of a city reunited on paper but divided in practice, having been twice on the front line of war. Doubly martyred, Mostar was split down the middle, with Croat and Bosniak communities eyeing each other suspiciously across the town. I set out to try to make sense of this disconnect between what was on the map of the Dayton Plan and the lived reality on 

				

			

			
				
					1. to the left, Juliet and Merrick Fall, Otoka bridge with IFOR tank, black & white photo, 1996.

					2. to the right, Political posters on a wall including Superman, 1997.
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					the ground. I tracked and photographed graffiti. I observed informal markets taking place along the officially invisible border line. I spoke to officials and soldiers from the various international peace-keeping forces. I spent time in the kitchen of the Croat family we were living with, wordlessly admiring the host’s ability to roll thin dough into impossibly delicious pastries. 

					My reels of black and white and colour film filled with images of foreign car number-plates used strategically by local people to get round the informal restrictions placed on local cars. I photographed goats being exchanged from car boots high up in the mountains on the invisible border line with the Republika Srpska. I wandered around the city, buying cheap postcards from the kiosks along the river still showing the Stari Most, the Ottoman stone bridge that now lay in ruins, the large stones at the bottom of the deep gorge. I crossed the Neretva river on the rickety temporary metal bridge, staring down at the deep water below. I collected boxes of visual material that I thought of as purely illustrative: images meant to decorate my textual work based around interviews. We drove up one evening to the top of the hill from which the city had been shelled. The photos I took were like a caricatural depiction of a zenithal point of view, taken from the exact place the guns had fired on bodies below. As I stumbled around, I came across used sardine tins and the remains of hasty meals. Young soldiers had sat there, afraid and hungry while aiming at the city below. (fig. 3) 

					That summer of 1997, carrying out fieldwork in Mostar would have been impossible if I had not been able to make use of all my father’s local contacts. Inevitably, it meant that my interviews were mostly with people who spoke languages that I understood – none of which included anything Slavic. Today, in a very different ethical, legal and risk-assessment academic landscape, such research would probably no longer be possible. Perhaps that is a good thing. In retrospect, this kind of informal rather 

				

			

			
				
					3. Photo of Mostar from a hill, 1997.
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					ad hoc approach was hopelessly biased in all sorts of complicated ways, not least because of my implicit and explicit association on the ground with the United Nations and with my father. Even if I explained all this in my introduction, I didn’t have the background, awareness, nor training to reflect. But, in the late Nineteen Nineties, neither my Swiss university, nor I, thought there might be anything wrong with an unskilled and naïve young student charging around asking questions in a tense situation, struggling to connect the daily reality of post-war Bosnia with Foucauldian theoretical frameworks on territory, borders and power. If my contribution to science was non-existent, confined to a paper thesis manuscript deposited somewhere in the library of the University of Geneva, consulted and quoted a few times, this experience changed my life. Back then, I had no structured way of processing or making sense of the emotions that I was left with when I returned home. These, it was assumed, needed to stay outside the text. I wrote up my thesis, defended it, and quickly threw myself into another academic degree elsewhere on a different, less distressing topic. I remember making the conscious decision to stop writing about conflict and violence. I hadn’t known how to cope with the horrors and memories I was left with; nor did I know how to deal with my guilt about returning to a safe life far removed from war. The box of images, the photocopied and hand-drawn maps, and the rolls of photo negatives got stuffed in the back of a cupboard. I moved on. I moved away. I eventually obtained a PhD thesis in geography, but still only using photography and visual material to illustrate fieldwork. 

					Years later, when I had miraculously secured a permanent academic job at the University of Geneva, I picked up Joe Sacco’s (1993) comic Palestine in a local bookshop. I had written about comics as a sort of hobby subject, analysing graphic fiction to tease out geographical themes (Fall 2006, 2014). Sacco’s work hit an unexpectedly deep chord. This extraordinary book of graphic journalism narrated his experience of daily life in a geopolitical hotspot. I had read books on the intrac-table Israel / Palestine situation, but none had drawn me in quite like that. Hooked and intrigued by his ability to narrate a conflict in a sensitive way, I ordered Safe Area Gorazde (Sacco 2011) on Bosnia. I was transfixed. Reading it hit me hard. Sacco’s skills as a storyteller, his empathy, his careful observation of what it means to witness the lives of others as an outsider, and his ability to share this in an accessible visual format were awe-inspiring. For the first time, I had encountered a book that not only made his experiences tangible, but also allowed me to think through mine. 

					Reading this comic helped me make sense of what I had witnessed. Gorazde wasn’t Mostar. I certainly wasn’t Sacco. But reading his comic resonated. Here was a fellow privileged Western outsider who had encountered daily life in post-war Bosnia but crucially, unlike me, had the skills to make sense of it afterwards and communicate this. Reading Safe Area Gorazde, I was conscious that my identification was predo-minantly with the outsider – the observer – not with the observed. Yet the individual vignette biographies he recounted drew me into a unique place. I felt I was getting to know something of the daily lives of people, at a distance. The effect was not unlike what Toal (1996: 171), observing the reporting of the journalist Maggie O’Kane in the same region at the time, called an “anti-geopolitical eye”:
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					An eye that disturbs and disrupts the hegemonic foreign policy gaze, a way of seeing that, while hardly unproblematic itself, persistently transgresses, unravels and exceeds the frameworks scripting Bosnia in Western geopolitical discourse […] distinguished by a style of reporting that is direct, personal, moral and angry […] on the cutting edge of reporting on the human consequences of the Bosnian conflict. (Toal 1996: 173)

					Toal was drawing from leading feminist geographers (Rose 1993) who were using standpoint theory (Harding 1986) to examine the question of the gaze; the gendered dimensions of scopic regimes; and challenging the unacknowledged view from nowhere. This was the illusion of a disembodied mastering subject who could comprehend the world from a distance, from above, from a position that posited itself as neutral and objective while in fact being shot through with unexamined biases. Feminists and critical scholars had picked this viewpoint apart very effectively and suggested that the solution lay in strong objectivity (Harding 2013)1, i.e. placing the relations between political and social power and knowledge center-stage; stating how knowledge was produced, how questions were framed, and what points of view were considered worthwhile and legitimate while others were discarded; centering lived experiences from the margins. O’Kane provided just such a grounded, embodied and situated account of war, direct and personal, making the personal political in a way that went beyond self-testimony. Although not unproblematic – in particular in spectacularising Bosnia as a land of pervasive violence and castigating Western leaders as morally indifferent – Toal (1996) suggested that her dispatches provided an anti-geopolitical viewpoint that disrupted mainstream framings. But, to me, Sacco did something more with his graphic narratives. He went further than just tell a story like a gonzo journalist who used first-person narration. The form was important in itself.

					The language of comics combined text and images, multiple viewpoints, voice and affect, facts and artistry, and added another dimension to the stories. How could such grounded, embodied, situated and verbo-visual writing change how we understood the world ? How could comics narrate the fragile territories of discarded tin cans, goats in markets, and menacing bodies standing on invisible urban borders, rather than those viewed through the front sight of a gun ? 

					Writing in the world, not about it

					Joe Sacco was an exceptional author, with a unique ability to use the verbo-visual language of comics, weaving a complex tale that flit back and forth between places and times, narrators, and points of view. His perspective was unashamedly situated, writing and drawing himself into the story. He did not pretend to present both sides of a complex political scenario, but rather simply made clear with whom he had spoken and whose perspectives he had witnessed and chosen to tell. Kuttner and collea-gues (2017: 207) noted that Sacco “exaggerates some of his own perceived shortco-mings, visually communicating his worries, biases, awkwardness, and emotions and presenting himself as ‘a fallible human being, vulnerable to bias and ignorance and error’ […] In this way, Sacco reflects his own role in constructing the narrative, and encourages the audience to critically analyze what they are seeing.” Because of 
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					Sacco’s skills as an author, because of his ability to draw in readers, and his ability to explain a fraught political context through carefully narrated visual and textual anecdotes, he made the complexities and contradictions part of the story. In an introduction to Sacco’s Palestine, Edward Said (2011: i) wrote that “as we also live in a media-saturated world in which a huge preponderance of the world’s news images are controlled and diffused by a handful of men sitting in places like London and New York, a stream of comic book images and words, assertively etched, at times grotesquely emphatic and distended to match the extreme situations they depict, provide a remarkable antidote”. Writing visual counter-narratives held real potential.

					Writing was a fundamentally geographical, located and embodied practice. Many people learned the skill as young children. Some people, for all sorts of reasons, never did. It was what academics did, in offices, in cafés, in libraries, in our homes. We wrote emails. We texted. We wrote academic articles. Some wanted to write more each day. Some less. We got ourselves into terrible twists procrastinating about writing anything at all. Some liked to pretend it was easy or innate. I once saw a T-shirt that said “You ought to be writing”. Academics often felt guilty if they weren’t writing. Frustrated. Or anxious. Sometimes, we wrote only in our heads. Real life got in the way. But in all these practices, how often did we wonder whether we could do academic writing differently ?

					Sacco’s authorial techniques seemed to point to ways of thinking about writing differently in at least three different ways that resonated with me as a geographer: taking the visual aspect of fieldwork data collection seriously from the start; finding a way of writing that remained open to interpretation rather than affirming anything in a definite manner; and finding ways of presenting research as situated and embodied, allowing readers to understand how and where geographical knowledge was made, beyond abstract or tokenistic statements about positionality and identity. Writing could be done in all sorts of ways, in different places and places. Sometimes, our writing practices went beyond words. Was doodling in the margins of a document a form of writing ? Were emojis ? Was the slow crafting of a comic book writing ? What about editing a film, with fixed and moving images, and sound ? Was that still writing ? Or was writing only words on a page, written to be read aloud or in someone’s head ? I was a geographer, not a literary scholar, so answering these questions wasn’t really the point. The purpose was seeing what happened to our academic and storytelling practices when we asked them, and tried something different, more in line with the intellectual project of creating truly situated and embodied counter-narratives. 

					As I mentioned earlier, in 2020, when the world temporarily locked down, I was casting around for a project to make sense of the madness of our daily lives changed by the Covid-19 pandemic. Certainties were removed, everything we knew about daily life changed. We desperately needed to write in a way that reflected the uncertainties, suggesting rather than settling interpretations. I stumbled upon the idea of trying to write in comics, putting pictures together on my tablet, as discussed in Chapter 1.

					Writing as a practice has long been written about by literary researchers. Yet, perhaps curiously, few recognised the roles of space and contexts in this practice. As Geisler wrote: 
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					In order to build more adequate models, then, literary researchers must move away from modelling academic literacy as a single coherent practice that works itself out primarily in the spatial dimen-sion of participants’ representations. In these representations, virtual authors are presented as professionalized agents moving with rational purpose toward the progress of the community. Real authors, however, eat, go to the bathroom, worry about their career, and get interrupted by noise in the street. Academic texts never acknowledge these human aspects of their real authors for to do so would jeopardize their claim to timeless truth. But researchers of academic literary cannot afford to make the same mistake. (Geisler 1994, in Canagarajah 2002: 32)

					Recognising this fleshy dimension of the practice of writing and taking it seriously was important if we wanted to challenge the creeping view from nowhere that haunted the standardised academic writing that we often produced, even when our research methods were critical. In their beautiful review piece on political geography that sought to map out alternatives, Jackman and colleagues (2020: 4) argued that “alongside critical conceptual reflections, further application of and engagement with feminist methods that alternatively and creatively approach, apprehend, witness, capture, visualise, and mobilise, would greatly benefit the deconstruction of terri-tory and terrain”. They suggested methodologically reconsidering key geographical concepts in conversation with creative methodologies, developing more creative and performative interpretative strategies, so that “insights can be gained into both corporeal processes and practices that are otherwise difficult to articulate in language and which can express lived experience” (Jackman 2020: 4).

					Political geographers produced little scholarship about writing (Fall 2014; Müller 2021), instead often focussing on the writers through histories of the discipline, biographies of key individuals, and contextualised histories of specific books and their circulation (Keighren 2006; Fall 2023). Nevertheless, there were increasing calls for finding alternative, creative ways of writing that aligned with the critical project of providing embodied accounts of territory (Jackman 2020). “Acknowledging the territory of the page as one through which to not only recover, but to recognise, reclaim, re-orient, and seek redress of narratives, encounters, and perspectives too often elided from dominant discourse, remains an important step in disrupting the (re)production of the concepts of territory and terrain” (Jackman 2020: 4). This was not just to tell pretty stories, but to improve research by finding ways of producing and writing knowledge that sat kindly with giving voice to alternative points of view, sources of knowledge, and positions. The task, they wrote, was to “deconstruct how our bodies ‘speak in our writing’, with the aim of reflecting on how scholarship on territory and terrain can be further accountable and responsible in relation to ‘what it says’” (Jackman 2020: 9). 

					Creative and visual turns

					Despite my being sceptical of the many theoretical turns regularly announced in geography, often by those hoping to name yet another, the scholarship associated with a creative turn provided options to rethink and enrich scholarly writing (Hawkins 2011, 2013). Geography’s creative turn saw “scholars across the discipline coming to embrace creative geographical methods – including visual art, image-making, 
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					creative writing, performance techniques – both as the means through which research can proceed and by which it can be communicated and presented” (Hawkins 2015: 247). This offered ways to renew scholarship more broadly, since “we can and should understand the possibilities of the creative (re)turn as an inspiration not just for how it opens up possibilities to do research differently, but also for the resources it offers us to remake worlds, our own academic worlds included” (Hawkins 2019: 979). This partly built upon the visual turn that took place in the social sciences at the turn of the century (Chauvin and Reix 2015; Watt and Wakefield 2017), with increased interest in visual materials and research methods in cultural studies, sociology, anthropology, history and geography, drawing as well from film studies, media studies, feminist theory and postcolonial studies (Columpar 2002; Warfield 2017). Multi- or interdisciplinary scientific journals appeared to host such writing in different linguistic contexts, including Visual Sociology (founded in 1986, became Visual Studies in 2002), Visual Culture (2009), or the Revue Française des Méthodes Visuelles (2017). 

					In human geography, Gillian Rose’s (2001, 2023 for its 5th edition) agenda-setting book, built on and further crafted engaged discussions on the visual nature and sensitivity of the discipline (Nash 1996; Rose 1993; Rose and Tollia-Kelly 2012; Roberts 2013). These included critical discussions of the empirical, conceptual and methodological consequences of focussing on the visual, in line with an interest in representation, power, identity and place. Geographers gained new tools for critically examining how political worlds were visually constructed, and how such visuality was itself constructed. 

					While such a geographical interest in visual matters was longstanding, dating back to the use of mapping and cartography as well as slides, panoramas and other visual technologies (Sohier 2019) within geographical circles in the late 19th and early 20th century, this marked a change from studying existing visual material to actually using visual methods as part of research processes, including producing material through photography (Hunt 2014), film-making (Garrett and Hawkins 2014; Ernwein 2020) and drawing (Olmedo 2015; Lilley 2018). In neighbouring political science and international relations, the ground-breaking work of Roland Bleiker and others (Bleiker 2001; Callahan 2015; Steele 2017) gave visual studies early legitimacy, leading to substantial work on aesthetics (Hozic 2017), emotion (Bleiker 2014), and visual autoethnography (Bleiker 2019). Many of these authors explored how visual representations helped stories about the world, people and places emerge, often in a more playful way than mainstream, text-based research outputs. Geographers’ interest or perhaps legitimacy in visual language stemmed to some extent from skills acquired through map-making and analysis, field sketching and landscape analysis: practices that were supposed to distinguish geographers from other social scientists. 

					Within geography, critiques of the risk of unexamined biases of visual approaches, and the risk of reproducing stereotypical gazes, came mainly from feminist episte-mologies (Dowler and Sharp 2001; Sharp 2011). Like O’Kane’s journalism discussed earlier by Toal, these proposals called instead for ground-level, local and embodied sites of moral propinquity or nearness. Hyndman’s (2004: 309) invitation to develop a strong feminist geopolitics “to extend the work of arguably disembodied critical 
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					geopolitical analysis by (re)situating knowledge production as a partial view from somewhere” made a lasting impression. In a similar creative and critical veins, an increased focus on popular geopolitics – i.e. on non-traditional, everyday discourses such as those of popular culture including film, fiction and (to a lesser extent) comics – appeared within geography and problematised the question of the gaze. These critiques were important: using visual methods was not a guarantor of creating progressive alternatives to view from nowhere representations of territory. Military uses of images were a case in point, with Campbell (2002; see also Gregory 2004) for example providing compelling analysis of such gazes when analysing images of concentration camps in Bosnia. To move away from these, and make use of the creative and visual turns to produce alternative visualities, Hughes (2007: 983) – drawing from Haraway (2013) – insisted on the embodied nature of vision in order to “reclaim the sensory system that has been used to signify a leap out of the marked body and into a conquering gaze from nowhere”. The challenge was to find visual languages and ways of writing that allowed this and that fulfilled this promise. The next section explores whether the language of comics could go some way in assisting with this.

					Writing and reading comics

					Can you remember first reading a comic ? Said (2011) wrote of his experience of reading comics as a child, feeling liberated and subversive, knowing that these were not ordinary books. Comics were fun to read. They crept up on us looking innocuous. Reading a comic involved making sense of complex pages, weaving together images and texts in an internal dialogue, meaning that readers had to construct signifi-cance actively, in the spaces between the images, in the gutters. Comics were hybrid objects, neither pure image nor pure text, with a specific genealogy that some traced back to the 19th century, born of the hybridization of various traditions of narra-tives, drawings, estampes, press illustrations, caricatures, and chronophotography. Whether one called them comics (McCloud 2006; McKinney 2008; Meskin 2007), sequential narrative (Whitlock 2006), graphic narrative, bande dessinée (Groensteen 2007, 2015; Peeters 2010), or fumetti (Peterle 2018), whether one distinguished serious comics from more popular genres using terms like graphic novel (Weiner and Eisner 2012) or comic journalism (Sacco 2011), the combination of sequential narratives of image and – most often – text was unmissable. As cultural objects, they were an extraordinary publishing success-story, crowding shelves and topping bestseller lists. 

					McCloud (2006) noted the power of cartooning to move readers by commanding viewer involvement and identification through distinctive devices, vocabulary and grammar – observing the parts but sensing the whole. Readers were engaged, actively producing meaning in the act of reading (Whitlock 2006). The act of reading comics was a specifically embodied and learnt activity with unique codes and spatial grammars such as, for example, the conventions of reading boxes and text bubbles from left to right, or right to left (see McCloud 2006: 37-39), notwithstanding 

				

			

			
				
					
						Bibliographie &

					

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

					
						
							Campbell, D. (2002): “Atrocity, memory, photography: Imaging the concentration camps of Bosnia - the case of ITN versus Living Marxism, Part 1,” Journal of Human Rights 1(1), pp. 1-33.

							Gregory, D. (2004): The Colonial Present: Afghanistan. Palestine. Iraq, John Wiley & Sons.

							Groensteen, T. (2007): The System of Comics, Jackson, University Press of Mississippi.

							—	(2015): Problèmes de l’autoreprésentation. Autobiographismes. Bande dessinée et représentation de soi, Geneva, Georg, pp. 47-61.

							Haraway, D. (2013): Simians, cyborgs, and women: The reinvention of nature, Routledge.

							Hughes, R. (2007): “Through the looking blast: geopolitics and visual culture,” Geography compass 1(5), pp. 976-994.

							McCloud, S. (2006) [french ed. 2007]: Faire de la Bande Dessinée, Paris, Delcourt.

							McKinney, M. (2008): History and Politics in French-language Comics and Graphic Novels, Jackson, University Press of Mississipi.

							Meskin, A. (2007): “Defining comics ?” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 65(4), pp. 369-379.

							Peeters, B. (2010): Lire la bande dessinée, Paris, Flammarion.

							Peterle, G. (2018): “Orientarsi tra le nuvole: cartografie, atlanti e pratiche mappanti nel racconto a fumetti,” Between 8(15), pp. 1-31.

							Sacco, J. (2011): Safe Area Gorazde: The Special Edition, Seattle, Fantagraphics Books.

							Said, E. (2011): Homage to Joe Sacco. Palestine, J. Sacco, Seattle, i-v.

							Weiner, S. and W. Eisner (2012): Faster than a speeding bullet: The rise of the graphic novel, nbm Publishing.

							Whitlock, G. (2006): “Autographics: the seeing ‘I’ of the comics,” Modern Fiction Studies 52(4), pp. 965-979.

						

					

				

			

		

	
		
			
				
					along the line

				

			

			
				
					208

				

			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					that these could be used strategically precisely for challenging such conventions. Reading comic books required internalising a specific visuality in order to trans-late the spatiality of two-dimensional sequential images into four-dimensional narrative suggesting, as maps that made time visible through the use of static, sequential images (Fall 2006; Dittmer 2010; Peterle 2015, 2017). While these were constructed with the reader in mind, some interpretation was left open to the reader, as the spatiality of the presentation did not entrench a specific reading (Dittmer 2010; Holland 2012). 

					Comics were not simple amalgamations of texts and images, for the combination of the two led to something uniquely hybrid. Whitlock (2006: 968) noted that “the vocabulary of comics represents figures and objects across a wide iconic range from the abstraction of cartooning to realism; its grammar is based on panels, frames, and gutters that translate time and space onto the page in black and white; and balloons both enclose speech and convey the character of sound and emotion. This grammar makes extraordinary demands on the reader to produce closure.” McCloud’s beautiful books (1996, 2006) laid out in visual and accessible form the theories and conventions of the genre. Comics were distinctive in that “current practitioners are also its theorists, its historians, and its critics” (Whitlock 2006: 966). The distinctive language of comics was usually identified through its building blocks of bubbles, frames, panels in sequence, and the use of successive pages to construct a narra-tive. These were characterized by a spatial essence and construction: features that both identified a comic and made it of geographical interest. 

					Comics could therefore be considered suitable for developing a way of thinking and writing academically (Kuttner 2017; Sousanis 2017) and geographically (Fall 2021), assembling the whole from parts, that led to new and visually creative methods for doing research (Peterle 2021). Sousanis’ extraordinary Unflattening (2015), a submitted PhD thesis in comics form, showed how research could be written differently. Together with colleagues, he coined the term comics-based research to describe this new way of working as: “an emerging field of practice that attracts researchers with diverse disciplinary and epistemological commitments. These researchers may go about research in quite different ways, but they share an inte-rest in the unique semiotic, narrative, communicative, and educative properties of the comics form for their participants, their audiences, and themselves.” (Kuttner 2017: 197) Reading back and forth between images and texts made concrete the paradoxical materiality of words and the concurrent discursivity of images. The spatial visuality and potential for research of comics received attention within geography (Dittmer 2010, 2016; Peterle 2021; Fall 2021). (fig. 4)

					Trying to push the form further, I crafted a theoretically-ambitious, artistically-mo-dest, comic using pen, ink, scissors and collage to capture what geographers could learn from comics, as a sort of visual mise-en-abîme. Peterle (2021: 2), meanwhile, published a beautiful and ground-breaking methods book that “invited geographers to embrace a kind of spatial thinking that focuses on processually registering expe-rience and presenting research, rather than on steadily representing fixed thoughts”, writing from “the double perspective of the author and reader, the geographer and cartoonist, or researcher-artist” (Peterle 2021: 3). In reading comics, engaging 
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					with them and making sense of the locations in which they took place, readers could empathise with the lives of others, and lived experiences were shaped and played out in readers’ minds – such as when I pondered my feelings after fieldwork in Bosnia – and helped us to make sense of the world2. 

					Some scholars have published comics as part of public outreach, to spread research carried out using mainstream ethnographic or geographical methods with a broader audience or with research partners on the ground, often through collaborations with artists who actually draw the comic. There is now a whole genre of such popularising science (Lerolle 2024), with substantial commercial successes for some. These research projects themselves may or may not have had underlying visual focus, but often they did not. While these were stimulating, and an interesting sign of acade-mics taking outreach seriously, they did not fundamentally change the research or writing process itself. 

				

			

			
				
					4. Extract from comic Worlds of Vision (Fall 2021).
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					Making Along the Line

					I will not go into detail about the whole processes and steps taken to produce Along the Line, beyond what has been said in Chapter 1, other than to say that it was different from my previous visual publications that had variously relied on photo-montage, collage or photography. Instead, I drew all the comic and added all the text directly on each page within a programme called Procreate, an iPad-based App used by many illustrators. Visual material could be directly added to a page, in a series of layers, much like cartographic software that builds up layer after layer of information that can be displayed or hidden. This allowed me to assemble each page from photographs, maps, documents and postcards, fully grounding the narrative in the visual material, before drawing the images myself.

					In a review of emerging scholarly comics, Kuttner and colleagues (2017: 205) stated that “comics are unabashedly subjective. The creator’s presence is felt in the very lines on the page, whether they come in a brush stroke, a digital vector, or a pen line. Over time, comics artists develop their own unique styles, and it is often enough to glance at a page to identify the artist. According to comics critic Wolk (2007), ‘cartoo-ning is inescapably a metaphor for the subjectivity of perception. No two people experience the world the same way; no two cartoonists draw it the same way, and the way they draw it is the closest a reader can come to experiencing it through their eyes’”. This subjective dimension of comics holds the greatest potential for changing academic writing. But it also poses a number of questions. (fig. 5)

					The first, and most obvious, is that not everybody feels comfortable drawing, or putting visual narratives such as photo essays together. Skill levels vary, and academics are rarely recruited for their drawing skills. But the simple answer to that is that not everyone, obviously, needs to feel compelled to try out alternative forms of writing such as comics. I have stopped counting the number of times people, at the end of a presentation, tell me that they’d love to make comics but cannot draw, sometimes even seeming to suggest that this is some sort of fundamental flaw in the methodology presented. Certainly, even if an academic were interested in exploring the potential of writing in comics, then nothing would compel them to immediately try to author both the narrative and resulting visual form. Co-authoring with artists and cartoonists, for instance, brings other advantages. The second issue is style, and more broadly the question of aesthetics. Assuming that a comic is written, but a reader doesn’t like the resulting style – the drawings, the colours, the page layouts, all those choices that make comics more than just words and images and that readers encounter in a very subjective manner – does this matter ? It might be argued that this is the same with all writing: some people write in a way that we might particularly like to read, while others have une plume, a style, that we might not appreciate. That is true, but perhaps less so in some forms of academic writing – peer-reviewed papers for instance – where it could be argued that written forms and styles are extremely standardised, particular in Anglo scientific writing. So while ability and style matter, both in the production and the readership, they are factors than cannot really be used to discredit the potential of comics as a form. In many ways, in a world where academic writing is increasingly standardised along an 

				

			

			
				
					5. next page, Screenshot from Procreate showing the layout of part of the comic, with pages by pairs.
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					Anglo argumentative model (Canagarajah 2002), then ensuring a diversity of styles, including in structure, is worthwhile in itself.

					In the case of Along the Line, the subjective aesthetic choices that I came up with, in using limited colour palettes, distinct in different sections; in creating pages without frames; in integrating some original documents such as maps and photographs directly through collage; in not using text bubbles; in writing as a form of internal monologue in the first person, may or not please some readers. The comic itself was the place where I worked out the narrative, the structure and the theoretical framing, working first on the comic and, afterwards, on this framing manuscript. I wrote it in English, because that is my mother tongue and the language of my internal monologue. I translated it myself into French because that is the language of the people living in the place it describes, some of whom might be interested in reading it. These aesthetic choices worked for me as a geographer, allowing me to do and say what I wanted. I am not an artist and do not pretend to be one. I come to comics as a scholar: not as a trained comics-artist. My limited skills, picked up along the way, inevitably influenced the look of the resulting product. Perhaps that always happens with writing, regardless of the format used ? Perhaps this voice, in all its unabashedly subjective nature and limitations, is an advantage rather than a problem ? The handcrafted nature of the resulting comic makes the author explicit, fleshy, embodied. There is no doubt that one specific person drew every line, chose every colour, laid out every page. Its limitations are my own. In a time of debate about authorship linked to the rise of generative artificial intelligence, of text and image, that handmade flavour might be an advantage, not a weakness, in making the position from which knowledge is produced truly explicit.

					Ethics and comics in research

					The last issue producing Along the Line was that of ethics. There were at least two dimensions of ethics connected to the use of comics in research worth mentioning. The first was linked to informed consent and seeking ethical approval more broadly; the second to privilege in using the comics as a form of writing. 

					I mentioned earlier that the perimeter, timeframe and object of the research project were not pre-defined, and neither were the research questions. These emerged during the visual writing phase, through and with the comic, from the assembled visual material. This was a different way of carrying out research than that followed usually, particularly in the current climate of pre-approved project funding, and increasingly codified research ethics that scholars have been describing and analysing for many years (Collignon 2010; Burton-Jeangros 2017; Riom 2017). At the time this project first started, in early 2020, formal responsibility in my university faculty, the Geneva School of Social Sciences / Faculté des sciences de la société, for following appro-priate ethical processes rested mainly with each individual researcher. There was a formal Commission de réflexion sur l’éthique de la recherche should an individual researcher request formal approval or should their relevant funding body (or subse-quent publisher) require it. As of 1st January 2021, mid-way through what by then 
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					had become something closer to a true research project, albeit with a team of one, procedures changed. After that date, assessment was completely centralised for the whole University of Geneva at the level of the CUREG (Commission Universitaire pour une Recherche Éthique à Genève, CUREG2.0). Although this project was not subject to this new institutional process, it could be argued that this new landscape would radically change how research projects such as this, that evolved organically, could be started and carried out in future. Perhaps that is a good thing.

					Nevertheless, despite not being subject to formalised ethical approval, and despite mostly focussing on things and places, the issues of ethics and consent were taken seriously. Using hand-drawn images allowed some leeway in representation of people, and some creativity with the question of what and how to show individuals, even within a project where infrastructures were more central than people. Many of the images showing the faces of my children, for example, were altered, or drawn from angles that minimised recognition. But true anonymity was not guaranteed in their case, knowingly and in discussion with them, due to the very nature of the project. That was one acknowledged problem with auto-ethnographic research when other family members were implicitly or explicitly mentioned: “one of the difficulties of autoethnography is that one’s life is intertwined with others” (Smith-Shank and Keifer-Boyd 2007). Explicit consent was not sought from some of the few people who appeared represented in this comic – the border guards, the soldier – even if I always obtained verbal consent for taking their photographs in the field. The chosen drawing style guarantees that they were not recognisable as individuals and instead stand in for a sort of generic representation of their professional role. In the case of the CERN employees, who are clearly identifiable but not named, consent was sought and obtained. 

					But the question of ethics was also broader and concerned the format of the writing itself, connected to the question of privilege. Kuttner and colleagues (2017: 415) asked an important question about comics as research outputs: “Is it ethical to allow students to pursue such work ? If – and this is a big if – jobs and tenure are harder to achieve when someone is working in a “non-traditional form”, what duty do we have to them to warn them (or stop them) ?” I would broaden this question not just to students, but to all early-career scholars. Was it fair and wise to suggest to someone without a tenured or permanent position that at least part of their scientific output could be not in the usual peer-reviewed written form ? This is particularly true if such output uses comics, since in some national contexts these are very clearly identified with trivial or childish genres. Put simply, was I able to take the risk of using up my own limited research time only because of my tenured position, and might I be setting a risky example to others, less secure in their careers ? I had had important discus-sions about this during several doctoral training programmes, in different national and disciplinary contexts, as well as during scientific presentations in workshops. I didn’t think there were any easy or straightforward answers to this question, but they are worth thinking about carefully. These debates are likely to continue if and when more scholars publish comics as part of their core research output. 

					When discussing the legitimacy of comics to colleagues wishing to pursue an academic career, I always tried to make explicit that it might be wise to ensure 
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					individual publication portfolios contained sufficient high-quality traditional outputs as well as more creative publications including comics. Academia is still a curious world and despite the apparent enthusiasm for a creative turn, some part of the system sometimes frowns on research that risks making it vulnerable to flippant critique. At a time of raised populist critiques of critical social science, and organised campaigns against social science and humanities research in universities, such concerns need taking seriously. I didn’t think that there were easy answers to such matters. But I hoped that readers of this work might think that the risk was worth taking, and that Along the Line provided some food for thought dans la forme et dans le fond.

						1	For an unusual critique of the view from nowhere, and a call for Hardin’s strong objectivity, see Fall’s intervention in (Minca 2015) and the corresponding online Playmobile animation.

						2	This is not to say that comics are always a tool for progressive thought, as Tanca (2022) clearly showed in his review of comics on undocumented migrants which included discussions of far-right anti-immigrant propaganda comics.
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function RegisterInteractiveHandlers() {
RegisterButtonEventHandlers();
ProcessAnimations();
ProcessMedia();
}
function ProcessMedia() {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenMedia");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-mediaOnPageLoadActions");
if(actions) {
var descendants = oFrame[i].getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var j = 0; j < descendants.length; j++) {
var e = descendants[j];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(e.paused) {
var selfContainerID = e.id;
eval(actions);
}
}
}
}
}
}
function ProcessAnimations() {
	var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
	for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
		var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageLoadActions");
		if(actions) {
			var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id
			eval(actions);
		}
		var cn = oFrame[i].className;
		if(cn.indexOf("_idGenCurrentState") != -1) {
			var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnStateLoadActions");
			if(actions) {
				var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id
				eval(actions);
			}
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
		if(actions) {
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onTouchEndForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onMouseUpForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfRolloverActions");
		if(actions) {
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOverForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
		}
	}
	document.body.addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onPageTouchEndForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
	document.body.addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onPageMouseUpForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
}
function onPageTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
event.target.__id_touched = true;
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onPageMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
event.target.__id_touched = true;
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOverForAnimations(element, event) {
var animationClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(animationClassName) != -1 ) {
return;
}
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfRolloverActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function RegisterButtonEventHandlers() {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenButton");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchstart", function(event) { onTouchStart(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onTouchEnd(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mousedown", function(event) { onMouseDown(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onMouseUp(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOver(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseout", function(event) { onMouseOut(this, event) }, false);
}
}
function hasAppearance(element, appearance) {
var childArray = element.children;
for(var i=0; i< childArray.length; i++) {
var cn = childArray[i].className;
if(cn.indexOf(appearance) != -1) {
return true;
}
}
return false;
}
function isDescendantOf(child, parent) {
var current = child;
while(current) {
if(current == parent)
return true;
current = current.parentNode;
}
return false;
}
function addClass(element,classname) { 
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(classname) != -1 ) {
return;
}
if (cn != '') {
classname = ' ' + classname;
}
element.className = cn + classname;
}
function removeClass(element, classname) {
var cn = element.className;
var rxp = new RegExp("\\s?\\b" + classname + "\\b", "g");
cn = cn.replace(rxp, '');
element.className = cn;
}
function onMouseDown(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUp(element, event) {
if (event.target && event.target.__id_touched) {event.target.__id_touched=false; return;}
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOver(element, event) {
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Rollover')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloveractions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOut(element, event) {
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloffactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onTouchStart(element, event) {
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
event.target.__id_touched = true;
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onTouchEnd(element, event) {
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
event.target.__id_touched = true;
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function goToDestination(ref) {
window.location.href = ref;
}
function handleMediaInMSOState(element) {
/*This function is used to stop playing media present in current state when we move from current state to another state.*/
var descendants = element.getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var i = 0; i < descendants.length; i++) {
var e = descendants[i];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(!(e.paused)) {
e.currentTime = 0;
e.pause();
}
}
}
}
function handleAnimationInMSOState(element) {
/*This function is used to trigger mso state load animations.*/
var cn = element.className;
if(cn.indexOf("_idGenAnimation") != -1) {
var startClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationStartState");
var endClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationEndState");
removeClass(element, endClassName);
addClass(element, startClassName);
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-animationOnStateLoadActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = element.id;
eval(actions);
}
}
var descendants = element.getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var i = 0; i < descendants.length; i++) {
var e = descendants[i];
var cn = e.className;
if(cn.indexOf("_idGenAnimation") != -1) {
var startClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationStartState");
var endClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationEndState");
removeClass(element, endClassName);
addClass(element, startClassName);
var actions = e.getAttribute("data-animationOnStateLoadActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = e.id;
eval(actions);
}
}
}
}
function goToNextState(mso_id, loopBack, startDelay) {
setTimeout(function() { goToNextStateWrapper(mso_id, loopBack) }, startDelay*1000);
}
function goToNextStateWrapper(mso_id, loopBack) {
var mso_element = document.getElementById(mso_id);
if(mso_element) {
removeClass(mso_element, '_idGenStateHide')
var mso_states = mso_element.children;
for (var i = 0, state; state = mso_states[i]; i++) {
var cn = state.className;
if (cn.indexOf('_idGenCurrentState') != -1 ) {
if (loopBack)
var nextState = (i == mso_states.length - 1) ? mso_states[0] : mso_states[i + 1];
else
var nextState = (i == mso_states.length - 1) ? mso_states[i] : mso_states[i + 1];
handleMediaInMSOState(state);
removeClass(state, '_idGenCurrentState');
addClass(state, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(nextState, '_idGenStateHide');
addClass(nextState, '_idGenCurrentState');
handleAnimationInMSOState(nextState);
return;
}
}
}
}
function goToState(mso_id, stateName, goBackToPreviousState, startDelay) {
setTimeout(function() { goToStateWrapper(mso_id, stateName, goBackToPreviousState) }, startDelay*1000);
}
function goToStateWrapper(mso_id, stateName, goBackToPreviousState) {
var mso_element = document.getElementById(mso_id);
if(mso_element) {
removeClass(mso_element, '_idGenStateHide')
var mso_states = mso_element.children;
for (var i = 0, state; state = mso_states[i]; i++) {
var cn = state.className;
if (cn.indexOf('_idGenCurrentState') != -1 ) {
var prevState = state;
if(nextState) {
handleMediaInMSOState(prevState);
removeClass(prevState, '_idGenCurrentState');
addClass(prevState, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(nextState, '_idGenStateHide');
addClass(nextState, '_idGenCurrentState');
if(goBackToPreviousState)
addClass(prevState, '_idGenPreviousState');
handleAnimationInMSOState(nextState);
}
}
var stateAttr = state.getAttribute('data-idGenObjectState');
if (stateAttr == stateName) {
var nextState = state;
if(prevState) {
handleMediaInMSOState(prevState);
removeClass(prevState, '_idGenCurrentState');
addClass(prevState, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(nextState, '_idGenStateHide');
addClass(nextState, '_idGenCurrentState');
if(goBackToPreviousState)
addClass(prevState, '_idGenPreviousState');
handleAnimationInMSOState(nextState);
}
}
}
}
}
function playAnimatedElement(animated_element, className, hideAfterAnimating) {
removeClass(animated_element, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(animated_element, '_idGenPauseAnimation');
var cn = animated_element.className;
var previousAnimationClass = animated_element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
if ((cn.indexOf(className) == -1) && (cn.indexOf(previousAnimationClass) == -1)) {
addClass(animated_element, className);
animated_element.setAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass", className);
}
else {
removeClass(animated_element, className);
removeClass(animated_element, previousAnimationClass);
animated_element.removeEventListener("webkitAnimationEnd", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
animated_element.removeEventListener("animationend", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
setTimeout(function() {addClass(animated_element, className)}, 10);
animated_element.setAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass", className);
}
animated_element.addEventListener("webkitAnimationEnd", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
animated_element.addEventListener("animationend", function(evt) { onPlayAnimationEnd(this, hideAfterAnimating, evt) });
}
function playAnimation(animation_id, className, startDelay, hideAfterAnimating) {
var animated_element = document.getElementById(animation_id);
if(animated_element) {
handleMSOStateParentOfObject(animated_element);
var startClassName = animated_element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationStartState");
var endClassName = animated_element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationEndState");
removeClass(animated_element, endClassName);
addClass(animated_element, startClassName);
setTimeout(function(){playAnimatedElement(animated_element, className, hideAfterAnimating)}, startDelay*1000);
}
}
function onPlayAnimationEnd(element, hideAfterAnimating, evt) {
var className = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
var startClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationStartState");
var endClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationEndState");
removeClass(element, className);
removeClass(element, startClassName);
addClass(element, endClassName);
if(hideAfterAnimating)
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHide');
evt.stopPropagation();
}
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ALONG THE LINE. WRITING WITH COMICS AND GRAPHIC NARRATIVE IN GEOGRAPHY

March 13, 2020. The Covid-19 pandemic spreads around the world.
Taking this event as the starting point for her reflections, Juliet Fall
sets outwith her family by bicycle to retrace the physical traces of
the border separating France and the Canton of Geneva, step by step,
following the border stones and boundary markers. Over the course
of a three-year quest, the author explores what borders are, and our
relationship with this invisible line thatimpacts both our bodies and
ourimaginations, looking back at the long and eventful history of
its construction, evolution and maintenance. This graphic essay is
the result of a new kind of social research, which moves away from
academic standards, giving as much space to words as to images.

“Along The Line invites us to slow down and look closer. Like the author on
her sojourns looking for 19th century border stones, | found myself peering
metaphorically and literally at the various boundaries that composed our
social life during Covid-19. Her sketches and political geography theory
equally illuminate a period we all lived through but have struggled to
assimilate. What a gift.”

Jason Dittmer
Professor at University College London
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